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Congregation P’nai Tikvah will worship on Shabbat, December 7th  
and 21st, at Kraft-Sussman Chapel, in the Bank of Nevada Business 
Park at 3975 S. Durango, Suite 104, in Las Vegas.  Tot Shabbat will 
be held on December 7th at 6:30 PM.  Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
services will begin at 7:30 PM. 
 
Torah Study will take place at 10:00 AM on December 8th and 22nd 
Rabbi Mintz’s home.  A bagels and lox bruch is served.  Please 
RSVP by calling the administrative office at (702) 436-4900 or by 
emailing gkmintz@aol.com. 

CHANUKAH TREATS AT 
 Congregation P’nai Tikvah 
 
Musician/storyteller, Rabbi Mark Novak 
and Storyteller/Juggler Renée Brachfeld 
will be our Artist/Scholars-in-Residence, 
December 7 –8 bringing a super-special 
Shabbat for the whole congregation.  Be-
ginning with Tot Shabbat and Services on 
Friday evening, this dynamic husband-
wife story-telling duo will bring us an in-
credible weekend of Jewish music, story 
and spirituality, including a very different 

Torah Study, December 8th and a fabulous adult First Night of 
Chanukah,  Saturday night, December 8, including Havdallah, 
wine and desserts, and entertainment filled evening. 
 
Space is limited, so please RSVP for Saturday morning and even-
ing: 436-4900. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Rabbi’s Message to the Congregation 

 
 
organization...and then follow up to make sure 
you actually do what you pledged to do. 
 2)  Light each candle in honor of some-
one who has influenced you in your life; and 
then, follow up, by sending a note of thanks to 
that person or his or her families. 
 3) Dedicate each candle to something 
you want to do for the community or congrega-
tion….and then follow up by  doing it. 
 4)  Dedicate each camdle to something 
you would like to learn; and then, follow up by 
finding a teacher with whom to work. 
 5) Make a family Channukiah. 
 6)  Have friends over to light the can-
dles and swap inexpensive gifts. 
 7) Learn how to fry latkes (levivot) 
sing and play dreidel 
 8) See how many Jewish-themed mov-
ies you can rent, and watch one each night. 
 
How you and yours celebrate Chanukah is lim-
ited only by your imagination. 
 
The important thing is to bring light into your 
life….literally and spiritually. 
 
May we all be warmed by the glow of the can-
dles in our Chanukkiyot and spread Chanukah 
joy to friends and family. 
 
Chag HaUrim Sameiach! 
 
L’Shalom,   

 

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz 
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Chevreh: 
 
The days of Kislev and Tevet are the darkest of 
the year, and with these short days we often feel 
down, saddened and even depressed.  Physiologi-
cally, there is good reason for this, as we are 
creatures craving sunlight; but, nonetheless, this 
can be a rough time of year. 

The December Dilemma doesn’t make things 
easier.  For some the Dilemma is how to survive 
the onslaught of Christmas-laden music in stores 
wherever we go; for others it is a distinct melan-
choly at not being able to be with family at Cha-
nukah time.  And for some of our families there is 
an annual dilemma of balance, when it is an inter-
faith family.  (While it is important to honor ones 
mother and father, and that might include going 
to gramma and grampa’s house for Christmas 
day, it is also important to maintain your own 
home as authentically Jewish as possible, so the 
child knows clearly that he or she is being raised 
as a Jew.) 

Which brings us to the light (literally) in the dark-
ness—-Chanukah (the Festival of Dedication)/
Chag HaUrim (the Holiday of the Lights).  These 
“eight crazy daya” (as Adam Sandler puts it, are a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate the miracle of 
the oil, the victory of the Maccabbees over the 
Syrian-Greeks, the possibility of right over 
might...all great lessons for our day.   

Let’s make these eight nights even more mean-
ingful this year than ever before.   Here are some 
suggestions: 

 1) Dedicate the candle for each day to a 
pledge to do something for a different charitable 
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Cantor’s Notes: 

The holiday of Chanukah is here with its own special songs and prayers. One well-known song 
sung for Chanukah is Maoz Tzur.   This hymn traditionally sung in the home after the lighting 
of the candles has become a significant part of our celebration in the synagogue since the 19th 
century.    
 
Maoz Tzur is a piyyut, a liturgical poem, believed to have been written in the 13th century.  We 
know very little about the author of the poem except for his first name, Mordecai.  This is 
known because Maoz Tzur is an acrostic poem, a poem in which each stanza begins with either 
the next letter of the alpha-bet, or the next letter of the author’s name.  The first five stanzas of 
Maoz Tzur each begin with a letter in the name, Mordecai.  
It was originally written with five stanzas.  An unknown poet added a sixth stanza in the 16th 
century.   The poem, as a whole, tells of the various times the Jewish people have been 
‘redeemed’.   It was not just a poem for Chanukah at all.   
 
