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Congregation P’nai Tikvah will worship on Shabbat, August 3rd and 

17th, at Kraft-Sussman Chapel, in the Bank of Nevada Business Park 

at 3975 S. Durango, Suite 104, in Las Vegas.  Tot Shabbat will be 

held on August 3rd at 6:30PM.  Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv sevices 

will begin at 7:30 PM. 

 

Torah Study will take place at 10:00 AM on August 4th and 18th at 

Rabbi Mintz’s home.  A bagels and lox bruch is served.  Please RSVP 

by calling the administrative office at (702) 436-4900 or by emailing 

gkmintz@aol.com. 

We Resume Services and Begin to Prepare for 
The New Year 

After a July of Shabbat across 
the Valley, many of us have 
kicked back and had a relax-
ing few weeks; and now we’re 
ready to get back together at 
services and turn our attention 
to the Yamim HaNoraim (Days 
of Awe/High Holidays) that will 
be with us in September.  Do come and invite friends to 
join you at services and Torah study in August.  We’ll 
welcome new members Gayla and John Wennstrom, 
Fern Kosh, and Guy, Tracey, Blake, and Rocky Fazio on 
the 3rd, and enjoy a foretaste of the beautiful music our 
newly expanded choir will be bringing at Rosh HaSha-
nah.  On the 10th, a group of women from the Rosh Cho-
desh Group will caravan up to Utah for their annual re-
treat (see p. 12), and on the 17th, Lynn Wexler-Margolies 
will be our guest speaker.   
 

Now’s the time to order tickets for the Days of Awe.  Call 
the office (436-4900).  There is no charge; but your free 
will contribution is deeply appreciated. 



Rabbi’s Message 

Dear Chevreh: 
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Moment Magazine, the international magazine 

of Jewish politics, culture, and religion, has a 

monthly feature entitled “Ask the Rabbis,” 

wherein a question is posed to representative 

rabbis of the Modern Orthodox, Chabad, Con-

servative, Reconstructionist, Renewal, Reform, 

Humanist, Independent, and Sephardi move-

ments.  In the August issue, the question was 

“Are We Hard-Wired to Believe in God?”  I 

was contacted through the Renewal movement 

(I am the immediate past-president of the Re-

newal movement’s professional clergy associa-

tion, OHALAH), and was asked to submit a re-

sponse, which was published, as follows: 
 

“A 2009 article in the British newspa-

per, The Daily Mail, quotes Yale Uni-

versity psychologist Paul Bloom as say-

ing, ‘There’s now a lot of evidence that 

some of the foundations for our reli-

gious beliefs are hard-wired.  All human 

possess the brain circuitry, and it never 

goes away.” 
 

Whether or not we accept that science 

has proved this, there certainly seems to 

be a great deal of anecdotal evidence 

that it is the case.  The visceral elation 

we feel at the sight of a glorious sunset, 

an inspiring sunrise, or the birth of our 

offspring indicates a spiritual connection 

to something greater than ourselves.  

Our sense of awe is also a shared human 

emotion that points to belief in an entity 

or an energy beyond ourselves. 

We acknowledge that we are emotional-

ly moved by music and are often deeply 

inspired by words.   

Ecstatic dance and jubilant chant can be 

universally elevating.  These are also 

shared human experiences, and, whether 

we categorize them as spirituality or reli-

gion, they are, undeniably, hard-wired in 

our psyches.  Finally, the truism “There 

are no atheists in a foxhole” suggests that 

we may indeed be hard-wired for belief in 

G-d. 

It was an honor to represent the Renewal move-

ment, and to see the name “Congregation P’nai 

Tikvah, Las Vegas, NV” beneath my name.  It 

was an honor to be among esteemed colleagues 

from other movements, several of whom I have 

studied with.  And, it was interesting to note, as I 

reviewed the responses, how my response could 

have just as easily fit under the Reconstruction-

ist , Conservative, or even Modern Orthodox ru-

bric.  That kind of goes along with my assertion 

that there is much more that unites us than di-

vides us. 
 

