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Tu B’Sh’vat, “the New Year of the Trees,” — which falls this year on February 7th 

and 8th— is so much more than a tip of the kippah to HaShem for the abundance that 

fills the earth — an abundance that sustains us.  This season in the Jewish calendar 

marks the point at which our hearts and souls begin to emerge from a dark winter full 

of contemplation to thoughts of spring and a season fertile with hope. 

 

When we face challenges and pray for the strength to overcome and the discernment 

to learn from those challenges, we reap an amazing bounty.  We are strengthened to 

meet further challenges head-on, and blessed with the responsibility of tikkun olam, 

of giving back, and helping others through the challenges they face.  We are  

catalyzed by hope and we “plant hope” in return. 

 

We are Congregation P’nai Tikvah— the “faces of hope.”  Join us at worship  

services, Torah studies, Women’s Rosh Chodesh, Men’s Club and our educational  

offerings for both children and adults.  We have some truly wonderful ways to “plant 

hope”! 

Sh’vat:   

Planting Hope 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah will worship on Shabbat, Febuary 3rd and 17th , at Kraft-

Sussman Chapel, in the Bank Nevada Business Park at 3975 S. Durango, Suite 104, in 

Las Vegas.  Tot Shabbat will be held on February 3rd and will begin at 6:30 PM.   

Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv services will begin on both dates at 7:30 PM.   

 

Torah Study will take place at 10:00 AM on February 4th and 18th at Rabbi Mintz’s 

home.  A bagels and lox brunch is served.  Please RSVP by calling the administrative 

office at (702) 436-4900 or by emailing gkmintz@aol.com .  



Rabbi’s Message 

Dear Chevreh: 
 

It is a great z'chut (privilege) to learn with one's 

children and grandchildren.  For the past two 

years, I have been studying a passage of the 

book of Jeremiah with my granddaughter     

Sophie, and loved our discussions about the 

theme-link of the Torah and Haftarah:       

Mitzrayim/Egypt.   

I was overjoyed to witness Sophie being called 

to the Torah to become a Bat Mitzvah January 

28th, in Minneapolis. Sophie led the P'sukei 

D'zimrah section before the formal Shacharit 

section, chanted three aliyot portions and the 

maftir from the Torah, Par'shat Bo, the        

haftarah from Jeremiah, and delivered a D'var 

Torah. I had the honor of chanting from the 

Torah, as well, and delivering the sermon.  The 

joy of witnessing Sophie's rite of passage, of 

shepping nachas from the gentle guidance that 

is the parenting style of my son and daughter-

in-law, Steve and Trish, of seeing the support 

and pride in the eyes of her siblings, Molly, 

Heidi, and Jack, was matched only by being 

there with all of my sons and their wives, most 

of my grandchildren, many cousins, and our 

own Sam, Doris, and Palmie.  May we all be 

able to share our moments of simcha with 

loved ones. 

Our Torah readings are now in the midst of the 

plagues and subsequent developments as we 

went from slavery to freedom and formed   

ourselves into a nation.  In preparing for the 

sermon I delivered, I pondered a question  
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posed by the Ishbitzer Rebbe:  "Why did we 

have to witness the plagues during our stay in 

Mitzrayim?  Could they not been a punishment 

for the Egyptians visited upon them after we 

departed the land?'  

The Ishbitzer, although living in the 18th    

century, was psychologically very astute and 

pointed out that it was necessary for us to see 

the suffering and deal with our own psyches.  

Having been in Mitzrayim for 430 years, we 

were not only "kotzer ruach"/of crushed spirits 

"me-avodah kasha"/from hard labor (as we 

spoke about at services in January), but we 

were also in a slave mentality.  We were used 

to being subservient; we were used to taking 

orders; we were definitely not used to thinking 

independently, and, therefore, we were no 

more ready to leave the situation we were in 

than was Pharaoh ready to let us, as a people, 

go. 

We can relate to this, even now.  How often do 

we get in a funk and not be able to see our-

selves out of it...or even see the need to get out 

of it, until we confront ourselves (or, in many 

instances, our shadow selves).  But sometimes, 

that requires a kick-start.  I think that's what 

happened to us in Mitzrayim, and, in fact, I 

don't think we turned the corner and even  

started to be ready to become hopeful, to dare 

to think that we might have a better life, until 

the 9th plague. 

Our Torah tells us that in the 9th plague, the 

plague of darkness, the darkness was so       

oppressive that the Egyptians could not even 

see "ish et achav", a person's closest and    

dearest.  Yet, the Torah also states that the   

Israelites illuminated lights in their homes.  

Rabbi Bradley Artson notes that strange state-

ment about us having light in our homes is  

followed shortly thereafter with a line indicat-

ing that the Egyptians then had great respect  

Continued on Page 3 
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for the Israelites and for Moses.  I then, re-read 

the statement about "lights in their homes" and 

realized that "their" was referring to the   

Egyptians' homes, not our homes.  We must 

have ventured into their homes in the midst of 

the darkness!  And our bikkur cholim efforts 

brought light into their homes! 

Imagine!  We, who had been oppressed by  

these people for 430 years, must have realized 

that they, too, had been oppressed by their 

Pharaoh.  They, too, were suffering because of 

him; and we recognized in them, what we had 

been suffering for over four centuries. 

We must have also, simultaneously, recog-

nized that what we had been enduring for so 

many years, what we had become inured to, 

was not something we need endure any longer.  

It was then that we had become ready to follow 

Moses out of our Mitzrayim. 

Yet, it took one more plague until the Pharaoh 

allowed us to leave...and, as we know, even 

then, he had a change of heart...but, for him, it 

was too late. 

We have recently noted the first anniversary of 

the "Arab Spring" uprising in Tahrir Square; 

yet the people of Egypt are still suffering.  

Their economy is in shambles; the hoped-for 

reforms are still yet to take place; while there 

is more freedom of the press, the women who 

were so prominent in the uprising have been 

pushed to the background; the military, which 

was the backbone of Mubarek's regime, is still 

in power; the Muslim Brotherhood has gained 

a very strong foothold; and Islamist intimida-

tion has forced hundreds of thousands of native 

Copts (who trace their roots to Pharaonic line-

age) to flee.  While I do not believe that the 

Peace with Israel pact will be broken (Egypt is  

not Syria), I also do not feel confident that 

Egypt will be reliable neighbor in the near   

future.  (Ironically, Jeremiah warned us, way 

back in Biblical times, to be wary of 

Egypt....but to have confidence that G-d would 

redeem us.) 

 

Let us be cognizant of our own 

"Mitzrayim" (narrow straits); let us not allow 

ourselves to accept status quo when we can 

make our lives better; but, likewise, let us also 

remain open to seeing the humanity in those 

with whom we must live on this planet. 

