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Reader 1: We celebrate on this Shabbat, the Day of Rest, Purim, the Day 

of Unrest---of mirth and laughter, foolish kings and dazzling 
queens, virtuous heroes and murderous villains. 

 
Reader 2: Shabbat brings us joy, the profound joy that follows days of 

satisfying work and that permits us to close a book of 
weeklong struggles for that blissful taste of Eden between a 
day’s two sunsets. 

 
Reader 3: We must rejoice in work fulfilled that we may broaden our 

perception of work, that each of us may form a vision of the 
world we want and strive to see what each of us may do to win 
that world, to work in six days for the world we celebrate on 
the seventh. 

 
Hadlakat Nerot                  
Share the Smachot beneath the Shabbat Shawl 

      

        
 
 Baruch Ata Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam asher kid’shanu 

b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Shabbat. 
 
 Praised are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all that is, Who has 

sanctified us by Your laws and commanded us to kindle the 
Sabbath lights 

 
 
 

Shabbat Candle 
Lighting  
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Congregation: 
 Purim and Shabbat, mirth and joy, costume us in clothing of 

the life we want all people to live, that for a moment we might 
experience what that life might be, and what the people who 
live within that world might become.  In such a world are 
Esther Queens and Shabbat Queens, heroines and lovers, 
justices, joy and peace, and a festive, soothing darkness that 
embraces all our quiet longings with the promise of fulfillment. 

 
Shabbat Shalom 
 Bim, Bam… Shabbat Shalom 
 
Rabbi: We come before You, O God, with words of praise and 

thanksgiving for the care and guidance under which Your 
people Israel has ever lived, and for the manifold blessings 
You have showered upon us and all humanity. 

 
Cong: Although Purim brings to mind the darkness and gloom our 

people has experienced in every generation.  Painful trials and 
bitter struggles, torment of body and agony of mind have been 
our portion too many times.  But sustained by the undying 
hope, that in the end, right will triumph over wrong, good over 
evil, and love over hate, we have held aloft the banner of Your 
truth. 

 
Rabbi: Loyal to the memory of our heroic ancestors, we have come to 

affirm the living hope born in the prophetic soul of Israel, our 
people. May the day come soon when the forces of darkness, 
cruel Amalek and vindictive Haman, succumb and vanish.  
And ‘though there may yet be severe challenges awaiting us 
before prejudice and hate shall have vanished, we trust that 
the day will yet come when all humanity will unite in love. 

 
Bar’chu – The Call to Worship                

(Congregation stands) 

     

       
 

Bar’chu et Adonai ha-m’vorach 
Baruch Adonai ha-m’vorach l’olam va-ed! 

 
Praised the Eternal Source of all Being. 

Praised be the Eternal Source of all Being to infinity and beyond. 
 

Cong: Grant us, O Lord, the vision to see and the courage to do Your 
will.  Imbue our hearts with the fidelity of Mordecai and the 
courage of Esther, that we may never swerve from the path of 
duty and loyalty to our heritage.  Endow us with patience and 
strength, with purity of heart and unity of purpose, that we 
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may continue to proclaim Your law of love and truth to the 
peoples of the earth, until all have learned that they are one, 
the children of the Eternal God.  Amen. 

 
 

      

      

 
Sh’ma Yisraeil Adonai Eloheinu Adonai echad. 
Baruch Sheim K’vod mal’chuto l’olam va-ed. 

 
Hear O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One. 

Praised be God’s glorious realm, forever and ever. 
 

(Congregation is seated) 
 

Children lead congregation: 
V’ahavta et Adonai Eloheicha            
B’chol l’vav’cha u-v’chol naf’shecha         
U-v’chol m’odecha              
V’hayo ha-dvarim ha-eilah               
Asheir anochi m’tzav’cha ha-yom          
Al l’vavecha. V’shinantam l’vanecha.       .  
V’dibarta bam b’shiv’t’cha b’veitecha     
U’v’lecht’cha ba-derech u-v’shochb’cha         
U-v’kumecha.  U-k’shartam l’ot        
Al yadecha, v’hayo l’totafot           
Bein einecha,         

U-ch’tavtam al m’zuzot beitecha               
U-vi-sh’arecha         
 
And you shall love Adonai, your God, with all your passions, with every 
breath, with every fiber of your being.  Take these words by which I join 
myself to you today, into your heart. Pattern your days on them so that 
your children will discover Torah within you.  Make your life into a voice of 
God, both in your stillness and in your movement.  Renew these words 
each evening and morning with devotion.  Bind them as t’fillin on your 
forehead and arm, as symbols of thoughts and acts sacred to Me.  Write 
them in mezzuzot at all the doorposts of your house that all people may 
discover Me as they enter your home and your life. 
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Cong: Adonai, thank You for the freedom and equality that we enjoy.  
Grant that these blessings continue for us and someday for all 
people everywhere.  At this season of Purim, we pray that 
peace and security prevail on earth.  May we remain vigilant to 
the danger of tyrants and despots and aware of Your presence 
in our narrow straits, even as You brought us out of Mitzrayim 

 

 
Mi Chamocha          

 
Mi-chamocha ba-elim, Adonai        

Mi camocha, ne’dar ba-kodesh          
Nora t’hillot, o-sei felleh                  
Bo-kei-a yam lif’nei Mosheh                
Mal’chut’cha ra-u vanecha         

Zeh Eili anu v’am’ru                   
Adonai yim’loch l’olam va-ed              
V’ne-e-mar, ki fadah Adonai et Yaakov        
V’galu mi-yad chazak memenu           
Baruch Atah Adonai, ga-al Yisraeil.           
 