But now, as we complete the perilous month of 

Av and prepare to enter the month of Elul…the 

month when we need only go “into the field” to 

meet with G-d, the month when we immerse our-

selves in introspection in preparation for the 

Yamim HaNoraim, the Days of Awe…now, I 

wonder if we can tap into that hard-wiring and 

put some thought and prayer into the meaning of 

our lives.  Are we living up to the mission of liv-

ing exemplary lives, as having been created in G-

d’s image?  Are we doing what we can to perfect 

the world (Tikkun Olam)?  Are we working to-

wards fulfilling the unique divine spark that each 

of us has within us? 

I ask you to communicate with me this month.  

Or keep a journal.  I’ll be offering a thought a day 

during the month of Elul, if you sign up for that e

-mail list.  Let us help one-another to prove wor-

thy of the “Rabba Emunah” that G-d has in us…

believe it or not. 

 

L’Shalom u-liVracha,  

 

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz 
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Cantor’s Notes : 

A NOTE FROM THE CANTOR 
 

When I was a little girl, I would sit at Rosh Hashanah services listening to the haunting 

melodies and stirring music that filled the sanctuary.  There was one moment that I especially 

looked forward to every year. It was when the rabbi’s wife, Julie a wonderful mezzo-soprano, 

stood up to sing Max Janowski’s Avinu Malkeinu.  The emotion she brought to the prayer, 

along with her beautiful voice, was a great inspiration for me.  Within my memories, it still 

does inspire me.  I consider those moments some of what made me decide to be a Cantor.  I 

skip forward about 25 years, or so, and I was the singer of Avinu Malkeinu in the small 

synagogue in St. Thomas, USVI.  I was facing the Ark, trying to emulate that Rabbi’s wife in 

emotion and meaning.  I found out later that the three-year-old daughter of one of my 

congregants was standing behind me with a look of profound awe on her face.  It was then 

that I knew I had achieved some of my goal to inspire the next generation as Julie inspired me. 

This year I hope to continue to inspire, you, in this season of reflection, with the music and the 

prayers that have moved me for years.   

As we move into the month of Elul, and prepare ourselves for the New Year, I again look 

forward to inspiring all to a good 5773.  Working with our wonderful choir, and Rabbi, I 

know that this year will be moving and help us begin our new cycle at Congregation P’nai 

Tikvah.  

 

Shanah Tova, 

 

 

Cantor Marla Goldberg 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.istockimg.com/file_thumbview_approve/9751160/2/stock-photo-9751160-music-notes-dancing-away.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-photo-9751160-music-notes-dancing-away.php&h=380&w=380&sz=50&tbnid=FU9_pxrW


 

 

 

 

                   A Letter to the World 

  
On November 24, 2006, at the age of 92, a man named Stanley Goldfoot, passed away.  

He is remembered by family and friends for his love for and devotion to Israel and the Jewish 

people. 

 

Stanley Goldfoot was born in Johannesburg, South Africa.  

 

Subsequent to his hearing a speech about the Zionist vision by Ze'ev Jabotinsky, he headed for 

Palestine where, at the age of 18, he joined a HaShomer HaTzair kibbutz.  After the rebirth of 

the Jewish State of Israel his main goal, which he eventually realized, was to establish a Zionist 

English newspaper, "TheTimes of Israel ."  

 

In the first issue of "The Times of Israel", Stanley Goldfoot wrote his famous controversial 

"Letter to the World from Jerusalem ", which caused quite a stir.  The article is still relevant 

and, in his memory, this is being shared with you. 
 

A Letter to the World from Jerusalem 

By Eliezer ben Yisrael (Stanley Goldfoot) 
  

I am not a creature from another planet, as you seem to believe.   I am a Jerusalemite-like your-

selves, a man of flesh and blood. I am a citizen of my City, an integral part of my people.  I have a 

few things to get off my chest.  

Because I am not a diplomat, I do not have to mince words.  I do not have to please you or even 

persuade you. I owe you nothing. You did not build this city, you did not live in it, you did not 

defend it when they came to destroy it.  And we will be damned if we will let you take it away.  
 