 

L’Shalom, 

 
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz 

Continued from Page 2 



From Our Cantor — 

The Myth of  

Musical Purity 

Dear Friends, 
 

There are purists in virtually every field of human  

endeavor. Sports purists protest when a rule is changed. 

Literary purists object when a beloved novel is adapted 

to film. Culinary purists recoil when new ingredients 

are added to age-old recipes. Rifts often arise between 

purists and those with more lenient views, and their 

complaints can sometimes reverberate for years.  

Religion is certainly no stranger to these forceful voices 

of discontent. Most believers have a strong attachment 

to concepts of tradition, and perceived disruptions in 

continuity are regularly met with cries that the essence 

of the faith is being diluted.  
 

However, religions adapt and evolve over time and 

place, and exhibit traces of alterations and foreign  

influence. In Judaism, outside sources can be detected 

in holidays like Purim, practices like playing dreidel, 

and core beliefs like monotheism. Whether the context 

is ancient or modern, Middle Eastern or North  

American, Jewish ideas, rituals and customs have never 

been completely indigenous. This is perhaps most obvi-

ous in Jewish music. Music is an audible record of the 

varied places Jews have lived; there is no style, mode 

or genre free of the stamp of the surrounding culture. 
 

Still, music purists are not difficult to locate in Jewish 

circles. In his commentary on the Shulkhan Arukh,  

Moses Isserles (1520-1572) wrote, “[a cantor] who 

sings melodies that the gentiles use in their worship 

should be prevented from doing so, and if he refuses to 

comply and persists in doing so, he is to be removed 

from his position.” An eighteenth-century rabbinic  

critique added, “artistic singers in their ambition to 

show their art and to entertain the public with new 

tunes, forget the difference between the sacred place 

and the profane. . . . They call forth in the heart of the 

congregation profane sentiments instead of religious.” 

In our own time, grumbles about musical borrowing 

can be heard whenever popular sounds are adapted for 

synagogue use. The more ostensibly secular the 

source—be it rock, reggae, ragtime or something else—

the more resolute the opposition. 

But what are the grounds for this objection? On the 

one hand, musical standards and norms—such as 

the patterns of nusach (modal chant)—have  

devotional value for communities that uphold them. 

Familiar sounds are tied to specific occasions,  

intertwined with memories, and linked to one’s  

religious identity. On the other hand, melodic 

presentation has always been a matter of custom, 

not law; there is no rule that musical choices must 

be fixed or guarded. Song and chant are, in the end, 

practical vehicles for delivering texts and stirring 

emotions. From a purely pragmatic standpoint, if 

the music effectively serves this function, it can and 

should be used, no matter its origins.  
 

If this argument seems radical, one needs only  

examine the superscriptions of several psalms  

included in the Hebrew Bible. These headings  

specify familiar melodies to which the texts were to 

be sung. For instance, Psalms 45, 69 and 80 were 

set to the secular tune Al Shoshanim, “On the  

Lillies.” Psalms 57-59 were offered to Al Tashkhet, 

“Do Not Destroy.” Psalms 53 and 88 were intoned 

to Al Mahalat, “For Sickness.” These are examples 

of contrafact: the use of preexisting melodies for the 

singing of new texts.  
 

These psalms suggest that there was an influential 

branch of priestly singers who recognized and  

exploited the benefits of imparting ideas using  

already familiar melodies. The same process is at 

work when a nursery rhyme tune like “Twinkle, 

Twinkle, Little Star” is used for singing the ABCs: 

well-known music helps sear information into our 

minds. Synagogue purists condemn this simple yet 

powerful method in their (unrealistic) quest to rid 

the service of foreign and profane elements. Yet, 

the incorporation of identifiably external sounds—

whether contrafact or stylistic appropriations—is 

not only unavoidable, but can also achieve desired 

worship goals. 

 

Best Wishes, 

           
 

Cantor Jonathan Friedmann 
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Our Rabbi is Recognized and Also Receives Additional Ordination 
 

  

 

In the second week of January, Rabbi Mintz was recognized by OHALAH, 

the only transdenominational association of Rabbis, Cantors, and Rabbinic 

Pastors for her two terms as President of the international organization.  As 

a token of their appreciation, they presented her with a lovely crystal 

flame, engraved with her years of service and a message of gratitude. 
 

Rabbi Zalman Schachter Shalomi, founder of the Renewal movement, also 

"loaned" her a beautiful rainbow tallit cape, with a large "aleph" on the 

back and a rainbow kippah, a permanent on-loan which she then passed on 

(literally "passing the mantle") to her successor, 

Rabbi Dan Goldblatt, of Temple Beth Chaim, in 

Danville, California.  The ceremony took place 

during the annual OHALAH conference in  

Boulder, Colorado. 
 

Prior to the conference, Rabbi Mintz participated in the Hashpaah smicha 

(ordination) ceremony from the ALEPH ordination program.  After three 

years of study, she can now add the title of "Mashpiah Ruchanit" to her 

name and is ordained to practice as a Spiritual Director. 
 

Spiritual Direction is a relationship between a Director and a Directee, 

wherein the Director helps the Directee develop a deeper awareness of his 

or her relationship with G-d.  Through a series of ongoing meetings, generally about an hour, 

through deep listening and reflection, the Director assists the Directee to understand where the Di-

vine works in his or her life.  As opposed to pastoral counseling, as we normally think of it, Spiritu-

al Direction is not meant to address crisis events, but is more to help the seeker understand more 

fully his or her spiritual potential. 
 

Rabbi Mintz has offered her services to members of the congregation this year at no charge, but is 

also offering her services to the public, at approximately $60 per session.  She is limiting her  

practice, however, in order to fully meet the needs of the congregation, her position as President of 

the Board of Rabbis, and her other obligations.   
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In recognition... 

Passing the mantle... 

The Hashpaah smicha ceremony (Rabbi Mintz is at the speaker’s 
left) 

Rabbi Mintz gets her wings!!  Mazel tov !! 
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Legitimizing Anti-Semitism:   
WHY ANTI-SEMITISM IS MOVING TOWARDS THE MAINSTREAM 

by Alan M. Dershowitz 
 

(Reprinted from http://www.aish.com/jw/s/Legitimizing_Anti-Semitism.html ) 
 

For the first time since the end of World War II, classic anti-Semitic tropes—“the Jews” control the world and 

are to blame for everything that goes wrong, including the financial crisis; the Jews killed Christian children in 

order to use the blood to bake Matzo; the Holocaust never happened—are becoming acceptable and legitimate 

subjects for academic and political discussion. To understand why these absurd and reprehensible views, once 

reserved for the racist fringes of academia and politics, are now moving closer to the mainstream, consider the 

attitudes of two men, one an academic, the other a politician, toward those who express or endorse such bigotry. 