The first stanza expresses Israel’s messianic hope for the reestablishment of the Temple, an 
idea not overly popular with modern Reform Jews.  Verse two praises God for the delivery 
from Egypt.  Verse three talks about the Babylonian exile, and four speaks of the plot of Ham-
an against the Jews.  It is only verse five that talks about the Hasmonean victory (the Macca-
bees) against the Assyrians.  The final, added, verse pleads for vengeance against “The Wicked 
Kingdom” which torments the Jews in modern (well 16th century) times.    
 
Marcus Jastrow and Gustav Gottheil, based on the German version by Leopold Stein, wrote the 
English non-literal translation, Rock of Ages, in the 19th century.   
 
According to author Mikhal Gur-Arie, Maoz Tzur came to be sung only on Chanukah, using 
only the first and fifth verses, because the other holidays referred to in the poem already have 
the reading of their stories built into the ritual observance of those holidays.  Therefore, we do 
not need to sing “Maoz Tzur” except on Chanukah. 
 
The poem has been set to several melodies over the years.  The most known version, the Ash-
kenazic version, is based on an old German folk-song that was also used by Martin Luther in 
his German Chorals.   This melody also tends to be used for the singing of Mi Chamocha dur-
ing the Chanukah season.  Another popular melody comes from a gentile Italian composer, 
Benedetto Marcello who notated it in Venice in 1724.    Modern composer, Debbie Friedman 
also has a version of this piyyut composed in the 1970’s.  Whatever version we sing, this poem 
has touched our lives for generations.  It tells us to remember our past, and hope for the future.  
 
Happy Chanukah, 
Cantor Marla Goldberg 
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Message from the President: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

Annual Meeting  1/27/13 
The Condos @ the District @ Green Valley Ranch 
2220 Village Walk Drive    Henderson 89052 
2nd Floor Library 
286-0739 
Parking behind REI 
 
10:00 AM 
 
Arrival/Nosh 
 
10:30-11:45  Meeting 
 
Please arrive prior to 10:30 AM 
 
All members of CPT are encouraged to attend.  One member of each family unit 
should attend for quorum & voting purposes. 
For more information or to RSVP call Sam Lieberman@ 286-0739.  For a proxy 
form, please call the office @ 436 -4900. 

B’Shalom, 

 

Sam Lieberman 

President  
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Note from Rabbi Mintz:  The following letter was received on November 19th from my long-time friends, 
Rabbi Stanley and Resa Davids, who made Aliyah several years ago and live in Israel.  The call it: 
 
 
The Pillar and the Dome 
 
Dear friends and family members, 
We begin with a word of thanks to the incredible number of you who have called and/or written – to 
express solidarity with Israel as well as your concern for our personal well-being.  This 
‘connectedness’ means the world to us.  We will in particular forever treasure a call from one of our 
grandchildren who said:  “Saba and Savta.  I checked with Mom.  She said that it’s OK if you need 
to leave Israel for you to come and stay with us.”  Another grandchild called to ask how we were 
doing and to sing us a Hebrew song so that we would feel better. 
 
We have no intention of leaving Israel – but the offer was priceless.  And a Hebrew song can be 
quite comforting when sung by a grandchild.  The reality of the armed struggle between Israel and 
Hamas is now in its 6th day.  More than 1000 rockets and/or missiles have been launched against us 
this week by the terrorists hunkered down in the Gaza Strip.  But those vehicles of destruction have 
been preceded by thousands of others fired at our homes and schools and businesses and hospitals 
over the past few years.  How long, O Lord, how long can one million of our brothers and sisters in 
the south of Israel be forced to live under such deadly threats? 
 
We live our lives these days in the most mundane fashion:  going to meetings, shopping, studying, 
volunteering, worshiping.  Mundane, but not so mundane.  While at Shabbat morning services, Stan 
asked a friend how he was doing.  He said that he was feeling very lucky.  Why lucky?  “Because 
only one of my four sons has been called up to active duty so far.”  And when Stan came out of the 
gym yesterday, he noticed two toddlers happily playing next to a slide.  The kids were charming, so 
he didn’t notice that he knew one of the mothers.  She greeted him and laughed: “We’re watching 
the kids – but talking about how we reacted when the sirens went off Friday evening here in 
Jerusalem.”  Mundane, but not so mundane. 
 
 
Israel has named its response to Hamas’s incessant attacks on us: Amud Ha-Anan.  “A Pillar of 
Cloud.”  Somehow, its official English translation has been given out as “A Pillar of Defense.”  The 
original Pillar of Cloud and its companion Pillar of Fire were biblical images used to describe how 
God led the Israelites through the wilderness for 40 years – a cloud by day, a fire by night.  It is 
clear that the Israeli military planners are hoping that the most significant outcome of current 
hostilities will be a pathway into the future for the Jewish State which will be free of threat and 
filled with promise.   
 