There was a Jerusalem before there was a New York. When Berlin , Moscow, London, and Paris 

were miasmal forest and swamp, there was a thriving Jewish Community here. It gave something 

to the world which you nations have rejected ever since you established yourselves- a humane 

moral code.  

 

Here the prophets walked, their words flashing like forked lightning. Here a people who wanted 

nothing more than to be left alone, fought off waves of heathen would-be conquerors, bled and 

died on the battlements, hurled themselves into the flames of their burning Temple rather than 

surrender, and when finally overwhelmed by sheer numbers and led away into captivity, swore 

that before they forgot Jerusalem, they would see their tongues cleave to their palates, their right 

arms wither. 
 

For two pain-filled millennia, while we were your unwelcome guests, we prayed daily to return to 

this city. Three times a day we petitioned the Almighty: "Gather us from the four corners of the 

world, bring us upright to our land, return in mercy to Jerusalem , Thy city, and swell in it as 

Thou Promised."  On every Yom Kippur and Passover, we fervently voiced the hope that next 

year would find us in Jerusalem. 

 

Your inquisitions, pogroms, expulsions, the ghettos into which you jammed us, your forced bap-

tisms, your quota systems, your genteel anti-Semitism, and the final unspeakable horror, the hol-

ocaust (and worse, your terrifying disinterest in it)- all these have not broken us.  They may have  
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sapped what little moral strength you still possessed, but they forged us into steel.  Do you think 

that you can break us now after all we have been through?  

 

Do you really believe that after Dachau and Auschwitz we are frightened by your threats of 

blockades and sanctions? We have been to Hell and back- a Hell of your making. What more 

could you possibly have in your arsenal that could scare us? 
 

I have watched this city bombarded twice by nations calling themselves civilized. In 1948, while 

you looked on apathetically, I saw women and children blown to smithereens, after we agreed to 

your request to Internationalize the city.  It was a deadly combination that did the job-British 

officers, Arab gunners, and American-made cannon.  

 

And then the savage sacking of the Old City -the willful slaughter, the wanton destruction of eve-

ry synagogue and religious school, the desecration of Jewish Cemeteries, the sale by a ghoulish 

government of tombstones for building materials, for poultry runs, army camps, even la-

trines.  And you never said a word.  

You never breathed the slightest protest when the Jordanians shut off the Holiest of our places, 

the Western Wall, in violation of the pledges they had made after the war- a war they waged, 

incidentally, against the decision of the UN.  

 

Not a murmur came from you whenever the legionnaires in their spiked helmets casually opened 

fire upon our citizens from behind the walls. Your hearts bled when Berlin came under siege. 

You rushed your airlift "tosave the gallant Berliners". But you did not send one ounce of food 

when Jews starved in besieged Jerusalem. You thundered against the wall which the East Ger-

mans ran through the middle of the German capital- but not one peep out of you about that oth-

er wall, the one that tore through the heart of Jerusalem.  
 

And when that same thing happened 20 years later, and the Arabs unleashed a savage, unpro-

voked bombardment of the Holy City again, did any of you do anything? The only time you 

came to life was when the city was at last reunited. Then you wrung your hands and spoke loftily 

of "justice" and need for the "Christian" quality of turning the other cheek. The truth- and you 

know it deep inside your gut - you would prefer the city to be destroyed rather than have it gov-

erned by Jews. No matter how diplomatically you phrase it, the age old prejudices seep out of 

every word. If our return to the city has tied your theology in knots, perhaps you had better 

reexamine your catechisms. After what we have been through, we are not passively going to ac-

commodate ourselves to the twisted idea that we are to suffer eternal homelessness until we ac-

cept your savior. For the first time since the year 70, there is now complete religious freedom for 

all in Jerusalem. For the first time since the Romans put a torch to the Temple , everyone has 

equal rights (You prefer to have some more equal than others.) We loathe the sword- but it was 

you who forced us to take it up. We crave peace, but we are not going back to the peace of 1948 

as you would like us to.  
 