The academic is Professor Brian Leiter. The politician is Ron Paul. 

 
You’ve probably never heard of Leiter. He’s a relatively obscure professor of jurisprudence, who is trying to 

elevate his profile by publishing a gossipy blog about law school professors. He is a colleague of John 

Mearsheimer, a prominent and world famous professor at the University of Chicago.  
 

Several months ago Mearsheimer enthusiastically endorsed a book, really a pamphlet, that included all the  

classic anti-Semitic tropes. It was entitled “The Wandering Who” and written by Gilad Atzmon, a British version 

of David Duke, who plays the saxophone and has no academic connections. Atzmon writes that we must take 

“very seriously” the claim that “the Jewish people are trying to control the world.” He calls the recent credit 

crunch “the Zio punch.” He says “the Holocaust narrative” doesn’t make “historical sense” and expresses doubt 

that Auschwitz was a death camp. He invites students to accept the “accusations of Jews making Matzo out of 

young Goyim’s blood.” 

 
Books and pamphlets of this sort are written every day by obscure anti-Semites and published by disreputable 

presses that specialize in this kind of garbage. No one ever takes notice, except for neo-Nazis around the world 

who welcome any additions to the literature of hate. 

 
What is remarkable about the publication of this hateful piece of anti-Semitic trash, is that it was enthusiastically 

endorsed by two prominent American professors, John Mearsheimer and Richard Falk, who urged readers,  

including students, to read, “reflect upon” and “discuss widely” the themes of Atzmon’s book. Never before has 

any such book received the imprimatur of such established academics. 

 
I was not shocked by these endorsements, because I knew that both of these academics had previously crossed 

“red lines,” separating legitimate criticism of Israel from subtle anti-Semitism. Mearsheimer has accused  

American Jews of dual loyalty, and Falk has repeatedly compared Israel to Nazi Germany. Both were so  

enthusiastic about Atzmon’s anti-Zionism—he has written that Israel is “worse” than the Nazis—that they were 

prepared to give him a pass on his classic “blood libel” anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial.  No great surprise 

there. 
 

What was surprising—indeed shocking—was the fact that Mearsheimer’s relatively apolitical colleague, Brian 

Leiter, rushed to Mearsheimer’s defense. Without bothering even to read Atzmon’s book, Leiter pronounced that 

Atzmon’s “positions [do not mark him] as an anti-Semite [but rather as] cosmopolitan.” Leiter also certified that 

Atzmon “does not deny the Holocaust or the gas chambers.” Had Leiter read the book, he could not have made 

either statement. 
 

Atzmon himself credits “a man who…was an anti-Semite” for “many of [his] insights” and calls himself a “self-

hating Jew” who has contempt for “the Jew in me.” If that’s not an admission of anti-Semitism, rather than 

“cosmopolitanism,” I don’t know what is. As far as the Holocaust is concerned, Atzmon asserts that it is not “an 

historical narrative.” And as to the gas chambers, he doubts that the “Nazis ran a death factory in Auschwitz-

Birkenau.” 

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

Leiter went so far as to condemn those who dared to criticize Mearsheimer for endorsing Atzmon’s book, calling 

their criticism “hysterical” and not “advance[ing] honest intellectual discourse.” And he defended 

Mearsheimer’s endorsement as “straight forward.” 

 

The Brian Leiters of the world are an important part of the reason why anti-Semitic tropes are creeping back to 

legitimacy in academia. His knee-jerk defense of an admitted Jew hater—who, according to Leiter is not a des-

picable anti-Semite but an acceptable “cosmopolitan”—contributes to the legitimization of anti-Semitism. 

 

The same can be said of Ron Paul, who everyone has heard of. Paul has, according to The New York Times, 

refused to “disavow” the “support” of “white supremacists, survivalists and anti-Zionists who have rallied be-

hind his candidacy.” (These “anti-Zionists” believe that “Zionists”—Jews—control the world, were responsible 

for the bombing of the Oklahoma federal building, and caused the economic downturn, because “most of the 

leaders involved in the federal and international banking system are Jews.”) He allowed his “Ron Paul survival 

report” to espouse David Duke type racism and anti-Semitism for years during the 1990s, claiming he was una-

ware that they were being promoted under his name. Edward H. Crane, the founder of the libertarian CATO In-

stitute, has said, “I wish Ron would condemn those fringe things that float around” his campaign, but he refuses 

to reject the support of these anti-Semites who form a significant part of his base. The New York Times has criti-

cized Paul for his failure to “convincingly repudiate racist remarks that were published under his name for 

years—or the enthusiastic support he is getting from racist groups,” including those that espouse “anti-Semitism 

and far right paranoia.” 

 

Even now, Paul continues to accept contributions from Holocaust deniers, from those who blame the Jews for 

everything and from other bigots, thus lending some degree of legitimacy to their hateful views. 

It has been said that “all that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.” Leiter and Paul 

may or may not be good men, but they are guilty of more than merely doing nothing. They are, by their actions, 

helping to legitimate the oldest of bigotries. Shame on them! 
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Baruch HaShem 
 

The brand new Rabbi and his wife were newly assigned to their first congregation to 

reopen a Shul in suburban Brooklyn. They arrived in early February excited about 

their opportunities. When they saw their Shul, it was very run down and needed 

much work. They set a goal to have everything done in time to have their first service 

on Erev Purim. They worked hard, repairing aged pews, plastering walls, painting, 

etc, and on 8th of the Adar (February 17th) they were ahead of schedule and just 

about finished. On February 19 a terrible snowstorm hit the area and lasted for two 

days. On the 21st, the Rabbi went over to the Shul. His heart sank when he saw that 

the roof had leaked, causing a large area of plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off 

the front wall of the sanctuary just behind the pulpit, beginning about head high. The 

Rabbi cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not knowing what else to do but post-

pone the Erev Purim service, headed home.  

 

On the way home, he noticed that a local business was having a flea market  

type sale for charity, so he stopped in. One of the items was a beautiful, handmade, 

ivory colored, crocheted tablecloth with exquisite work, fine colors and a Star of  

David embroidered right in the center. It was just the right size to cover the hole in 

the front wall. He bought it and headed back to the Shul. By this time it had started to 

snow. An older woman running from the opposite direction was trying to catch the 

bus. She missed it. The Rabbi invited her to wait in the warm Shul for the next bus 

45 minutes later. She sat in a pew and paid no attention to the Rabbi while he got 

a ladder, hangers, etc., to put up the tablecloth as a wall tapestry. The Rabbi could 

hardly believe how beautiful it looked and it covered up the entire problem area.  