Who is like you among the powers! 
Who is like You awesome in holiness, author of wonders! 

In Your majesty, Your children beheld You, 
Parting the sea before Moses: 

“This is my God!” they cried, and said: 
Adonai will be our Sovereign as long as space and time endure. 

And it was said:  “Yes, God has rescued Ya’akov,  
saved him from a power stronger than his own. 
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 Miriam’s Song (by Debbie Friedman) 
 
Chorus:   

 And the women, dancing with their timbrels 
  Followed Miriam as she sang her song 
  Sing a song to the One whom we’ve exalted 
  Miriam and the women danced and danced 
  The whole night long. 
 
 And Miriam was a weaver of unique variety, 

The tapestry she wove was one that sang our history. 
With every thread and every strand 
She crafted her delight. 
A woman touched with spirit, she dances 
Towards the light. 

 
  And the women… 
 
 As Miriam stood upon the shores and gazed across the sea, 
 The wonder of this miracle she soon came to believe. 
 Whoever thought the sea would part with an outstretched hand, 
 And we would pass to freedom, and march to the Promised Land. 
 
  And the women… 
 
 And Miriam the Prophet took her timbrel in her hand, 
 And all the women followed her just as she had planned. 
 And Miriam raised her voice with song. 
 She sang with praise and might, 
 We’ve just lived through a miracle; we’re going to dance tonight. 
 
  And the women… 
 
 
 

 
 

Silent Prayer 
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Rabbi’s Drash 
 

CHAG PURIM 
Chag Purim (2)                 

Chag gadol hu lay’hu-dim             

Massei-chot ra-a-shanim              

Z’mirot rikudim.                  
 

CHORUS:  
Hava Narisha               

Rash Rash Rash   3            

Bara-a-shanim.                     
 
Purim’s here (2) 
Tis a holiday so dear  
Mask and songs 
Bring along groggers loud and clear. 
 

Here go the groggers 
Rash Rash Rash (3) 
Purim time is here. 

 
Esther’s Day 

(To the tune of “Yesterday”; Words by Rabbi E. Goldberg) 
  
Esther's Day is when Jewish folks will have their say 
And Cruel Haman will just go away 
Oh we believe in Esther's Day. 
  
Mordechai-says that we don't really have to die. 
Now that's just a lot of Chazerai 
So have the king tell Haman,"Bye." 
  

Why we're hated so -we don't know and who can say? 
Esther-help us now when our skies are dark and grey-ey-ey-ey 

  
Esther's Day-is when Haman will be sent away, 
Or forever we will say,"Oy vey!" 
Oh we believe in Esther's Day. 
We believe in Esther's Day. 
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Reading of the Megillah       
 

The Scroll of Esther (Megillat Esther) is traditionally read on the eve of Purim and again the 
following morning.  It is preceded by these blessings: 

 

Baruch Ata Adonai         ,    
Eloheinu Melech HaOlam                 
Asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav             
V’tzivanu al mik’ra m’gillah            
Praised are You, Adonai, our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who has hallowed 

us in God’s commandments and has commanded us about  
the reading of the Megillah. 

 
Baruch Ata Adonai                   
Eloheinu Melech HaOlam                 
She-assah nissim la-avoteinu           
BaYamim ha-heim, ba-z’man ha-zeh          
 
Praised are You, Adonai, our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who made miracles for 

our ancestors in those days at that time. 
 

Baruch Ata Adonai                   
Eloheinu Melech HaOlam                 
Shehechiyanu, v’kiy’manu, v’higi-anu         
La-z’man ha-zeh.                   
 

Praised are You, Adonai, our God, Sovereign of all that is, for giving us life, for 
sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this very moment. 
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Chapter 1 -   
         

   
And it came to pass, during the days of Achash’verosh, the same Achash’verosh 
who reigned from India to Ethiopia, over 127 provinces, that, in those days, King 
Achash’verosh sat on the throne of his kingdom, in Shushan the capital, in the 
third year of his reign that he gave a banquet for all his officers and servants.  
The military force of Persia and Media, the nobles and rulers of the provinces 
were before him, while he showed the riches and glory of his kingdom and the 
precious things of his great majesty many days, even a 180 days.  When these 
days were completed, the king gave a banquet for all the people that were 
present in Shushan the capital, both great and small, in the enclosure of the 
king’s palace garden.   
 
There were hangings of white cotton and of blue, fastened with cords of fine linen 
and purple to silver cylinders and pillars of marble.  The couches were of gold 
and silver, upon a pavement of alabaster, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious 
stone.  They served wine in golden vessels, all of them different in design, and 
royal wine in abundance, as befits a king.  And the drinking was according to the 
law; there was no compulsion. For the king had commanded all the officers of his 
house to do according to every man’s pleasure.  Queen Vashti also gave a 
banquet for the women in the royal house of King Achash’verosh. 
 