Israel, as Rabbi Donniel Hartman has pointed out, was not established upon the premise that we can 
leave our fate either to God or to the nations of the world.  At the very heart of Zionism is the 
unshakeable commitment that the time has come for the Jewish people to take its own fate into its 
hands.  God’s will is unclear; the Divine intentions uncertain.  And the nations of the world haven’t 
exactly been our loyal supporters.  So we look to ourselves as our major source of protection, and 
we treasure the support of countries such as the United States.  But it starts with us. 

 

Continued on page 6 
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The Iron Dome, according to Israeli Ambassador Michael Oren, is the first anti-ballistic missile 
system in history to be successfully deployed.  The Iron Dome system has been 90% successful in 
knocking down incoming enemy rockets.  We watched live action coverage of Iron Dome at work, 
and the images are staggeringly compelling.  Iron Dome is an incredibly expensive system, mainly 
developed by Israel, with major financial support from the United States.  Iron Dome is a part of 
that Pillar of Cloud. 
 
But far too many rockets and missiles still get through.  This past Friday evening, we drove with our 
friends, Garri and Rabbi Uri Regev, to Tel Aviv to join in a unique celebration of song and prayer 
honoring a rabbi newly ordained by the Hebrew Union College.  We knew that Tel Aviv was being 
targeted, but none of us wanted to miss the celebration.  Ironically, 90 minutes after we had left 
Jerusalem the sirens sounded here.  The missile fell short of the city, but it nevertheless made clear 
beyond any doubt that more than 2/3’s of Israel’s population now is within striking range of 
Hamas’s weaponry.  

Many of those who had intended to come to Tel Aviv with us decided not to come.  Many of those 
from Tel Aviv stayed home that evening.  A group of friends and supporters of the newly fledged 
rabbi had come to Israel precisely to share in the ordination and the celebration.  But the venue of 
the celebration did not have a near-by bomb shelter.  So rather than exposing themselves to a 
perceived threat, they felt safer staying in their hotel.   And so they did. 
 
Those of us who were there found ourselves constantly fielding calls and emails from abroad.  NO 
ONE said that we should turn our cell phones off.  Not that evening.  It was close to 11 PM when 
we were driving back to Jerusalem.  The radio was on in the car.  There was a five minute segment 
that quietly and unemotionally answered questions, such as: What should one do if sirens go off 
while we are driving?  Then there was music.  The music was more subdued than usual.  Not 
mournful.  Just quiet.  Without stopping the music, an announcer would cut in: Tzeva Adom 
Beersheba, Tzeva Adom Ashdod, Tzeva Adom Sha’ar HaNegev….a red alert for Beersheba, for 
Ashdod, for Sha’ar HaNegev – meaning that missiles were incoming toward those communities.  A 
litany of pain. 

Those announcements occurred every few minutes over the course of the hour drive.  Town after 
town.  Threat after threat.  Explosion, chaos, injury and death.  The Pillar of Cloud had its work cut 
out for it.  We had not recently updated our gas masks nor re-checked our supplies in the special 
“sealed room” which also serves as our third bedroom.  We resolved to take care of those tasks 
during this coming week. 
 
Israel has an established notification system that functions even on Shabbat.  It is called Gal 
Shaket…the quiet channel.  Orthodox Jews can leave their radios on, tuned to that station.  Nothing 
will be broadcast unless there is an emergency or a call-up of specialized reserve units. 
 
We celebrate the Jewish Federations of North America, working with the Union of Reform Judaism 
and ARZA and many other organizations, for the emergency campaign now underway to help bring 
comfort to those most directly impacted by the missiles.  We celebrate the Israel Movement for 
Reform Judaism, along with many other organizations, for the campaign to provide respite housing 
in the middle of the country for those living in daily terror.  We appreciate the sudden influx of 
representative Jewish leaders  

Continued on page 7 
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who are coming here as a physical expression of their embrace of the shared fate of the Jewish 
people.  And we thank God for the men and women of the Israel Defense Forces – for they are the 
strength and depth of that Pillar of Cloud which seeks to lead our people toward a future free of 
threat and filled with promise. 
 
We weep for the innocent Palestinians and the innocent Israelis who are paying with their lives for 
the murderous dreams of Hamas – and for the genocidal dreams of Iran, the key supplier not only of 
long range missiles to Hamas, but also the primary trainer of engineers who have been infiltrated 
into Gaza to open munitions factories.  There is a passage in the Bible that muses: “How the nations 
rage.”  Indeed many nations now rage at Israel for its audacious refusal to accept ongoing bloody 
assault.  So be it.  They will be judged by history.  We will be judged by the Cloud and the Dome. 
 
There will be a tomorrow.  Annie is right: The sun WILL come out tomorrow.  We pray that that 
tomorrow will include an innovative, wide-ranging diplomatic and political solution that will be far 
sturdier than yet another cease fire.  A simple ceasefire will become very quickly a shield behind 
which Hamas will re-arm, as it has done before.  After all, Hamas still sits with 10,000 missiles – 
not warehoused, but scatter-sited across Gaza, aimed at the Israeli heartland.  That tomorrow might 
also include a land incursion by the IDF into Gaza.  We hope against hope that such will not be the 
only effective response left to Israel.  But if it happens, then our young men and young women will 
be crowned with success.  Of that we have no doubt. 
 