 

Then the Rabbi noticed the woman walking down the center aisle. Her face was like 

a sheet. "Rabbi, "she asked, "where did you get that tablecloth?" The Rabbi  

explained. The woman asked him to check the lower right corner to see if the initials, 

EBG were crocheted into it there. They were. These were the initials of the woman, 

and she had made this tablecloth 35 years before, in Poland . The woman could  

hardly believe it as the Rabbi told how he had just gotten the tablecloth. The woman 

explained that before the war she and her husband were well-to-do people in Poland. 

When the Nazis came, she was forced to leave. Her husband was going to follow her 

the next week. He was captured, sent to a camp and she never saw her husband or her 

home again.  

 

The Rabbi wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she made the Rabbi keep it for the 

Shul. The Rabbi insisted on driving her home. That was the least he could do. She 

lived on the other side of Staten Island and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a 

housecleaning job. 



Continued from Page 8 
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What a wonderful service they had on Erev Purim! The Shul was almost full. The 

Service was great. At the end of the service, the Rabbi and his wife greeted everyone 

at the door and many said that they would return. One older man, whom the Rabbi 

recognized from the neighborhood, continued to sit in one of the pews and stare, and 

the Rabbi wondered why he wasn't leaving. The man asked him where he got the  

tablecloth on the front wall because it was identical to one that his wife had made 

years ago when they lived in Poland before the war and how could there be two  

tablecloths so much alike? He told the Rabbi how the Nazis came, how he forced his 

wife to flee for her safety and he was supposed to follow her, but he was arrested and 

put in a camp. He never saw his wife or his home again all the 35 years between.   
 

The Rabbi asked him if he would allow him to take him for a little ride.  

They drove to Staten Island and to the same house where the Rabbi had taken the 

woman three days earlier. He helped the man climb the three flights of stairs to the 

woman's apartment, knocked on the door and he saw the greatest Erev Purim reunion 

he could ever imagine.  
 

This is based on a true story; God does work in mysterious ways! Take 60 seconds 

and give this a shot! All you do is simply say the following small prayer: 
 

HaShem, bless all my friends and family in whatever it is that You  

know they may be needing this day! May their lives be full of Your  

peace, prosperity and power as they seek to have a closer relationship 

with You. Amen.  

Thoughts on the month of Sh’vat 
 

It may still be the heart of the winter in many places, 
but the month of Sh’vat marks a hidden and mystical 
time of new beginnings. Sh’vat is a time of rebirth, 
new inspiration and creativity. The first part of the 
month may still feel dark and harsh, but that all  
changes after the 15th of the month, the full moon, the 
holiday of Tu B'Sh’vat. 
 

Be patient. Spring is coming. Something new is going 
to come forth within you. Prepare yourself for the new 
revelation of light and blessing that is available during 
this month of Sh’vat.  
 

During the month of Sh’vat, do not waste time focus-
ing on what you physically see before you, what you 
have and what you do not have. Much of what we 
currently experience, we have already birthed previ-
ously in our consciousness. The outer world is a re-
flection of the inner world. Everything has its roots in 
the spiritual and invisible realms of Being.  
 

Let's not be bound by the past but call out in the 
month of Sh’vat for new inspiration. Say Yes to the 
newness of life once again. Invite the awesome poten-
tial within you to come forth. Believe that you will bear 
new fruit and you will.  
 

The energy of the month is best represented by the 
holiday of Tu B'Sh’vat. It is kabbalistically one of the 
highest and most joyous days of the year. It is called  

the New Year for the Trees. Though the trees may still 
be barren at this time, we are told that the new sap 
begins to flow on Tu B'Sh’vat. We once again trust in 
the cycle of life that will produce new leaves, fruits and 
flowers.  
 

The Torah tells us that the human being is likened to a 
tree. Like the sap of the trees, our creative juices 
begin flowing on Tu B'Sh’vat, so we too will bear new 
fruit and flowers in the Spring.  
 

How do we bear new fruit in our lives? How do we 
open to newness? We know that a tree needs firm 
roots to grow and it needs water. In the month of 
Sh’vat we refine and strengthen our roots. If we want 
to change what is happening in our lives, if we want to 
birth new possibilities for ourselves, we have to 
change our consciousness, our thoughts, our feelings 
and our connection to our bodies. Our consciousness 
holds the roots of what we create in our life. Prayer, 
meditation, learning Torah and therapy are powerful 
tools to change our consciousness.  
 

Interestingly enough, the area of healing this month is 
eating. Eating is a mysterious inner process of renew-
al. We do not just eat physical food, but we ingest all 
kinds of food. What we do for recreation, the movies, 
the television, the books, the music, the friends, the 
work we do, everything we take into ourselves is food 
and has the ability to strengthen or weaken us. This 
month asks us to become conscious of what we take 
within us and seek to nurture ourselves on all levels.  
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A Taste of Espana from Our Friends, Roz and Steven Flans... 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Here we are at Vino Valencia, a monthly wine tasting where we get to 

sample wines that are made in small batches in local bodegas and are not 

available in stores. Tapas, too, of course. And always held at someplace  

different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep in touch! 
 

Roz & Steven Flans 

C/ Antonio Suarez, 46 

Piso 3 

Valencia, Espana 46021 
 

Phones are still the same: 

Magic Jack (Nevada call)   702-347-3253 

Cell 768-096-262 
 

Email:  rozflans@yahoo.com 
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January 26, 2012 

 

 

As the World Commemorates  

International Holocaust Memorial Day 

  Watch Shocking Iranian Anti-Semitic Video  

Mocking The Six Million  

 

On January 27th, diplomats at the United Nations and leaders across Europe gathered for  

International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust.  

 

But the international community must go beyond solemn moments of silence and begin to 

speak out against global anti-Semitism, including Iran's State-sponsored Holocaust denial  

campaign that  denigrates the victims of the Shoah, demonizes the Jewish people and the State 

of Israel.  

 

That campaign includes animated videos based on a notorious 2008 Iranian book of Holocaust 

denial cartoons whose preface brazenly seeks to “denounce the conspicuous lie of the ‘planed 

[sic] murder of 6 million Jews during the Second World War’ allegedly called ‘Holocaust’."  

 

In recent days, the Simon Wiesenthal Center has succeeded in getting YouTube to remove most 

of these anti-Semitic and Holocaust denial animated video cartoons from its link on an Iranian 

website – watch videos 

 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center has also: 

 

•Called upon UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and other leaders to use the International 

Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations to denounce the Iranian regime's Holocaust denial 

campaign 

 

•Alerted Facebook about a vicious bigot in Tehran promoting violence against Jews - his page 

was immediately removed 

 

•Generated public awareness through a series of op-eds and news releases in the US and Europe  

 

 

History confirms that left unchallenged, anti-Semitic libels ultimately ignite anti-Jewish acts. 