On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he 
commanded M’human, Biz’ta, Charvona, Big’ta and Avag’ta, Zeitar and Char’kas, 
the seven eunuchs who attended King Achash’verosh, to bring Queen Vashti, 
wearing the royal crown, to show her beauty to the people and to the nobles, for 
she was beautiful.  But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command.  
This enraged the king greatly, and he was steamed! 
 

Then the king asked his advisors (for it was royal custom to seek 
the counsel of the sages):  “What law shall be applied to Queen 
Vashti, since she has not obeyed the command of King 
Achash’verosh, conveyed by the eunuchs?”  And Memucan 
answered:  “Queen Vashti has done wrong not only to the king, but 
also to all the nobles. And to all the people in all the provinces.  You 

can be certain that news of this deed of the queen will be reported to all the 
women, who will then turn against their own husbands.  “If it please the king, let a 
royal command go out from him, and let it be written into the laws of the Persians 
and Medes, which no one can revoke, that Vashti can come no more before King 
Achash’verosh.  And let the king give her royal position to someone who is more 
worthy.  And when this royal decree which he will make is heard throughout all 
his kingdom, which is great, all the wives shall give honor to their husbands, both 
high and low.” 
 
And the advice pleased the king and the nobles, and the king did what Memucan 
had suggested.  He sent letters to all the king’s provinces, to every province 
…that every man should be master in his own house! 
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Chapter 2 -   
 

       

       
And after these events, the king appointed officers in all the provinces to gather 
together all the most beautiful young women and bring them to Shushan…and 
the one who most pleases the king will be queen instead of Vashti. 
 
Now in Shushan, the capital, there was a certain Jew whose name was 
Mordechai…and he brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, 
for she had no mother or father.  He had adopted her when her parents had died, 
and she was exceedingly beautiful. 

 
It came to pass that when the king’s decree was heard, Esther was among the 
eligible young women who were brought to the Women’s House, into the custody 
of Hegai, keeper of the women.  And Esther pleased Hegai, and he gave her 
ointments and seven handmaidens and moved them all into the best place in the 
Women’s House, but Esther did not reveal who her people or her kindred were, 
for Mordechai had told her not to.   
 
Every day, Mordechai would walk in front of the court of the Women’s House, to 
check after Esther’s wellbeing and see how she was doing. 
 
Now when the turn of each maiden came to visit King Achash’verosh, after a 
year of preparation, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices, and 
other ointments, then each was taken to king and was allowed to bring whatever 
she wanted from the Women’s House…But when Esther’s turn came, she took 
only what Hegai had advised her to take, and Esther obtained favor in the eyes 
of all who looked upon her.  
 
And the king loved Esther above all the young maidens…so he set the royal 
crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.  Then the king gave 
a great banquet for all his nobles and all his servants and he called it “Esther’s 
banquet.”  And he granted a remission of taxes to the provinces, and he gave 
gifts as befits a king. 

 
Yet Esther did not reveal her kindred or her people, for she carried out 
Mordechai’s command just as when she had been raised by him.  In those days, 
while Mordechai sat in the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, Bigthan and 
Teresh, were disaffected with the king and were plotting on how to capture him 
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and do him harm; and the plot was overheard by Mordecai who revealed it to 
Queen Esther; and Esther told the king in Mordechai’s name; and it was written 
in the chronicles in the presence of the king. 
 

Chapter 3 -   
        

       
   

After these things, Achashverosh promoted Haman, the son 
of Ham’data the Agagite, and elevated him and set him 
above all the nobles that were with him.  All the king’s 
servants in the king’s gate were commanded to bow down 
and prostrate themselves before Haman and they did so.  All 

 but Mordechai, who would not bow down nor prostrate himself as he made it 
clear that he was a Jew.  Haman was told about Mordecai and when he saw, 
himself, that Mordechai refused to bow down, Haman was enraged.  But he 
disdained to lay hands on Mordechai alone, for he had learned of Mordechai’s 
people.  So Haman sought to exterminate all the Jews throughout the whole 
kingdom of Achash’verosh---Mordechai and all his people! 
 
In the month of Nisan, in the 12th year of King Achash’verosh’s rule, they cast 
pur—which means ‘the lot’—before Haman from day to day and from month to 
month, to the twelfth month, the month of Adar.  Then Haman said to King 
Achash’verosh:  “There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed 
among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; and their laws are 
different from every other people, nor do they keep the king’s law:  therefore it is 
not in the king’s interest to tolerate them.  If it please the king, let it be written that 
they may be destroyed; and I will place ten thousand talents of silver into the 
hands of those in charge of the business, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”  
Then the king took the ring from his hand, and gave it to Haman, the son of 
Ham’datta the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy.  The king then said to Haman:  “The 
silver is yours, and the people as well, to do with them as it pleases you.” 
 