We are home. It has a lovely sound for a nation you have willed to wander over the face of the 

globe. We are not leaving. We are redeeming the pledge made by our forefathers: Jerusalem is 

being rebuilt. "Next year" and the year after, and after, and after, until the end of time- "in Je-

rusalem"!  

 

Stanley Goldfoot 

Founder Editor     
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MANNY 
 
 

Pierre didn't know where it came from, he only knew that it came and it helped in oh-so-many ways. 
The money always arrived with a small short note that simply said, "Keep up the great cause, we will 
prevail," and was simply signed, "Manny." 
 
Pierre didn't know who Manny was - nobody did! Not then anyway, we do now. But this was during 
World War II when the Black Horror was sweeping Europe. That's  what Manny called it, The Black 
Horror, & of course he was referring to  the Nazi plague that was taking over most of the continent. 
Pierre was a leader of the French Resistance, commonly called the underground. He fought with 
groups of French citizens in the best way he could, by living within main society and leading bands of 
armed resistance against the Germans in clandestine activities. They would ambush German patrols, 
blow up German installations and sabotage Nazi operations in any way they could. 
 
The Allies were good at providing arms and weapons, but the underground also needed money. That 
was a commodity that was very hard to come by during the war, especially when your country 
is completely occupied by an invading military force. 
 
And that's where Manny came in. He sent money, and he sent a lot of it. Manny was Emmanuel Gold-
enberg, born a Romanian Jew, who was now living in America . Manny had done very well in his life 
and he knew only too well what kinds of horrors were going on in his native Romania & the rest of Eu-
rope. Jews and others were being gassed and killed by the millions and he had to do something. 
 
One thing he could do was use his good fortune to help the war effort. He had tried to join the Armed 
Forces, but he didn't qualify, so he did what he could. He sent money to where it was needed the most 
- to the resistance as I said, Pierre was one of the leaders of the resistance. There were many, but 
Pierre controlled the action   around the area of Normandy. He and his people were very instrumen-
tal in 
assisting the Allied invasion on D-Day by sabotaging redirecting many Nazi forces moments before the 
actual invasion. Much of this was possible because of the money that arrived every month. Month after 
month for two years money arrived for Pierre and his cause from Manny.  It never failed!  It literally 
saved the day.  No, Pierre never knew who Manny was, only that he sent money for food, clothes, gas-
oline and many other important things. 
 
But years later, we know who Manny was, that silent guardian angel of the French underground. So do 
you.   He was one of the biggest stars in Hollywood, and a fine gentleman.  It's a Little Known Fact that 
a very important part of the success of the French underground came from a source they never knew: 
Emmanuel Goldenberg, or as you knew him, the very fine actor Edward G. Robinson. 
 
P.S. Not many know that he was a famous actor in the Yiddish theater before he became a movie star.  
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wunderkammermag.com/sites/all/themes/framework/images/edward-robinson1.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.wunderkammermag.com/arts-and-culture/hollywood-ugly-edward-robinson&h=319&w=250&sz=83&tbnid=c1DrllFnx2QPxM:&tbn
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July 6th hosted by Cantor Marla and Nancy Goldberg  

July 13th—Hosted by Larry and Carol Bernstein 

Shabbat Around the Valley 

Continued on page  8 



 

 

Hinei ma tov, u-ma naim….how good and how 

pleasant it has been to welcome Shabbat together.  

We are deeply grateful to Cantor Marla and Nan-

cy Goldberg, Larry and Carol Bernstein, Cindy 

and Marc Fox, and Marlene Silverman, for host-

ing our Shabbat Across the Valley dinners in Ju-

ly.  (We’ll share photos of Marlene’s dinner in 

next month’s newsletter.)  
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July 20—Hosted by Marc and Cindy Fox 