Thirty-five years after the Simon Wiesenthal Center was created to fight anti-Semitism and  

preserve the memory of the Shoah our work never been more critical.  
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Stan (and Phyllis) Zuckerman thought you might enjoy exercising your minds while working this word 

search puzzle featuring sports items form 2011 (reprinted from the Las Vegas Review-Journal).  More 

information for a night out at Metro Pizza is forthcoming.  Contact Stan at phyllistan@cox.net or by 

phone at (702) 617-0585 for more details.  (Solution to the puzzle can be found on page 18.) 

It’s a Guy Thing...CPT Men’s Club 
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Congregation P’nai Tikvah Celebrates the Chinese new year 

P’nai Tikvah members as well as members of the valley’s Jewish 
community gathered at the Blasco Event Wing of the UNLV Founda-
tion Building to welcome in both Shabbat and the Chinese New Year 
at the Congregation’s second annual “Chopsticks & Challah” dinner 
and services, held Friday, January 20th.  Seated in a room with  
replete with lanterns and flowers, guests dined on a delicious kosher 
Chinese meal from Big Dragon Chinese Restaurant, and enjoyed 
services led by Rabbi Mintz, Cantor Jonathan Friedmann and ac-
companist Marek Rachelski.  Everyone was well-fed — gastronomi-

cally and spiritually!  Special thanks to our servers — Dale Gardner, Jackie Ackerman, Ann Brandt, 
Ann Mandell, Harriet Bernstein, Marlene Silverman and Roz Tessler — and to Marijane Fredericksen 
and Carrie Matt for setting-up and decorating the room (weren’t Marijane’s “take-out centerpieces 
gorgeous?!).  Gung hay fat choy!! 

P’nai Tikvah Represented at Interfaith Social Action Leaders’ Lunch 
 

"You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as 

yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God" - Leviticus 19:34. That 
is one of the quotes that Rabbi Malcolm Cohen shared on the topic of immigration from the Jewish tra-

dition when he presented at a lunch hosted by the Las Vegas Valley Interfaith Sponsoring Committee on 

January 19 at Temple Sinai. The event was chaired by Congregation P'nai Tikvah Board Member Phil 
Barney, who was joined by Rabbi Mintz and CPT members Iris Katz and Ann Castro, as well as clergy 

and leadership from Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, Catholic, Muslim, and other faith traditions. This 
lunch was part of a series of events leading up to Las Vegas's first Community Convention on May 22, 

where 1000 people from numerous institutions will gather at UNLV to establish a public presence 

with the capacity to take on issues affecting the community, such as education, neighborhood blight, 
and the vulnerable elderly. The Sponsoring Committee is constantly increasing institutional involvement 

in building an organization of organizations and looks forward to increased representation from the  
Jewish community. For more information, or questions about congregational development trainings, 

please email Phil Barney at barney_phil@hotmail.com.  

Rabbi Mintz and MayLee DeLee. 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah  Seats New Board Members and Focuses on  
Fundamentals at Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Members gathered for the annual congregational meeting at the JCC in Summerlin on 
Sunday, January 22nd, for the purposes of electing newly nominated members Larry 
Bernstein, Dave Clark and John Khoury to the congregation board, as well as focusing on 
fundraising efforts and upcoming Purim program and Pesach seder.  A great exchange of 
ideas took place, with members suggesting completely new ways to raise funds along 
with new approaches to current fundraising efforts.  New member Justin Adler-Swanberg 
and Carrie Matt will coordinate with CPT’s Jewlicious Learning program for the Purim 
program on March 7th, and board member Phil Barney and Annie Goodrich will chair the 
committee in charge of the Pesach seder on April 7th.  Volunteers are needed for both 

events as well as to assist Dale Garnder, who will chair 
the fundraising committee.  Please contact the office at 
(702) 436-4900 or email Carrie Matt at  
carrievospt@gmail.com to volunteer your time for these 
vitally important committees! 

mailto:barney_phil@hotmail.com
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Because Everyone Can Use A 

LAUGH!! 
Jewish Haute Cuisine 
          - Submitted by Jay Segal 
 

This actually goes back 2 generations, 3 if you are over 50. It also explains 

why many Jewish men died in their early 60's with a non-functional cardio-

vascular system and looked like today's men at 89. 
 

Before we start, there are some variations in ingredients because of the 

various types of Jewish taste (Polack, Litvack and Gallicianer). 
 

Just as we Jews have six seasons of the year (winter, spring, summer, fall, 

the slack season, and the busy season), we all focus on a main ingredient 

which, unfortunately and undeservedly, has disappeared from our diet. I'm talking, of course, about 

SCHMALTZ (chicken fat). SCHMALTZ has, for centuries, been the prime ingredient in almost every 

Jewish dish, and I feel it's time to revive it to its rightful place in our homes. (I have plans to distribute 

it in a green glass Gucci bottle with a label clearly saying:  "low fat, no cholesterol, Newman's Choice, 

extra virgin SCHMALTZ." (It can't miss!)  
 

Then there are grebenes - pieces of chicken skin, deep fried in SCHMALTZ, onions and salt until crispy 

brown (Jewish bacon). This makes a great appetizer for the next cardiologist's convention. 
 

There's also a nice chicken fricassee (stew) using the heart, gorgle (neck), pipick (a great delicacy,  

given to the favorite child, usually me), a fleegle (wing) or two, some ayelech (little premature eggs) 

and other various chicken innards, in a broth of SCHMALTZ, water, paprika, etc.  We also have knishes 

(filled dough) and the eternal question, "Will that be liver, beef or potatoes, or all three?" 
 

Other time-tested favorites are kishkeh, and its poor cousin, helzel (chicken or goose neck). Kishkeh is 

the gut of the cow, bought by the foot at the Kosher butcher. It is turned inside out, scalded and 

scraped. One end is sewn up and a mixture of flour, SCHMALTZ, onions, eggs, salt, pepper, etc., is 

spooned into the open end and squished down until it is full. The other end is sewn and the whole 

thing is boiled. Yummy! 
 

My personal all-time favorite is watching my Zaida (grandpa) munch on boiled chicken feet.  For our 

next course we always had chicken soup with pieces of yellow-white, rubbery chicken skin floating in 

a greasy sea of lokshen (noodles), farfel (broken bits of matzah), tzibbeles (onions), mondlech (soup 

nuts), kneidlach (dumplings), kasha (groats), kliskelech and marech (marrow bones). 
 

The main course, as I recall, was either boiled chicken, flanken, kackletten, hockfleish (chopped meat), 

and sometimes rib steaks, which were served either well done, burned or cremated. Occasionally we 

had barbecued liver done to a burned and hardened perfection in our own coal furnace. 
 

Since we couldn't have milk with our meat meals, beverages consisted of cheap soda (Kik, Dominion 

Dry, seltzer in the spritz bottles). 

Growing Up Jewish   - Submitted by Jay Segal 

 

If you are Jewish, and grew up in city with a large Jewish population, or are gentile with Jewish friends 
or associates, the following will invoke heartfelt memories. 
 