…And so it was decreed, and so it was recorded and sealed in the name of King 
Achash’verosh with the king’s very own signet ring, that on the 13th day of the 
month of Adar, all the Jews, young and old, were to be destroyed, killed, and 
exterminated; and all their possessions were to be plundered.  Couriers delivered 
the edict throughout all the provinces and the decree was made in Shushan the 
capital.  Then the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city of Shushan was 
perplexed. 
 

Chapter 4 –   
 

       

          
When Mordechai heard all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put on 
sackcloth and ashes.  He went out into the midst of the city, and cried out with a 
loud and bitter cry.  He came within sight of the king’s gate; but no one could 

 



 11 

enter the king’s gate with sackcloth.  And in every province, wherever the king’s 
command and decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and 
fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.  And 
when Esther’s maidens came and told her, the queen was exceedingly 
distressed and sent garments to clothe Mordechai, so he would take off his sack-
cloth, but he would not accept them. 
 
So she called for Hatach, one of the eunuchs whom the king had appointed to 
serve her, and gave him a message for Mordechai, to learn what was going on.  
Hatach went to Mordechai, who told him of the king’s decree and the sum of 
money that Haman had promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for the 
destruction of the Jews.  Also he gave him a copy of the writing of the decree that 
had been given to Shushan to destroy the Jews, and Mordechai instructed 
Hatach to take the decree to the queen and instruct her to make supplication to 
the king and to entreat him for her people.  Hatach delivered the message to the 
queen and she sent back a message to Mordechai:  “All the king’s servants and 
all the king’s people throughout all the provinces know that whoever, man or 
woman, comes to the king into the inner court and has not been summoned to do 
so, there is but one law for him or her---namely to be put to death, except those 
to whom the king shall hold out the golden scepter that he or she may live.  But I 
have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 
 
The message was delivered to Mordechai, who quickly sent this message back:  
“Do not think in your heart that you, of all the Jews, will escape, simply because 
you are in the king’s house.  For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance will come to the Jews from another place, but you and your 
father’s house will be destroyed—and who knows whether you have not come 
into royal estate for just such a time as this?!”   
 
Then Esther bade them return to Mordechai with this answer:  “Go, and gather 
together all the Jews that are in Shushan, and fast for me.  Do not eat nor drink 
for three days, night or day.  I and my maidens will also fast.  Then I will go in to 
the king, though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish!”  So Mordechai 
went his way, and did just as Esther had commanded him. 
 
 

Chapter 5 -   

 
         

        
      

 
And it came to pass, on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and 
stood in the inner court of the king’s house facing the king’s house, while the king 
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sat upon his royal throne in the king’s house.  And when the king saw Esther the 
queen standing in the court, she obtained favor in his sight; and the king held out 
to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand.   

 
So Esther drew near and touched the top of the scepter.  Then the kind said to 
her, “What is your petition, Queen Esther, and what is your request?  Even if it is 
half the kingdom, it will be given to you.”  And Esther answered:  “If it please the 
king, let the king and Haman come today to the wine party that I have prepared 
for him.”  Then the king said:  “Tell Haman to hurry to do as Esther has said.”  So 
the king and Haman came to a wine party that Esther had prepared.  And the 
king said to Esther during the wine party:  “What is your petition, Queen Esther, 
and what is your request?  Even if it is half the kingdom, it will be given to you.”  
Then Esther answered and said; “My petition and my request is, If I have found 
favor in the sight of my king, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition, and to 
fulfil my request, let the king and Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare 
for them and I will do tomorrow as the king has said.” 
 
Haman went out that day, joyful and with a glad heart.  But when Haman saw 
Mordechai in the king’s gate, and he did not stand up or even move for him, he 
was filled with rage against Mordechai.  Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself, 
and when he went home, he sent for his friends and for Zeresh, his wife.  And 
Haman told them about the splendor of his wealth and about his many children, 
and all about how the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him 
above the nobles and servants of the king.  And Haman added:  “Even Esther, 
the Queen, let no one come in with the king to the wine party she had prepared 
except me; and tomorrow I am again invited by her to a banquet, together with 
the king.  But all this means nothing to me as long as I see Mordechai the Jew 
sitting in the king’s gate!”  Then Zeresh, his wife, and all his friends said to him:  
“Let a gallows be made, 50 cubits high, and speak to the king tomorrow that this 
Mordechai can be hanged.”  The proposal pleased Haman; and he caused the 
gallows to be made. 

Chapter 6 -   
 

         

       

 
That night, the king could not sleep, so, to help him get sleepy, he ordered that 
the book of records of the chronicles be brought to him; and they were read 
before the king.  When he heard that a Mordechai had told of Big’tan and Teresh, 
two of the kings’ eunuchs, keepers of the gate, who had tried to lay hands on 
King Achash’verosh, he inquired:  “What honor and dignity has been bestowed 
upon Mordechai for saving the king’s life?”  When the servants replied, “Nothing 
has been done for him,” the king asked:  “What advisors are in the court now?”  
Well, it just so happens that Haman had entered the inner court of the king’s 
house, to speak to the king to hang Mordechai on the gallows that he had 
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prepared for him.  So the king’s servants said:  “Behold, Haman is standing in the 
court.”  “Let him enter,” said the king.  So Haman came in, and the king said to 
him:  “What shall be done to the man whom the king delights to honor?” 
 