There is no moral equivalency here, no balancing of equal claims and complaints.  Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad and the Muslim Brotherhood and Hezbollah and Iran have a very clear set of goals in 
mind.  And they will fail.  They must fail.  We have no choice. 
 
Again, thank you for your love and concern.  Rest assured that we are happily focused on the 
planned December 31st Bar Mitzvah of our grandson, Zeke, atop Masada, and the winter trip to 
Israel  of our granddaughter, Olivia, and her eighth grade classmates from the Bi-Cultural Day 
School in Connecticut.   The March Centennial Trip to Israel of the Women of Reform Judaism is 
expected to be over-subscribed, as well is should be.  These events will take place with joy and with 
gratitude. 
 
Resa and Stan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

8 

 

Anat Hoffman Visits Congregation P’nai Tikvah and Las Vegas 
 
What an outstanding Shabbat it was to have Anat Hoffman, the founder of the Wom-
en of the Wall and Executive Director of the Israel Religious Action Center, with us for 
services, November 17 and Torah Study on the 18th. 
 
Having the opportunity to davven with and hear from the courageous and outspoken 
promoter of gender equality and religious equal rights in Israel.  Her inspiring words 
revolving around the nearly quarter of a century effort to enable women to pray aloud 
at the Western Wall, with tallit and Torah, have often been met with derision by the 
ultra-Orthodox at the Wall, name calling, chair s being thrown at her and the other 
brave women who attempt to daven once a month on Rosh Chodesh….and worse. 
Anat described the man-handling she underwent after having been arrested earlier in 
the month. 
 
After her speech at Federation, at their Annual Meeting that Sunday night, some peo-
ple began to call Anat “a female Martin Luther King, Jr.” with a very quick wit.  Our 
children know that they have had the opportunity to meet someone who will be in the 
Israeli history books in the future. 
 
Anat truly enjoyed her visit with the congregation and the Torah Study the following 
morning.   
 
If you didn’t have an opportunity to sign up for her blog, you can do so at   
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/50494/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?
signup_page_KEY=6584  



Into the Darkness Came Hope 
By Phyllis and Stan Zuckerman 

On Saturday November 17, 2012 the Phyllistans had the honor of both meeting Elie 
Wiesel and hearing him speak at the Gala fundraiser fot the Adelson Educational 
Campus, at the Venetian Hotel. 

Phyllis had learned about Elie Wiesel during her pre-teen year at Hebrew school; and 
since that time she has felt a certain obsession about the subject of  the Holocaust.  
She focused on both those who had perished and also those who had survived.  She 
notices a universal appearance….the haunting look and what seems to be sadness 
and pain in their eyes.  They will never forget (how could they?), but, then again, nei-
ther should we. 

Elie Wiesel had become a life-long hero to Phyllis; she idealized him... and still does.  
Whenever she gets  “down in the dumps,” she congers up an image of him, and it al-
ways has had a positive effect on her.  He is, after all,  a true “survivor”! 

Weisel, now a professor at Boston College, reminded the audience of over 750 to 
never give up hope and always remember “our roots” in the land of Jerusalem.  “Life 
really is worth living,” he propounded and also instilled the following words of wisdom 
with the audience:  

• “To remain silent is the worst thing of all. 

• As an author and professor he propounds:   “Without education there is no cul-
ture”. 

• “Life is not made of years, but moments”. 

• “What is it to be Jewish?  To always strive to do more.” (Professor Weisel seems 
to believe that he has not done enough”. 

• “If you really want something; shout louder”. 

9 
Elie Weisel & Phyllis Zuckerman Rabbi Yocheved Mintz, Phyllis, and Anat Hoffman 



On Sunday November 4th at the Holocaust Resource Center I attended:  “Meet the Authors” 
 
There were 6 remarkable holocaust survivors who had  published books about their experiences.   
 
Did you know that 120 survivors live in Las Vegas? 
 
The message of Stan Rubens (author of A Boy in Hiding) was: “Don’t ever give up”. 
 
Th second speaker was  Stephen Nasser,  author of My Brother’s Voice.   He shared that his 
weapon to survival was his diary (Stamina) which was written 50 years later. 
 
Third speaker was our beloved Henry Schuster, author of “Abraham’s Son.” Henry and his wife, 
Anita, are residents of the Silver Sky Assisted Living Home, which the “Simcha Sisters”  (first 
cohort of B’not Simchat Chochmah).  He wrote the book because people simply did not believe 
his life story. 
 