The Yiddish word for today is PULKES (PUHL-kees). Translation: THIGHS.  Please note: this word has 
been traced back to the language of one of the original Tribes of Israel, the Cellulites. 

Continued on Page 16 
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Have a joke or funny story to share?  We’d love to hear it!  (Nu—who doesn’t like to laugh??)  Send your submission to 
Carrie Matt at carrievospt@gmail.com and you might see it here!  Remember, don’t send it in if you couldn’t tell it to your 
bubbe and zayde ! 

The only good advice that your Jewish mother gave you was: "Go! You might meet somebody!" 
 

You grew up thinking it was normal for someone to shout "Are you okay?" through the bathroom door 
when you were in there longer than 3 minutes. 
 

Your family dog responded to commands in Yiddish. 
 

Every Saturday morning your father went to the neighborhood deli (called an "appetitizing store") for 
whitefish salad, whitefish "chubs", lox (nova if you were rich!), herring, corned beef, roast beef, cole 
slaw, potato salad, a 1/2-dozen huge barrel pickles which you reached into the brine for, a dozen  
assorted bagels, cream cheese and rye bread (sliced while he waited).  All of which would be strictly  
off-limits until Sunday morning. 
 

Every Sunday afternoon was spent visiting your grandparents and/or other relatives. 
 

You experienced the phenomenon of 50 people fitting into a 10-foot-wide dining room hitting each other 
with plastic plates trying to get to a deli tray. 
 

You had at least one female relative who penciled on eyebrows which were always asymmetrical. 
 

You thought pasta was stuff used exclusively for Kugel and kasha with bowties. 
 

You were as tall as your grandmother by the age of seven. 
 

You were as tall as your grandfather by age seven and a half. 
 

You never knew anyone whose last name didn't end in one of 5 standard suffixes (berg, baum, man, 
stein and witz). 
 

You were surprised to discover that wine doesn't always taste like cranberry sauce. 
 

You can look at gefilte fish and not turn green. 
 

When your mother smacked you really hard, she continued to make you feel bad for hurting her hand. 
 

You can understand Yiddish but you can't speak it. 
 

You know how to pronounce numerous Yiddish words and use them correctly in context, yet you don't 
know exactly what they mean. Kaynahurra. 
 

You're still angry at your parents for not speaking both Yiddish and English to you when you were a  
baby. 
 

You have at least one ancestor who is somehow related to your spouse's ancestor. 
 

You thought speaking loud was normal. 
 

You considered your Bar or Bat Mitzvah a "Get Out of Hebrew School Free" card.  (Sorry, Rabbi Mintz!) 
 

You think eating half a jar of dill pickles is a wholesome snack. 
 

You're compelled to mention your grandmother's "steel cannonballs" upon seeing fluffy matzo balls 
served at restaurants. 
 

You buy 3 shopping bags worth of hot bagels on every trip to Montreal and ship them home via FedEx. 
(Or, if you live near Montreal or another Jewish city hub, you drive 3 hours just to buy a dozen "real"  
bagels.) 
 

Your mother or grandmother took personal pride when a Jew was noted for some accomplishment 
(showbiz, medicine, politics, etc.) and was ashamed and embarrassed when a Jew was accused of a 
crime... as if they were relatives. 
 

You thought only non-Jews went to sleep away colleges. Jews went to city schools... unless they had 
scholarships or made an Ivy League school. 
 

And finally, you knew that Sunday night and the night after any Jewish holiday was designated for  
Chinese food. 
 

Zei gezunt!! 

Continued from Page 15 
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Box Tops For Education are a Simple 
Way to Support P’nai Tikvah’s  
Jewlicious Learning Program! 

 

Box Tops for Education is a very 
simple way for you to contribute 
to CPT’s Jewlicious Learning pro-
gram every time you shop!  Clip 
box tops from hundreds of prod-
ucts.  Each box top is worth 10 
cents for the program, and some products are offer-
ing double and triple box tops!  Bring them to ser-
vices with you and place them in the “Box Tops for  
Education” box.  For a complete list of products 
bearing the Box Tops for Education symbol, go to:  
http://www.boxtops4education.com . 
 

Special thanks to member Jessie Werner for volun-
teering to coordinate our “Box Tops” effort! 

On’gai Shabbat— Just a few openings left! 
 

We still have a few openings left for those of you who 
want to celebrate a simcha or commemorate the 
memory of a loved one by sponsoring an Oneg  
Shabbat.  And for you foodies who want to get your 
Bobby Flay or Gordon Ramsey on, there’s still time!  
Check out the schedule below; an opening is your  
opportunity: 

 February 3rd  Sponsor:  Ann Brandt 
       Caterers:  Carol & Larry Bernstein 

 February 17th Sponsor:  Ann Mandell 
 CATERING OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 

 March 2nd SPONSOR OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 
           Caterers:  April Long & Max VandeCamp 

 March 16th Sponsors:  Phyllis & Stan Zuckerman      
                      and Rozlyne Tessler 

  Caterers:  Phyliis & Stan Zuckerman 

 April 20th   Sponsor:  Art Kunis 
 CATERING OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 

 May 4th Sponsor:  Hariet Miller 
 CATERING OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 

 May 18th    Sponsors:  Phyllis & Stan Zuckerman 
  Caterers:    Phyllis & Stan Zuckerman 

 June 1st     SPONSOR & CATERING  
  OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

 June 15th SPONSOR & CATERING 
  OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
 
Call the office at (702) 436-4900 or email Carrie Matt at 
carrievospt@gmail.com for more information or to 
book your date now! 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah has a New URL, 
New Facebook and Twitter Addresses 

 

Make our new web address, www.pnaitikvahlv.org , a  
Favorite!  Our new website is currently under development; 
we can’t wait to share the results with you!!  

 

Social networking with your shul is easier than ever!  
“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
pnaitikvahlv and follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/pnaitikvahlv . 
 

Thanks to member Danielle Holland—CPT’s social network 
maven—for keeping us current!! 

TORAH STUDY  

THIS MONTH: 
 

Rabbi Mintz will lead Torah 

Study on Par’shat Beshalach on  

Saturday, February 4th and on Par’shat Mishpatim 

on Saturday, February 18th at her home at 10:00 

AM.  A bagel and lox brunch will be served on both 

dates.  Please call the office at (702) 436-4900 or 

email Rabbi Mintz at gkmintz@aol.com to RSVP. 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah 

Earns $3  

in MaxPerk Rewards 

For Every Donated  

Ink or Toner Cartridge 

 
Just like any other organization, Congregation P’nai  

Tikvah uses a good deal of office supplies.  As a member 

of Office Max MaxPerks program, CPT earns MaxPerks 

rewards based on our purchases and also on used ink and 

toner cartridges we return to our local Office Max store.  