Now Haman thought to himself:  “Whom would the king delight to honor more 
than myself?”  And Haman answered the king:  “For the man whom the king 
delights to honor—let him be fitted with royal apparel and a royal crown and be 
placed on a horse which the king has ridden and let him be brought on 
horseback through the square of the city and have proclaimed before him:  ‘Thus 
shall be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!’”  Then the king said 
to Haman:  “Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, just as you have 
said, and do this to Mordechai, the Jew who sits in the king’s gate; let nothing fail 
of all that you have spoken!” 
 
Haman then took the apparel and the horse, and clothed Mordechai, and brought 
him on horseback through the square of the city, and proclaimed before him:  
“Thus shall be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!”  Then 
Mordechai returned to the king’s gate, but Haman hastened home, mourning, 
with his head covered.  When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends 
everything that had transpired, they turned to him and warned:  “If Mordechai, 
before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish seed, you will not prevail 
against him, and you will surely fall before him!” 
 
While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs came and hastened 
Haman to come to the banquet that Queen Esther had prepared. 
 

 
Chapter 7 -   

 
 

      
So the king and Haman came to feast with Queen Esther.  Again, the king said to 
Esther on the second day of the banquet of wine:  “What is your petition, Queen 
Esther?  It will be granted to you.  What is your request?  Even if it is half the 
kingdom, it will be done.”  Then Queen Esther answered and said:  “If I have 
found favor in your sight, O King, and if it please the king, let my life be given to 
me at my petition, and my people at my request.  For we are sold, I and my 
people--to be exterminated, to be slain, and to perish.  Yet, had we only been 
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sold for bondsmen and bondswomen, I would have remained silent, for the 
adversary would not have been worth disturbing the king.” 
 
Then King Achash’verosh answered and said to Queen Esther:  “Who is he and 
where is he who does presume in his heart to do so?!”  And Esther replied:  “The 
adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!”  And Haman was afraid before the 
king and the queen.  And the king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine 
and went into the palace garden.  Haman stood up to plead for his life from 
Queen Esther, for he saw that evil was determined against him by the king.  
Then the king returned from the palace garden to the house of the wine banquet, 
but Haman (in a drunken stupor) had fallen upon the bed upon which Esther was. 
The king said:  “Will he violate the queen in my presence here in the house!?”  
The words came from the king and covered Haman’s face.  Charbonah, one of 
the king’s eunuchs, said before the king:  “See also, in Haman’s house, the 
gallows 50 feet high, which Haman had made for Mordechai who spoke for the 
good of the king.” And so it came to pass that Haman was hung on the very 
gallows that he had prepared for Mordechai, and the king’s wrath abated. 
 

Chapter 8 -   

 
       

       

       
 

On that day, King Achash’verosh gave the house of Haman, the Jews’ adversary, 
to Queen Esther; and Mordechai came before the king, for Esther had revealed 
what he was to her.  And the king took off his ring, which had taken back from 
Haman, and gave it to Mordechai.  And Esther set Mordechai over the house of 
Haman.  And Esther spoke again before the king, and fell down at his feet.  She 
wept, and implored him to avert the evil plan of Haman the Agagite and the 
device that he had planned against the Jews.  Then the king held out the golden 
sceptre to Esther.  So Esther arose, and stood before the king.  And she said:  “If 
it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and the proposal seems 
right to the king, and I am pleasing in his sight, let it be written to recall the letters 
devised by Haman the son of Ham’datta the Agagite which he wrote to destroy 
the Jews who in all the king’s provinces.  For how can I endure to see the evil 
that will come upon my people?  And how can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred?”  Then King Achash’verosh said to Queen Esther and to Mordechai 
the Jew:  “I have given Haman’s house to Esther, and he has been hanged on 
the gallows, because he laid his hands upon the Jews.  You may further write 
with regard to the Jews as you like, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s 
ring; for an edict that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s ring 
may not be recalled.” 
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…And the king’s scribes came out and wrote as Mordecai dictated, that the king 
allowed the Jews throughout all the cities and provinces to assemble and fight for 
their lives, to exterminate, to slay, and to cause to perish all the forces of the 
people and the provinces that might “attack them, their little ones, and their 
women”; and to plunder all their possessions, on the thirteen day of the month of 
Adar.  And the couriers rode and hastened to get the message out throughout 
the provinces and in Shushan the capital. 
 
And Mordecai went out dressed in royal finery and the city of Shushan rejoiced. 

     

The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor.   
And in every province and every city, wherever the king’s command and decree 
came, there was joy and gladness for the Jews, a feast and a good day.  And 
many of the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon 
them. 
 