The fourth speaker was Sasha Semenoff, the author of Sasha, my Life is Busy.  Sasha, known 
around town for his accomplished musicianship as a violin player gave a simple but powerful 
message:  “Hilter did not succeed in killing the Jews.  Some have survived.” 
 
The fifth speaker was  Ben Lesser, the author of Living a Life that Matters.:  From Nazi Night-
mares to the American Dream.  At his lectures children ask: “Why and how did this happen and 
why is it always the Jews?  (The answers, he said, are in the book). 
 
Th sixth speaker was  Ebi Gabor , author of: The Blood Tattoo.  His message was that faith and 
strength can survive the darkest of times.  (hardship and hope) 
 
These books, among many others, are available to read at the Sperling, Kronberg, Mark Holo-
caust Resource Center. 
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A Bracha in the Desert 
Submitted by Phyllis Zuckerman 
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Please contact Marlene Silverman regarding the silent auction marsil@cox.net or 
(702) 869-0190 and Jackie Ackerman regarding sponsorships and greetings for 
the Tribute Journal jackerman5@cox.net or (702) 809-5900 
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Community Announcement 

 
In a strategic move designed to be more responsive to client’s needs and allowing our 
agency to become more efficient, the Jewish Family Service Agency is announcing im-
portant policy changes at our JFSA Food Pantry. 
 
In order to provide JFSA Clients with greater choices while respecting their privacy, we 
are introducing the use of shopping cards.  Over the next several months, the cards will 
replace our traditional food pantry program of providing groceries and commodities.  
The cards will be more effective in helping Clients purchase food and commodities they 
need while offering them choices, dignity and respect.  The cards will be coded to pre-
vent purchase of alcohol and tobacco products.  Some limited grocery products will still 
be available at our offices for Clients.   
 
We will give priority to Clients of the Jewish Family Service Agency receiving other ser-
vices.  Current Food Pantry clients will meet with our case managers to determine how 
best to serve them or refer them to other food pantries or social service providers.  Cli-
ents will receive a comprehensive list of all 242 pantries in the Las Vegas area.   A SNAP 
(food stamp) coordinator will be on-site part-time during this transition. 
 
We are grateful for the service provided by our dedicated Food Pantry Volunteers.  We 
will be meeting with each of our valued Volunteers in order to share with them other op-
portunities for service at the Jewish Family Service Agency.  We will be honoring all of 
JFSA’s Food Pantry Volunteers at a special recognition event later this year.     
 
We believe these changes will help the Jewish Family Service Agency to be more respon-
sive to client needs while being more efficient in delivering vital services to our commu-
nity.  For more information about these changes and other services provided by the Jew-
ish Family Service Agency please contact Christina Primack, JFSA Executive Director, at 
702-215-6353 or email <ChristinaP@jfsalv.org>. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and most importantly your support and commitment 
to the Jewish Family Service Agency.   
               
Bruce R. Matza, President  Christina Primack          
JFSA Board of Directors  JFSA Executive Director  
 
 
Dr. Hugh Bassewitz, Chairman Elliot B. Karp, President  & CEO 
Jewish Federation Jewish Federation  
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Box Tops For Education are an Easy 
Way to Support P’nai Tikvah’s  
Jewlicious Learning Program! 

 

Box Tops for Education is a very simple way for 
you to contribute to CPT’s Jewlicious Learning pro-
gram every time you shop!  Clip box tops from hun-
dreds of products.  Each box top is 
worth 10 cents for the program, and 
some products are offering double 
and triple box tops!  Bring them to 
services with you and place them in 
the “Box Tops for  Education” box.  
For a complete list of products bearing the Box 
Tops for Education symbol, go to: http://
www.boxtops4education.com . 
 

All Box Tops should be brought to Shabbat Ser-
vices or sent to Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com  

On’gai Shabbat— Time to Sign up! 
 

We still have a few openings left for those of you who want 
to celebrate a simcha or commemorate the memory of a 
loved one by sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat.  And for you 
foodies who want to get your Bobby Flay or Gordon Ram-
sey on, there’s still time!  Check the schedule below; an 
opening is your  opportunity: 
 
• December 7th     Ann Mandell—Sponsor 
            Dale Gardner—Caterer 
• December 21       Benny, Vanessa & Talia Yerushalmi     

            Sponsors/ Annie Goodrich—Caterer 
• January 4             Ron & Ellen Royer (in honor of Austin

             becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
            Caterer needed  
• January 18           Ann Brandt  
            Caterer needed   
 
  *Sponsors & Caterers are needed for Jan-June

Congregation P’nai Tikvah has a New URL, 
New Facebook and Twitter Addresses 

 

Make our new web address, www.pnai kvahlv.org , a  
Favorite!   
Social networking with our shul is easier than ever!  “Like” 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pnai kvahlv and 
follow us on Twi er at www.twi er.com/pnai kvahlv . 

Thanks to Danielle Holland—CPT’s social network 
maven—for keeping us current!!  But now that she’s 
a new mom, we need another volunteer to step for-
ward.  Call 436-4900 to be our new maven! 