Hal plays and we sing the night away Cindy leads us in Kiddush 

Megan sings into the spoon microphone, while Hal 

accompanies on guitar 



Rosh Hashanah Baskets 
 
The Yad Program at JFSA assembles and distributes baskets for the holidays and 
we need YOUR help collecting donations for its annual Rosh Hashanah baskets. 
Baskets are distributed to our local Holocaust Survivors in need who look forward to 
the gift every year. They need the following items to fill our baskets: 
Honey Cake, Crackers, Honey, Hot Chocolate, Hot Teas, Honey Cake mix, Dried 
Fruit (dry apples), Stationary, Pens, Lip Balm, Lotion, Chocolates, Small Gift, Grape 
Juice 
In lieu or in addition to an item please consider donating Smith Gift Cards to JFSA.  If 
you bring your donations to the synagogue on August 3

rd
 and/or 17

th
, we’ll make sure 

they get to JFSA. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
1)   CPT needs volunteers throughout the year, but especially from August through the Days of 
Awe.  Volunteering in the office is a huge help, as we work on a broken shoe-string budget.  Call 
436-4900 
2) JFSA is excited to announce the addition of a full-time Volunteer Coordinator, Sara Reiss. With 
her prior experience in volunteer services in the Las Vegas non-profit sector, she brings the experi-
ence necessary to develop a strong and engaged group of volunteers for the agency. If you would 
like to volunteer in any capacity, please contact Sara at 702-732-0304.  

a) Food Pantry: We are in need of more volunteers to sustain the Food Pantry and to sup-
port the Volunteer Coordinator with administrative tasks pertaining to the daily operations of the 
Food Pantry. 

b) Senior Services: We need volunteers who are interested in supporting Holocaust Sur-
vivors and senior programs. Senior Services is in the planning stages of launching a transportation 
service for seniors. We will need volunteers to transport our seniors for basic needs including: doc-
tor's appointments, shopping, and trips to synagogue. We are currently creating a list of interested 
volunteers who will be contacted at the time the program launches. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the new Senior Program you will need to 
meet the following requirements: 

Must be 18  
Must have a valid NV Driver's License  
Must have valid car insurance & registration  
Must pass background check  
Must have clean DMV driving report 

Please contact Sara Reiss, Volunteer Coordinator, with inquiries and questions. We 
look forward to having you on the team! Sarar@jfsalv.org (702) 732-0304. 
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Box Tops For Education are an Easy 
Way to Support P’nai Tikvah’s  
Jewlicious Learning Program! 

 

Box Tops for Education is a very simple way for 
you to contribute to CPT’s Jewlicious Learning pro-
gram every time you shop!  Clip box 
tops from hundreds of products.  
Each box top is worth 10 cents for 
the program, and some products 
are offering double and triple box 
tops!  Bring them to services with 
you and place them in the “Box Tops for  Educa-
tion” box.  For a complete list of products bearing 
the Box Tops for Education symbol, go to: http://
www.boxtops4education.com . 
 

All Box Tops should be brought to Shabbat Ser-
vices or sent to Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com  

On’gai Shabbat— Time to Sign up! 
 

We still have a few openings left for those of you who 
want to celebrate a simcha or commemorate the memory 
of a loved one by sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat.  And for 
you foodies who want to get your Bobby Flay or Gordon 
Ramsey on, there’s still time!  Check the schedule below; 
an opening is your  opportunity: 
 

August 3 SPONSOR & CATERING 
  OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

August 17 SPONSOR & CATERING 
  OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
 
Call the office at (702) 436-4900 or email Doris Turrentine 
at cptdoris@a for more information or to book your date 
now! 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah has a New URL, 
New Facebook and Twitter Addresses 

 

Make our new web address, www.pnaitikvahlv.org , a  
Favorite!   
Social networking with our shul is easier than ever!  “Like” 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pnaitikvahlv and 

follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
pnaitikvahlv . 

Thanks to Danielle Holland—CPT’s social network 
maven—for keeping us current!!  But now 

that she’s a new mom, we need another volunteer 
to step forward.  Call 436-4900 to be our new ma-
ven! 

TORAH STUDY  

THIS MONTH:   

 
 

Rabbi Mintz will lead Torah Study on Parashat 

Va-Ethannan Saturday, August 4th and Parashat 

Re’eh on August 18th. At her home at 10:00 AM.  