Chapter 9 -   

 
       

         
       

       
Now in the twelfth month, the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, when the 
king’s command and decree drew near to be executed, on the day when the 
enemies of the Jews had hoped to have power over them—whereas the opposite 
happened, so that the Jews themselves gained poser on those who hated 
them—the Jews gathered together in their cities throughout all the provinces of 
King Achash’verosh to lay hands on those who had planned to hurt them.  No 
one could stand before them, for fear of them had fallen over all people.  And all 
the nobles of the provinces, and the satraps, and the governors, and the 
administrators of the king, aided the Jews; for the fear of Mordecai had fallen 
upon them.  For Mordecai was now great in the king’s house, and his fame 
spread throughout all the provinces; and the man Mordecai grew ever more 
powerful. 
 
So the Jews smote all their enemies with the drawn sword and with slaughter 
and destruction, and did what they could to those who hated them.  In Shushan,  
the capital, the Jews vanquished over 500 men.  They also slew:  
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Parshan’datta, and Dalpho, and Aspata, and Poratta, and Adalia, and Aridatta; 
and Parmash’ta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vai’zatta, the ten sons of Haman of 
Ham’datta, the enemy of the Jews; but on the spoil they did not lay hands, and 
the number who were slain was reported to the king.  The king said to Queen 
Esther:  “The Jews have slain and destroyed in Shushan the capital, alone, five 
hundred men and the ten sons of Haman.  Imagine what they’ve done in the rest 
of the king’s provinces!  And now, what is your petition?  It will be granted to you.  
And what you request further?  It will be done!”  Then Esther said:  “If it please 
the king, let it be granted to the Jews who are in Shushan to do tomorrow as they 
did today; and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon the gallows.”  And so it 
was, with over three hundred more vanquished on the 14th of Adar; but the Jews 
did not lay their hands on the spoil.  And so it was throughout the provinces.  The 
Jews rose up and stood up for their lives, and had rest from their enemies…but 
did not lay their hands on the spoil.  Therefore… the Jews in the villages made 
the 14th of Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day  , and a 
day of sending gifts to one another    .   
 

 
Then Mordechai wrote down these things, and sent letters to all the Jews 
throughout the provinces, near and far, charging them to observe the 14th and 
15th of Adar every year, as the days on which the Jews had rest from their 
enemies and month which was changed for them from sorrow to joy, and from 
mourning into a good day; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, 
and of sending portions to one another and gifts to the poor. 
 

         
  

 
And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had written to 
them.  For Haman, the son of Ham’datta the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, 
had plotted against the Jews to exterminate them, and had cast pur, that is ‘the 
lot’ to destroy them and to exterminate them.  But when Esther came before the 
king, he commanded by letter that his wicked device that he had devised against 
the Jews should come upon his own head, and that he and his sons should be 
hanged on the gallows.  There they called these days Purim, after pur. 
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Therefore, in accordance with all the words of this letter, and of what they had 
seen concerning this matter, and that which had come upon them, the Jews 
established and took upon themselves and upon their descendants and upon all 
those who had joined them, so that it should not fail, that they should observe 
these two days according to their writing, and according to their appointed time, 
every year.  Therefore, these days are to be remembered and kept throughout 
every generation, every family, every province, and every city; and these days of 
Purim should never fail among the Jews, nor should the memory of them ever 
perish among their descendants.  The Queen Esther, the daughter of Abicha-il, 
and Mordechai the Jew wrote with all authority, to confirm this second letter of 
Purim.  He also sent letters to all the Jews to the 127 provinces of the kingdom of 
King Achash’verosh, with words of peace and truth to confirm these days of 
Purim in their appointed time as Mordechai the Jew and Queen Esther had 
established for them, and as they had established for themselves and for their 
descendants, the obligation of fasting and lamentation.  And the decree of Esther 
established these matters of Purim; and it was so recorded in the book. 
 

Chapter 10 -   
         

King Achash’verosh then imposed a tribute tax on the land and upon the isles of 
the sea.  And all the acts of his power and might, and the declaration of the 
greatness of Mordecai to which the king advanced him—are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?  For Mordechai the 
Jew was next in rank to King Achash’verosh, was great among the Jews, and 
was accepted by the multitude of his brethren; he sought the welfare of his 
people, and spoke peace for all his kindred. 
 

 
 

A WICKED, WICKED MAN 
Oh, once there was a wicked, wicked man 
And Haman was his name, sir. 
He lied and lied about the Jews, 
Tho they were not to blame,sir. 

 
CHORUS: 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
Oh, today we’ll merry, merry be 
And “nash” some “Hamantashen.” 

 
And Esther was the lovely queen 
Of King A-has-hu-erus. 
When Haman said he’d squelch us all, 
Oh my, how he did scare us. 
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CHORUS-- 

 
But Mordecai, her cousin bold, 
Said: “What a dreadful villain, 
If we don’t act at once, my dear, 
Our life’s not worth a shilling.” 

 
CHORUS-- 

When Esther speaking to the king, 
Of Haman’s plot made mention, 
“Ha, ha,” said he, “Oh no, he won’t, 
I’ll spoil his bad intention.” 