TORAH STUDY  
THIS MONTH:   
 

Rabbi Novak and Renee Brachfeld 
will join Rabbi Mintz in leading  
Torah Study for Parashat VaYeshev, December 
8th and Rabbi Mintz will lead Parashat VaYig-
gash December 22nd, at the Rabbi’s home at 
10:00 AM.  A bagel and lox brunch will be served. 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah 
Earns $3  

in MaxPerk Rewards 
For Every Donated  

Ink or Toner Cartridge 
 

Just like any other organization, Con-
gregation P’nai  Tikvah uses a good 

deal of office supplies.  As a member of Office Max Max-
Perks program, CPT earns MaxPerks rewards based on our 
purchases and also on used ink and toner cartridges we re-
turn to our local Office Max store.  Donate your used HP, 
Dell and Lexmark ink and toner cartridges to us—either by 
bringing them to services or dropping them off at the con-
gregation office—and we’ll earn $3 in rewards for each 
cartridge.   

• Homes are always needed for the various  
      activities and meetings of our congregation. 
• Offer a Personal prayer – If you’d like to write 

your own, please do so.  If you would like to see it 
published in the newsletter, e- mail it to 
cptdoris@aol.com  



 

 
Will You  
Help Us Out? 
 
Congregation P'nai Tikvah is participating once again in the Shop for  
School night at Fresh and Easy, located at Del Webb Blvd. and Lake Mead Blvd. in 
Summerlin. We need four adults with children to help us out from 6PM to 8PM on 
Thursday December 6. The children can greet shoppers and tell them why we are 
there, help shoppers bag their purchases, and collect receipts over $20. It's really a lot 
of fun for the children. This is a big fundraiser for CPT because we get 5% of all sales 
made between the hours of 4PM and 6PM, plus $1 for every $20 spent.  Last year, we 
raised over $800 to help offset costs of running our Jewlicious Learning program. 
 
If you can help, please let Rabbi Mintz or Doris know, or contact Roz  
Tessler at 2catmom1@gmail.com or 702-360-3860. 
 
Thanks! 
Rabbi Mintz and Morah Rivka (Shannon Larian)
_______________________________________________________________ 

 For those that are on the search for bargains try the 99 cent store at 
9230 S. Eastern Avenue opened 7:00 am—9:30 pm.  It will be worth the 
schlep for those living in the Summerlin area.  Monday, Wednesday and 
Fridays are the delivery days for fresh produce.  Where can you get a 
cantaloupe and asparagus for 99 cents?   

 

Dollar Tree has for the holidays Kosher Martinelli Sparkling Red 
Grape Juice 8.4 oz. for 99 cents. 

 

Tips from the Sunshine Girl—Phyllis  
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For details regarding current CPT fundraisers or sug-
gestions for future fundraising opportunities, please 
contact Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com 
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Women’s Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
Tevet:  Sunday, December 16th:  7:00 – Chanukah 
Recipe Swap  and Reader’s Theatre– Marlene Sil-
verman’s home 
 

No R”Ch in January…Celebrate at “My Big Fat 
Jewish Wedding” on the 20th 
 

Adar:  Sunday, February 17th:  7:00 – Speaker on 
Women’s Issues – Hostess needed 
 

Nisan:  Sunday, March 10th :  7:00 – Passover 
Workshop – Hostess needed 
 

Iyyar:  Sunday, April 14th:  7:00 – Dream Circle  
(tentative) – Jackie Ackerman’s home 
 

Sivan:  Sunday, May 16th: 7:00 – Gather ‘Round 
the Pool – Rabbi’s House 

Mitzvah Envelopes:  
 
Mitzvah envelopes are given out at services with 
the hope that they will be filled 
out and returned with a dona-
tion for the congregation. Hon-
oring or remembering loved ones, 
giving tzedakah for a 
MiShebeirach, simply being 
thankful for meaningful services, 
and any other reason you can think of helps the 
congregation’s sustainability and funds future  

WANTED:  Help in Setting Up the 
Worship Area 

 

If we  were a wealthy congregation, we’d hire a 
crew for set-up and take-
down each service; and, 
since we do not have the 
funds to do that, we need 
volunteer sweat equity to 
help each time.   Set-up 
time is cut in half when a 

few people pitch-in.  So step up to perform this 
mitzvah (after all, how close are you to the magic 
number 613?) and call the office at (702) 436-4900 

DID YOU KNOW??   
When you buy a new car you can receive a referral fee from 
any dealership.  This is a wonder-
ful and carefree way to be a mitz-
vah to CPT its called a bird-dog 
fee.  More information contact 
Doris 869-2700.   

Jewlicious Learning 
Our young scholars have been preparing for 
Chanukah, with Rabbi Mintz and Cantor 
Goldberg and progressing with their He-
brew (word and letter recognition for the 
younger group) and dictionary skills, finding 
roots, and learning about prefixes and suf-
fixes for the older group. 
 