A bagel and lox brunch will be served. 

 

Please call the office (702)  436-4900 or email 

Rabbi Mintz at gkmintz@aol.com to RSVP. 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah 

Earns $3  

in MaxPerk Rewards 

For Every Donated  

Ink or Toner Cartridge 

 
Just like any other organization, Con-

gregation P’nai  Tikvah uses a good 

deal of office supplies.  As a member of Office Max Max-

Perks program, CPT earns MaxPerks rewards based on our 

purchases and also on used ink and toner cartridges we re-

turn to our local Office Max store.  Donate your used HP, 

Dell and Lexmark ink and toner cartridges to us—either by 

bringing them to services or dropping them off at the con-

gregation office—and we’ll earn $3 in rewards for each 

cartridge.   

Homes are always needed for the various  

      activities and meetings of our congregation. 

Offer a Personal prayer – If you’d like to write 

your own, please do so.  If you would like to see it 

published in the newsletter, e- mail it to 

Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com  . 

mailto:Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com


 

For details regarding current CPT fundraisers or sug-
gestions for future fundraising opportunities, please 
contact Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com 

         Continued from page  10 
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For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 

 

For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 

 

For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. 

 

For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her  

fingers through it once a day. 

 

For poise, walk with the knowledge that you never 

walk alone. 

 

People, even more than things, have to be restored, 

renewed, revived, reclaimed, and  redeemed; never 

throw out anyone. 

 

Remember, if you ever need a helping  

hand, you will find one at the end of each of 

your arms. 

 

As you grow older, you will discover that you 

have two hands; one for helping yourself, and 

the other for helping others. 

 

                           Audrey Hepburn 
 

Summer Educational Offerings: 

 
“Jewish, Alive, and American” will continue meeting 

on Monday evenings August 6, 13, and 20.  The six-

session summer section will cover Life Cycle: Birth 

to Bar/Bat Mitzvah; Marriage/Commitment Ceremo-

nies, Divorce, Sexuality, Death and Dying, Prepara-

tion for Days of Awe, Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kip-

pur.  Cost for the course  $120.  (Plus $30 for syllabus 

for new students.)  Please call the office 436-4900 to 

register. 

Mitzvah Envelopes:  

 
Mitzvah envelopes are given out 

at services with the hope that 

they will be filled out and re-

turned with a donation for the 

congregation. Honoring or remembering loved 

ones, giving tzedakah for a MiShebeirach, simply 

being thankful for meaningful services, and any 

other reason you can think of helps the congrega-

tion’s sustainability and funds future  

programming.                                                         

WANTED:  Help in Setting Up the 

Worship Area 
 

Getting your home ready for a get-together can be 
pretty challenging...especially if you’re short on 
time and help.  Well, our home at Kraft-Sussman 
(as great as it is) requires preparation and set-up 
on Friday afternoons so it is ready for services on  
Friday evenings.  We could definitely use your  
assistance with this!  Set-up time is cut in half 

when a few people pitch-
in.  So step up to perform 
this mitzvah (after all, how 
close are you to the magic 
number 613?) and call the 
office at (702) 436-4900 to 
volunteer.   

NEWSLETTER ADS:   

If you are interested in placing an ad in the  

Kol Kiruv, you are welcome to send the ad to 

cptdoris@aol.com The cost is $25 for 1/4 page, $50 for 1/2 

page, and $100 for a full page.  Placement of ad is subject 

to approval by the editor. 

 



Women’s Rosh Chodesh 2012 Retreat Scheduled for August 10-12 

 

“I look forward to this all year long,” is one of the most common remarks about the annu-

al women’s retreat weekend that will be held August 10 to 12th.  Caravanning up to the 

beautiful mountains near Duck Creek, Utah, seven or eight women shlep blankets, pillows, 

air mattresses, and provisions for an amazing weekend of Shabbat in incomparable natu-

ral surroundings.  Our hostess, Dale Gardner, provides accommodations in the Gardner 

cabin, we bring the fixings for incredibly delicious meals (some of them cooked outdoors 

by Vince Gardner, golf Frisbee champion extraordinaire), and Rabbi Mintz brings siddu-

rim tailored for this encounter with the beauty of the mountains and streams, meadows 

and lakes of southern Utah. 