 
CHORUS— 
 

And so, my friend, came to an end, 
This clever Mr. Smarty, 
For he became a wiser man, 
At Esther’s little party 

 
 

CHORUS-- 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 Elimelech of Gilhofen 

 Elimelech of Gillhofen drank 
 L’Cha-im once too ofter, 
 Drank L’Cha-im and became a 
 Trifle gay. 
 So he put his studies by, 
 Tipped his hat across one eye, 
 And he called for his fiddlers to play. 
  Well the fiddler took his fiddle 
  Put his bow across the middle, 
  And the fiddle, fiddled out a little tune. 
  When the fiddler with his fiddle 
  Fiddled “Fiddle-diddle-diddle,” 
  Elimelech bounced just like a toy 
  Balloon. 
 Elimelech, feeling frisky, took 
 Another drop of whiskey 
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 Twice too often down his gullet 
 Did it go. 
 Called each friend and each 
 Relation to his Purim celebration 
 Then he roared for the piper to blow. 
  Well, the piper “Tweedle-tweeted” 
  And the fiddle, it repeated 
  “Fiddle-diddle, fiddle-diddle, 
  Diddle-dee,” 
  When the piper “Tweedle-tweeted: 
  And the fiddle, it repeated 
  Elimelech was beside himself with glee. 
 Then he drank three times too often, 
 And his eyes began to soften, 
 And the tears began to trickle 
 From his chin, 
 Oh, his ears they were a buzzin’ 
 ‘Til a sympathetic cousin whispered: 
 “Please let the drummer begin!” 
  Well, the drummers drum he beat it, 
  And the piper “Tweedle-tweeted,” 
  And the fiddle, it repeated its encore 
  The drum was “Tweedle-tweeting.” 
  And the fiddle, it was beating, 
  Elimelech, fast asleep, began to snore. 

Oh, it happened in Gilhofen, 
Just from drinking thrice too often, 
And there’s only one thing more that 
Must be said: 
At your Purim celebration, 
Use a little moderation, 
Or you’ll end up with a groggar for a head. 

 When the drum starts tweedle- 
 Tweeting and the fiddle it is beating, 
 And the piper gaily fiddles fiddle-fee. 
 And your head it starts a-whirling 
 Like a gregar that is twirling 
 Then there playing Elimelech’s melody. 
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Mi Shebeirach for those who are ill -   

 
 Mi Shebeirach (Debbie Friedman)  
 Mi Shebeirach avoteinu                   

 M’kor ha-bracha l’imahoteinu     
 

May the Source of strength Who blessed the ones before us 
Help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing 

And let us say, Amen 
Mi Shebeirach imoteinu                    
M’kor ha-bracha l’avoteinu        

 
Bless those in need of healing with r’fu-ah sh’lei-ma 

The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit 
And let us say, Amen 

 
 

 
KIDDUSH  
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Yom Ha-shishi, Va-y’chulu ha-shama-im v’ha-aretz v’chol tz’va-am.  Va-y’chal 
Elohim baYom HaSh’vi-i m’lachto asher asah.  Va-yish’bot baYom HaSh’vi-i mi-
kol m’lach-to asher asah.  Va-y’vorech Elohim et Yom HaSh’vi-i va-y’kadesh o-to, 
ki vo shavat mi-kol m’lachto asher barah Elohim la-a-sot. 
 
(Savri m’ranan v’rabanan v’rabotai) 
Baruch Atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech HaOlam, 
Borei p’ri ha-gafen. 
 
Baruch Atah Adonai, eloheinu Melech HaOlam, 
Asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav, b’ratza vanu, v’Shabbat kod-sho, ba’ahava u-
v’ratzon him’chi-lanu.  Zikaron l’ma-a-sei v’reishit.  Ki hu yom t’chilal’mik’ra-ei 
kodesh, zeicher li’tzi-at Mitz’rayim.  Ki vanu vacharta, v’o-tanu kidashta mi-kol 
ha’amim; v’Shabbat kod’sh’cha b’a-ha-vah u’v’ratzon, hinchaltanu. 
Baruch Atah Adonai, m’kadeish HaShabbat 

 
The sixth day, and the heavens and the earth and all that filled them were 

complete.  And on the seventh day, God completed all of the labor that God had 
performed, and God rested on the seventh day from all the labor that God had 

performed.  And God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, for on it God 
rested from all the labor that God had performed. 

(By your leave, honored guests) 
Praised are You, Adonai, our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Creator of the fruit 

of the vine. 
Praised are You, Adonai, our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who has hallowed 

us with Divine commandments and hoped for us, and, with love and intent, 
invested is with God’s sacred Sabbath, as a memorial  to the deed of Creation—

a day preceding even those sacred occasions commemorating the departure 
from Egypt.  For You chose us, and sanctified us, out of all nations, and with love 
and intent You invested us with Your holy Sabbath.  Praised are You, Sanctifier 

of the Sabbath. 

 
HA-MOTZI   
 

       

Baruch Ata Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam HaMotzi Lechem Min HaAretz. 
Praised are You Adonai, Our God, Ruler of All that Is, Who brings forth bread 

from the earth. 
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ADORATION - 
(Please rise) 

Aleinu l’shabeiach la-Adon ha-kol         

La-teit g’dulah l’Yotzer B’reisheet           

She-lo asanu k’goyei ha-aratzot             

V’lo samanu k’mish’p’chot ha-adamah     
She-lo sam chelkeinu ka-hem            

V’goraleinu k’chol ha-monam         
 

Let us adore the ever-living God, and render God praise, Who spread out the 
heavens and established the earth, and Whose glory is revealed in the heavens 
above, and Whose greatness is manifest throughout the world.  Praised be to 

God! 
 