We took time in November to see Jewish 
values in the American holiday of Thanks-
giving and even made Thanksgiving Seder 
Plates. 
 
We continue to learn brachot and pitgamim 
(blessings and quotable phrases) and creat-
ed delightful Chanukah cards filled with 
symbols of the holiday and headed in He-
brew with the greeting:  “Chanukah 
Sameiach.” 
 
So we want to wish everyone a Chanukah 
Sameiach/a very happy Chanukah. 
 
Hooray for dreidles, Channukiyot, chocolate 
gelt, and sufganiyot! 
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1. What is the best way to light the Menorah? 
Beeswax candles  

Olive oil  

Wax candles 
 

2. Which city in Israel do the best olives come from? 
Tel Aviv  

Tekoah  

Jerusalem  

Modin 
 

3. How many candles do we light on the 3rd night of Chanukah, besides the Sha-
mash, servant candle? 

1  

2  

3  

4 
 

4. Why did it take 8 days to get fresh oil for the Menorah in the Bet Hamikdash? 
 

It took a long time to travel  

They had to get it from Egypt  

They needed time to make it pure  

They didn't have a centrifuge 
 

5. What kind of olives are best for making olive oil? 
 

Pure  

Green  

Black  

Pickled 
 

6. How many branches did the Menorah in the Temple have? 
 

9  

8  

7  

6 
 

Chanukah Quiz 
Test Your Chanukah Knowledge! 



 

 

 
250 g chocolate 
colored or chocolate sprinkles 
 
You will also need: 
a few disposable cups 
aluminum foil 

 
Melt the chocolate in microwave for 5 
minutes on medium heat. 
Pour some into disposable cups. 
Repeat until all the chocolate is melted. 
Try using different sizes of cups, so the 
coins come out in different sizes. 
Optional: Sprinkle with colored or 
chocolate sprinkles 
Let cool. 
Remove chocolate from cup. 
Wrap in aluminum foil. 
 
Suggestion: Put the coins into the 
Dreidle box that can be found in the 
Crafts section 
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7. What was the miracle of Chanukah? 
Victory of the Maccabees over the Greeks  

Finding a jug of pure oil  

The oil lasted for 8 days  

all of the above 
 

8. What did the Maccabees fight for? 

A free country  

Riches and wealth  

For the right to practice Judaism 
 

9. We light the candles from..? 
Left to right  

Right to left  

Top to bottom  

Bottom to top 
Bottom of Form 

10. What kind of foods do we eat on Chanukah? 
With oil  

Fat-free  

With Cheese  

With oil and cheese 
 

Chanukah Coins 
Answers on page 21 



MITZVAH ENVELOPES 

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz 
-In memory of Sarah Sheinberg Porath Stromberg 
-In memory of Harry Stromberg 
-In memory of Joseph Porath 
-In memory of Estelle Sacks 
-In honor of Davida Lewin Shermer 
-In honorof Marek Rachelski 
-In honor of the installation of Cantor Marla Gold-
berg 
 
Dotti & Ken Elgart 
-In memory of Dotti's brother Lawrence Silverman 
 
Dov & Nill Klein 
-In honor of Rabbi Mintz 
 
Ann Mandell 
-In memory of my parents Sarah & Reuben White 
 
Carol & Larry Bernstein 
-In memory of Jean Bernstein 
 
Lynn & David Pisetnzer 
-In memory of Neil Zelenitz 
 
Elliot Bender 
 
David Aris 
 
Linda Kauffman 
 
Dale Gardner 
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Mi Shebeirach/”Get Well” 

Wishes to… 
 Hedda Abbott                
 Marie Ackerman 
 Phrank Diamond    
 Carol Bernstein 
 Larry Bernstein 
 Karen Boyett’s mother 
 Fran Fine’s Mother 
 Garret & Isaac Lewin 
 Marjorie Lieberman 
 Davida Lewin Schermer 
 Dr. Jordan Lurie 
 Harriet Miller 
 Betty Guillentine 
 Doris (D’vorah) Turrentine 
 Barbara Grossman 
 Edith Rome 
 Jonathan Schwartz  
 Gary Paykell 
 Elliot Bender 
 Paul Bodner 
 Benny Yerushalmi’s Mother in Law 
 Cindy’s Fox’s Mother 
 Marie Lodeski 
 Rocky Fazio 
 Guy Fazio 
 Olivia Bender 
 David Epstein 
 Mindy Bonder Berkon 
 Fran Fine’s Mother 
 Karen Boyett’s Mother 
 The innocents injured in the rocket fire in Israel  
 and  Gaza 

It is customary to acknowledge the MiShebeirach 
prayers of the congregation with a small donation 
made in your loved one’s honor. 