 

Arriving in time for Kabbalat Shabbat, the women refresh themselves and pitch in to pre-

pare Shabbat dinner, with rabbi’s home-made challah, kosher chicken and all the trim-

mings.  Davenning Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv, we’re joined by the ubiquitous hum-

mingbirds and the curious deer and other wildlife that are Dale’s year-round neighbors.  

Our theme’s conversation begins Friday night and continues through the weekend.  This 

summer, our theme is “Being a Jewish American:  The Tension between Identity and As-

similation.”   

 

Sleeping on air mattresses, couches, and wherever we can find a spot, we settle in for a 

good night’s sleep, awaking in time for Challah French Toast for breakfast (yum) and a 

gentle hike to an everchanging but always idyllic spot, chosen by our hostess, where we 

daven Shabbat Shacharit and read from the Torah.  This week-end, we will be chanting 

Par’shat Ekev, which will undoubtedly bring a discussion of just where Israel stands in 

the heart of the Jewish American. 

 

We’ll return in time for lunch, a brief Shabbat nap, and continuation of our theme study.  

After dinner and much singing we will celebrate Havdallah beneath the stars and enjoy a 

movie, this year, we are tentatively scheduled to screen the acclaimed “Jewish Americans” 

PBS series, by David Grubin.   A late-night assessment of where we each stand in the 

quintessentially American story of how the Jews have made their way into mainstream 

America. 

 

Sunday morning, some morning hitamlut (exercise), breakfast, Shacharit and we’re on the 

road again.  If you’d like to participate in this year’s Retreat,  please immediately call the 

office, 436-4900 to register with Doris, send in your check for $100 and prepare for a 

weekend that will refresh, renew, and reJew you. 

Some photos from Retreats of the past: 

12 



JEWLICIOUS LEARNING 
 

 Our Jewlicious Learners are off to their various summer activities.  Registration is 

now open for the 2012-2013 J.L. year and the tuition remains $300 plus $50 in book and 

supply fees.  This year we are asking that parents submit at least 50% of the tuition and 

all of the book/supply fees, prior to September 1st, so we can make sure we have suffi-

cient teachers, aides, and supplies for the group.  To re-register or register for the first 

time, please call Doris, at the office (436-4900). 

 

50 Jewish Things To Do Before 13 
Spin a Dreidel, Cook Latkes and Change the World 

 

 
Change the World: No. 7 on the list is to go to a rally. Jews like to change the world. 

 

By Lenore Skenazy 

Jewish Daily Forward, June 28, 2012 

Bucket lists are kind of sad, focused as they are on the stabbing regrets we’ll feel on our death bed. As if 

dying weren’t enough of a downer. 

On the other hand, the lists do present a nifty, compact way to remind ourselves that the time to enjoy 

life is now. That’s why I was so excited to hear that Britain’s National Trust had compiled a list of “50 

Things To Do Before You’re 12.” What a great way to remind kids — and their parents — that what 

looms for all tweens is adulthood. Pretty soon it will be too late, or at least more awkward, for kids to 

make their first fort, or mud pie. 
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       Blow a shofar 

Spin the dreidel. Win gelt. 

     

 

      

See 'Fiddler on the Roof'             Go to a rally. Change the world 

 

  
 

 

Learn Yiddish (even curses)          Try falafel  
     

 
 

 

 

 

Jewish Things To Do Before Turning 13. What's Your Favorite? 

14 

How many have you already done?     

 

More pressingly, the things we do when we’re young influence who we become when we’re 

older. “The child is the father of the man,” yada yada. Get young kids hooked on camping, 

say, and they may well go on to enjoy a whole outdoorsy life. 

Continued on page  15 
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Which of course got me thinking: What about “50 Jewish Things to Do before You’re 13”? 