Va-a-nach-nu kor’im        
U-mish-ta-cha-vim u-mo-dim        
Lif-nei Melech Mal-chei Ham’lachim.      

Ha-kadosh Baruch Hu.           
 
Cong in responsive reading: 
 And then all that has divided us will merge 
  And then compassion will be wedded to power 
 And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind, 
  And then both men and women will be gentle, 
 And then both women and men will be strong. 
  And then no person will be subject to another’s will 
 And then all will be rich and free and varied, 

And then the greed of some will give away to the needs of many, 
 And then all will share equally in the world’s abundance, 
  And then all will nourish the young, 
 And then all will cherish life’s creatures 
  And then all will live in harmony with each other and the earth 
All: And then everywhere will be called Eden once again! 

--Judy Chicago 
 
V’ne-emar v’haya Adonai                    
L’melech al kol ha-aretz                 

Ba-yom ha-hu yih’yeh Adonai echad               

U-sh’mo echad!        
 
Rabbi:  There is an unreality to things that happened long ago. “Did 

they really happen? And if so, do they hold any meaning for 
us? And might they happen again?” Achash’verosh: so long 
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ago.  Shushan: so far away.  Haman: so unreal a villain.  
Mordechai and Esther: so unlikely a hero and heroine.  Yet, for 
all the Hamans in our midst, we still fail to recognize them in 
time. They always seem so unreal, so pathetic, so harmless.  
Only when we behold the bold, stark letters of the decree, do 
we believe: believe in the reality of evil, in the power of God to 
save, in the possibility of heroism even from such unlikely 
heroes as we.  Unhappy the people who have no heroes. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
MOURNER’S KADDISH -     
 

        
        

     
Yit-ga-dal v’it-ka-dash sh’mei ra-bah b’-al-ma di-v’ra chi-re-u-tie, ve-yam-lich, 
mal-chu-tei b’cha-yei-chon u-ve-yo-mei-chon u-ve-cha-yei de-chol beit Yis’ra-eil, 
ba-a-ga-la u-vi-z’man ka-riv, v’i-me ru: a-mein 

 
       

Y’hei sh’mei ra-ba m’va-rach l’o-lam u-l’al mei al’ma-ya 
 

      
       

       

    

Yit’ba-rach, v’yish’ta-bach, v’yit-pa-ar v’yit’ro-mam v’yit-na-sei, v’yit’ha-dar v’yit’a-
leh v’yitha-lal sh’mei d’ku-d’sha, b’rich hu, l’ei-la min kol bir’cha-ta v’shi-ra-ta, 
tush’b-cha-ta v’ne-che-ma-ta, da-a-mi-ran b’al-ma, v’i-m’ru. a-mein. 
 
          

    
Y’hei sh’-la-ma ra-ba min sh’ma-ya v’cha-yim a-lei-nu v’al kol Yis’ra-eil, v’im’ru. a-
mein. 
 

       

         
 

O-seh sha-lom bim’ro-mav, hu ya-a-seh sha-lom a-lei-nu v’al kol Yis’ra-eil, v’al 
kol yosh’vei tei-veil, v’i-m’ru. a-mein. 
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CLOSING SONG: 
“Hey Jews” 

To the Tune of Hey Jude (Lyricist Unknown 
 
Hey Jews, you can't refuse 
This is Purim your special day 
Remember to have a very good time 
With thanks to Esther and Mordechai 
 
Hey Jews, don't be afraid 
We've been taught to bow down never 
How clever to always give it your best 
and never rest, 'till our world is better. 

And anytime you're feeling low 
Hey Jews you know 
The Hamans can't win 'cause they're all hateful 
So wear a mask and make some noise 
All girls and boys 
Recall and retell the Scroll of Esther 
(Oy yoy yoy yoy...) 

 
Hey Jews, let's all be brave 
Tell the story and thank our heroes 
Remember to never hide who you are 
Then you can start to make life better (better, better, better) 

Oy yoy yoy yoy...Hey Jews... Oy... 
 

BENEDICTION 
Rabbi: Lord God, when we pray for wisdom and courage, 

 
Cong:--May we know that wisdom and courage come from within. 

 
Rabbi: When we pray for peace, Your most precious gift, 

 
Cong:--May we understand that peace is our responsibility. 

 
Rabbi: And when we complain that life is tough, and that it’s especially  

tough to be a Jew, 
 
Cong:--May we remember that You never promised it would be easy, 

only that we would survive. 
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T’fillat HaDerech 
 Debbie Friedman 
 
May we be blessed             May we be sheltered 
As we go on our way          By the wings of peace 
May we be guided in peace         May we be kept in safety and love 
May we be blessed                    May grace and compassion 
With health and joy                   Find their way to every soul 
May this be our blessing, Amen          May this be our blessing, Amen. 
 
 

Amen, Amen 
May this be our blessing, Amen       2 
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