 
TORAH FUND 
ISRAELI TREES 
PRAYER BOOK DEDICATIONS  
OR PURCHASE 
 
For $40.00 a prayer book can either be purchased for personal 
use or be dedicated  to the congregation “In Memory” or “In 

To have a “Chai Contributions”…to life! sent out, please 
contact the office at 436-4900, or so indicate on your Mitz-
vah envelope.  Mitzvah Funds and Tribute Card funds are 
used to help maintain and grow the vital programs and ser-
vices of Congregation P’nai Tikvah. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Chanukah toy donations are still needed for the JFSA 



20 

 
 

Happy December 
Birthday!! 

KIDZ KORNER for December Kislev/Tevet 
 

If we missed your birthday or an anniversary, we apologize.  Please call the synagogue office 
at (702) 436-4900 so we can update and correct our records. 

HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS TO: 
 
Scott Linker                          December 1 
Austin Royer                        December 6 
Linda Kauffman                    December 7 
Ron Royer                            December 8 
Nancy Goldberg                   December 22 
Larry Bernstein                     December 25 
Sam Wagmeister                  December 30 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Rachel & Ron Piekarsky              

December 19 
 
 

 
 



YAHRZEITS  
FOR DECEMBER 
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George Effros 
-Remembered by Susan & Rick Bindhamer 
  
Minnie Etkind 
-Remembered by Ann Brandt 
  
Samuel Kosh 
-Remembered by Gayla Wennstrom 
 
Samuel Kosh 
-Remembered by Fern Kosh 
  
Margaret Lebenheim 
-Remembered by Kristen Jaeger & Tim 
Lockett 
  
Lillian Lurie 
-Remembered by Davida Lewin Schermer 
  
Joseph Porath 
-Remember by Rabbi Yocheved Mintz 
  
Bertha Schachter 
-Remembered by Hedda Abbott 
  
Evelyn Ullman 
-Remembered by Anne & Gary Ullman 

In the rising of the sun and in its going down,  
we remember them; 
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of win-
ter,  
we remember them; 
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring,  
we remember them; 
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of au-
tumn,  
we remember them; 
In the beginning of the year and when it ends,  
we remember them; 
When we are weary and in need of strength,  
we remember them; 
When we are lost and sick at heart,  
we remember them; 
When we have joys we yearn to share,  
we remember them; 
So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are 
now a part of us, as we remember them 

 

Remembering Friends and Family:  
 
If you know of someone who can use 
a little cheer in their life because of 
illness or a death in their family‐or a 
simcha ‐mazel tov celebration; the 
"Sunshine Lady” Phyllis Zuckerman 
would like to send a card. Please con‐
tact her at:(702)617‐0585  or phyllis‐
tan@cox.net 

Joseph Porath 
-Remembered by Rabbi Yocheved Mintz  
 
Those who perished in Super Storm Sandy, Israel 
and Gaza. 

Donate your Pamper coupons to Rachel Piekarsky 
rannelliott@yahoo.com 

Chanukah Quiz Answers: 
 
1. Olive oil—Any, but olive oil was the original 

tradition  
2. Modin 
3. 4 
4. It took a long time to travel 
5. Pure 
6. 7—A menorah is just a candleholder—the Cha-

nukah Memorah is called a Chanukkiah. 
7. All of the above 
8. For the right to practice Judaism 
9. Left to right 
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                SHABBAT          CHANUKAH       WINTER 
 
                 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE: 
December 2      Simcha Sisters do a Chanukah preview at the Silver Sky Assisted Living Home 
December 3        Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm 
December 4     CPT Board Meeting—Sam Lieberman’s Home 
December 6      Jewlicious Learners and parents help out at Fresh & Easy fundraiser from 4 to 6;  
       Volunteers are needed to help out from 6 to 8 (contact Roz Tessler) 
December 7     Tot Shabbat 6:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 pm at Kraft  
       Sussman Chapel—Rabbi Mark Novak & Renée Brachfield Storytellers 
December 8     Torah Study  10:00 am Home of Rabbi Mintz, with Rabbi Mark and Renée:  “We 

        are the Stories We Tell” 
      7:00 p.m., at the Rabbi’s home:  “Chanukah in Santa Monica...Not”:   Candle light   

        ing, Havdallah, Wine and Desserts and an evening of folk tales, music, and, yes, jug
        gling, too.  Adults only  

December 9      First Day of Chanukah—JCC Program for Children with Rabbi Mark & Renée 
December 10      Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm 
December 17      Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm 
December 21      Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 pm at Kraft Sussman Chapel   

Blessing for the month  of Kislev/Tevet 
May we be blessed with light and love  during this darkest of months.  May we accept 
the challenges handed us with the knowledge that the deepest pain often precedes the 
greatest awakenings; and may we bless one another with kindness, friendship, and car-
ing.  Amen. 

Kol Kiruv, the newsletter of Congregation P’nai Tikvah, is available on-line at www.pnaitikvahlv.org at no cost.  If 
mailed, hard copy delivery is $36 annually.   Please notify us and remit payment . 