Donate your used HP, Dell and Lexmark ink and toner 

cartridges to us—either by bringing them to services or 

dropping them off at the congregation office—and we’ll 

earn $3 in rewards for each cartridge.  Special thanks to 

Meera Kamegai for her toner cartridge donation!! 



 

For details regarding current CPT fundraisers or 
suggestions for future fundraising opportunities, 
please email the synagogue office at  
carrievospt@gmail.com. 

cont. from page 17 

18 

Women’s Rosh Chodesh  

Calendar for the Year 
    

As we journey through 5772, we don’t want you to 

miss a minute of what’s in store for Women’s Rosh 

Chodesh! The remaining meeting dates are: 
 

 Adar/February 26          

(at Annie Goodrich’s)  

 Nisan/March 25  

 Iyyar/April 22                  

(at Linda Ortega-

Kauffman’s) 

 Sivan/May 20 (Yom Yerushalayim— we’ll  

      attend the scheduled program at 3:00 PM at  

      Midbar Kodesh Temple in Henderson, then grab                     

      a bite to eat after at the Cheesecake Factory 
 

We still need a host home in which to hold our 

meetings for Nisan.  Please call the office at (702) 

436-4900 or email carrievospt@gmail.com to offer 

to host this meeting.  We will announce the  

locations and times of all meetings in our  

service programs, in the newsletter and in email  

updates. 

Tu B’Shvat is February 7th!! 
NOW is a Great Time to Put Your  

“Pennies in the Pushka”! 
The chilling winds of 
winter have many of us 
yearning for spring-
time...with flowers 
budding and trees 
once again taking on lush foliage (even in the desert!).  
Tu B’Shvat (the New Year for the Trees) is February 
7th!  Pick—up your JNF Blue Box at services this 
month and start depositing your change now!  We 
play a big part in planting trees, establishing irrigation 
systems and all the other necessary services Jewish 
National Fund provides to the State of Israel every 
time we “put a penny in the pushka”.  Support Israel, 
support JNF!! 

Mitzvah Envelopes:  

 
Mitzvah envelopes are given 

out at services with the hope 

that they will be filled out and 

returned with a donation for 

the congregation. Honoring or remembering 

loved ones, giving tzedakah for a MiShebeirach, 

simply being thankful for meaningful services, 

and any other reason you can think of helps the 

congregation’s sustainability and funds future  

programming.                                                         

WANTED:  Help in Setting Up the 

Worship Area 
 

Getting your home ready for a get-together can be 
pretty challenging...especially if you’re short on 
time and help.  Well, our home at Kraft-Sussman 
(as great as it is) requires preparation and set-up 
on Friday afternoons so it is ready for services on  
Friday evenings.  We could definitely use your  
assistance with this!  Set-up time is cut in half 
when a few people pitch-in.  So step up to perform 

this mitzvah (after all, 
how close are you to the 
magic number 613?) and 
call the office at (702) 
436-4900 to volunteer.   

NEWSLETTER ADS:   

If you are interested in placing an ad in the  

Kol Kiruv, you are welcome to send the ad to 

Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com.  The cost is $25 for 1/4 

page, $50 for 1/2 page, and $100 for a full page.  

Placement of ad is subject to approval by the editor. 

The solution to the “It’s a Guy 
Thing” CPT Men’s Club Word 
Search Puzzle on page 13 of 
this newsletter.  How did you 
do?? 

mailto:carrievospt@gmail.com
mailto:Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com


Shepping Nachas fun de Kinder! 

We know you’re bursting at the seems with pride, so share with us your children’s and grandchildren’s accomplishments 

— we’d love to hear about them!!  Email the editor at Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com  . 

Shepping Nachas fun de Kinder! 
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CPT member Carly Matt is thrilled and thankful for the opportunity to perform in a series of 

cabaret-style shows from March 15th thru 18th at the Des Plaines Theater in Des Plaines,  

Illinois (a northwest Chicago suburb).  When theater manager (and Carly’s childhood friend), 

Allison Orr, began to search for performances to stage at the newly-renovated and re-opened 

venue (formerly planned as a movie theater intended to screen “Bollywood” Hindi features), she 

immediately thought of Carly, knowing that her vocal  talents and ability to beautifully perform 

material across a variety of musical genres would appeal 

to audiences from across the Chicagoland area.  Orr  

presented Carly’s YouTube videos to her production staff 

who enthusiastically agreed that Carly should bring a “bit 

of Las Vegas” to the “Windy City”.  Carly leaves for  

Chicago February 15th to start staging the production.  

She will perform songs from cinematic favorites—a nod 

to the theater’s former life as a movie house—as both a 

solo artist and accompanied by local opera and musical 

theater performer Rob Riddle.  Tickets are $15.  Tell your 

Chicagoland family and friends to take in one — or all— 

of Carly’s performances.  They’ll be in for a real treat!! 

Carly Matt 
To Perform in 

Cabaret-style Show 
in Chicagoland in 

March 

Once a grand and beautiful suburban movie theater that—
over time—fell into disrepair, the Des Plaines Theater 

underwent extensive renovation and re-opened in  

November 2011 to much fanfare, becoming a newly  
cherished venue for live theatrical performances and  

concerts. 

Restored to its former glory, the theater interior’s  
appointments pay tribute to a golden age while  

incorporating the latest in theater knowledge and  

technology.   

mailto:Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com


Jewlicious Learning:  Infinity and Beyond 
 

The Jewish calendar cycle is a busy one, and our Jewlicious Learners 

are becoming quite accustomed to this.  As the focus moves away 

from Chanukah, the yeladim (children) began to look at Tu B’ Sh’vat, 

the New Year of the Trees.  They discussed saplings, planting a  

sapling, providing water, earth, and sunlight.  They also learned some 

new Hebrew vocabulary as a part of the lesson: 

 Shoresh—root, be it the root of a tree or the “root” of a word 
 Eitz—tree, which we also use when we refer to the Torah as “Eitz Chayim” (the Tree of 

Life) 
 Tu—fifteen, composed of the letters “tet” and “vov”, which represent the numbers “9” 

and “6”, respectively 
 Keter—crown, whether we speak of the leafy top of a tree, royal headwear, or the crown 

we put atop the Torah 
 

The talmidim (students) reviewed the story of Purim as well as a “Purim shpiel” (or Purim 

play) that they will perform at P’nai Tikvah’s Purim program on Wednesday, March 7 (please 

note the date).   
 

The chaverim  (friends) were introduced to the song, “Aleph Bet Boogie,” by Rabbi Joe 

Black— a jazzy, catchy tune that will help the Learners with their aleph bet.  They also 

started to learn the Shema by sight recognition rather than memorization.  They were given 

copies of the prayer in Hebrew and in English translation, and learned a couple of melodies 

for the Shema—one of which we sing at our services.  They learned about the significance of 

volume difference between the first two lines (as if angels are whispering the second line).  

When discussing the meaning, they pondered the concept of “...l’olam vaed” and discovered 

that perhaps the most meaningful way to understand the concept is to think of “Toy Story’s” 

character Buzz Lightyear and his credo, “To infinity and beyond!” 
 

Jewlicious Learning will meet every Monday in February except February 20th (President’s 

Day). 
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MITZVAH ENVELOPES 

 

 

 

 

     

 
 

John Wennstron  

Fern Kosh 

David Aris 

Marlene Silverman 

- In memory of Shirley & Harry Sweet 

Arthur Kunis 

- In memory of Beila Kunis 

Sam Lieberman 

- To sponsor 1/6/12 Oneg Shabbat 

Beverly & Robert Lazarowitz 

- In honor of their grandson, Paul Bryant Lazarowitz 

Ann Brandt 

-To sponsor the 2/3/12 Oneg Shabbat 

Rozlyne Tessler 

- To sponsor the 3/16/12 Oneg Shabbat 

 

"CHAI CONTRIBUTIONS" TO LIFE! 
 

 

 

TORAH FUND 

 

ISRAELI TREES 

 

PRAYER BOOK DEDICATIONS 
For $40.00 a prayer book can be dedicated  

“In Memory” or “In Honor of” and a card from  

CPT will be sent to the family.  The prayer book  

plate will be placed on the inside cover of our 

 new Kol HaNeshamah siddur. 

To have a “Chai Contributions”…to life! sent out, please contact 

the office at 436-4900, or so indicate on your Mitzvah envelope.   

Mitzvah Funds and Tribute Card funds are used to help maintain 

and grow the vital programs and services of Congregation P’nai 

Tikvah. 
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Mi Shebeirach/”Get Well” Wishes to… 

 
 Hedda Abbott                     Marie Ackerman 

 Rabbi Michael Lerner         Roz Flans 

 Monique Asraf          Jane Needlemen 

            Davida Lewin—Schermer  Don Kusel                          

 Garret and Isaac Lewin      Dr. Jordan Lurie 

                (Davida’s grandsons and nephew)  

 Rabbi Leila Gal Berner      Leah Gittel bat Pearl 

 Janet Kanofsky        Nathan Besman         

 Dr. Byron Sherwin        Vincent Ensalauka        

 Gil Simpson         Elliot Bender         

 Tzivia Simpson        Iris Katz          

 Tom Smith         Josh Kaufman        

 Doris Turrentine       Don Kauffman        

 Yudis Bat Tzia Wolf (Edith Rome) 

 Rabbi Ya’acov Gabriel         

 Shayna Beila bat Mara Leya   

     (Eileen Ancman’s sister) 

It is customary to acknowledge the MiShebeirach prayers of the 

congregation with a small donation made in your loved one’s 

honor. 



22 

 

 

 

Happy February  

Birthday!! 

KIDZ KORNER for February/Sh’vat 

If we missed your birthday or an anniversary, we apologize.  Please call the synagogue office 

at (702) 436-4900 so we can update and correct our records. 

Eileen Ancman                 February 15 
Wendy Kraft-Sussman     February 16 
Ann Mandell                     February 17 
Vince Gardner                  February 19 
Billy Matt                          February 26 
Carol Bernstein                February 27 
 

 

 

 

Happy  

Anniversary! 

Linda & Donald Kaufman       February  9 
Lynn & David Pisetzner         February 11                    
Anne & Gary Ullman              February 13 
Doris & Palmie Turrentine      February 14 
Barbara & Andrew Holland    February 14 



Memorial plaques are available for your  consideration,  

To honor the departed,  

     To inspire the living.  

          To be remembered in the hearts of                                         

Those we leave behind is,  

     In a sense, to live forever.     

For further information, call the Synagogue office at  

702-436-4900                                                                                                                                    

Mitzvah donations also appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we could have a lifetime wish, 

A dream that would come true, 

We’d pray to G-d with all our hearts,  

For yesterday and you! 

A thousand words 

Can’t bring you back 

We know because we’ve tried, 

And neither will a million tears, 

We know, because we’ve cried. 

You left behind our broken hearts, 

And happy memories too; 

But we never wanted memories,  

We only wanted you. 
 

Linda Gelfan 
- Remembered by Jana Khoury 
Fred Halperin 
- Remembered by Ellen Royer 
Ernest Jacobs 
- Remembered by the Wagmeister Family 
Felicia Johnson 
- Remembered by Kristen Jaeger & Tim Lockett 
Hannah Nager 
- Remembered by Davida Lewin-Schermer 

YAHRZEITS  

FOR FEBRUARY 
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Bertha Platt 
- Remembered by Zandra Bender 
Jim Schermer 
- Rtemembered by Davida Lewin-Schermer 
Julian Ullman 
- Remembered by Anne & Gary Ullman 
Dora Weiman 
- Remembered by Barbara Holland 
Jacob Weiman 
- Remembered by Barbara Holland 

Eleanor Wohl 
- Remembered by Barbara Holland 
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE:     

 

Feb    3        Tot Shabbat Service, 6:30 PM at Kraft-Sussman Chapel 

  Kabbalat Shabbat & Maariv Services, 7:30 PM at Kraft-Sussman Chapel 

Feb 4 Torah Study, 10:00 AM at the Rabbi’s Home (Please RSVP) 

Feb    6        Congregation P’nai Tikvah Board Meeting, 7:00 PM at Sam Lieberman’s      

   home 

Feb    7 Erev Tu B’Sh’vat 

Feb    8 Tu B’Sh’vat 

Feb    12 Lincoln’s Birthday 

Feb    14 Valentine’s Day 

Feb 17 Kabbalat Shabbat & Maariv Services, 7:30 PM at Kraft-Sussman Chapel 

Feb    18 Torah Study, 10:00 AM at the Rabbi’s Home (Please RSVP)  

Feb 20 Presidents’ Day 

Feb 26 Women’s Rosh Chodesh, 7:00 PM, at the home of Annie Goodrich 

Feb 27 Washington’s Birthday 

Blessing for the Month of Sh’vat 
 

A recurring idea in the book of Exodus is called kusta d’chiuta (a small  
remnant of life.) When a seed is planted in the ground, it first starts to  
decompose. Only after a process of shedding its outer shell will it start to 
sprout forth with life. It is at this time of year, when the trees look desolate 
and dead that they are building up for the spring and beginning to teem 
with life and potential. The concept of kusta d’chiuta is utilized by the  
mystics to mean that each person maintains a soulful element. May we each 
maintain a spark of faith, hope and optimism, and may it ignite a spring of 
promise.  
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