(Thirteen making more sense than 12 for us, for obvious reasons.) Get kids to do Jewish 

things when they’re young ,and they just might keep doing them forever. 

So I started asking around for suggestions, and came up with this list of my own. Good luck 

raising a kid who loves being Jewish. 

 Find out whom you were named after. 
 Plant a tree in Israel. 
 Volunteer in your community. (Explain to your kids that Jews believe in tikkun olam — 

repairing the world.) 
 Dress up for Purim. 
 Learn how to blow a shofar. 
 Make cookies, and bring them to a Jewish retirement home; talk to the people at the home. 
 Go to a rally for a good cause. (Explain that Jews believe in standing up for what’s right.) 
 Go into the voting booth with a voter. (Explain that Jews are thrilled with democracy.) 
 Dance the hora. 

 Find the afikomen at the Passover Seder. 
 Go to Israel, or get an Israeli pen (or Facebook) pal. 
 Play Gaga! (A soccer-dodge ball mash-up invented in Israel). 
 Eat in a sukkah. 
 Sleep in a sukkah. 
 Hunt for traces of chametz, by candlelight with a spoon and feather. Or even a Dustbuster. 
 Listen to Israeli rap music. 
 Listen to Arabic rap music (to get a feel for the Middle East that has nothing to do with 

politics). 
 Go to synagogue, and sit between two adults who love you. 
 Learn some Hebrew. (Even “Sheket!” counts.) 
 Learn some Yiddish (even curses!) or Ladino. (My favorite Ladino word growing up: 

moorsah — used when someone was in a bad mood and was trying to get everyone else into a 

bad mood, too.) 
 Visit a Jewish museum. 
 Make some money, and give it to charity. (Explain that Jews believe in tzedakah.) 
 Try a matzo ball. 
 Attend Jewish camp. (Or come to the old-fashioned bungalow colony we go to: Rosma-

rins, in Monroe, N.Y. Yes, that’s a plug.) 
 Cook something for the Jewish holidays with the help of a grandparent. 
 Ask a grandparent to tell you a story about the olden days. 
 Ask the Four Questions. 
 Ask a fifth: “Who’s Bitter Herb?” (Or make up some other Seder tradition — then keep 

it.) 
 Light Hanukkah candles. 
 Play Dreidel; win gelt. 

31. Light Sabbath candles, and have a good meal. 

32. Invite a non-Jewish friend over for a Jewish holiday.. 

33. Go to a holiday at a non-Jewish friend’s house. 
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34. Control Hollywood! (Or at least watch a Spielberg movie.) 

35. Read a Bible story. 

36. Read “The Flying Latke.” (Okay, that’s just there because my kids loved it. It’s pretty 

obscure. So, just read some nonvomitously-sweet Jewish storybook.) 

37. Eat lox and bagels on a Sunday morning. 

38. Try falafel. 

39. Make a family tree. 

40. Decorate a kippah. Heck, you can even call it a yarmulke. 

41. Feel guilty about something. Anything. Then move on. (Or I’ll feel guilty for your mis-

ery.) 

42. Have a debate at the dinner table about some burning social issue. 

43. Do something nice for your parents. 

44. Read! 

45. Attend a bar or bat mitzvah — preferably your own. 

46. See “Fiddler on the Roof.” 

47. Look at a Torah scroll up close. 

48. Read Emma Lazarus’s poem on the Statue of Liberty. 

49. Make a menorah out of stuff (nonflammable, please) around the house. 

50. Learn a joke. Get the timing right! 

The following article is written by Marnie Winston-Macauley and can be found online in the Young Israel Jewlari-

ous column 

 

 
 

Did your parents ever speak another language so you wouldn’t understand? 
Well it’s happening again, but this time, your kids are the culprits. 
 
by Marnie Winston-Macauley 
When we Boomer Jewish Parents (BJPs) were young we generally spoke the same language as 

our parents. Of course they had the upper hand when switching to Yiddish when necessary, say-

ing: “Sha … not in front of the kinder.” 

 

What raw power they had to talk about “Sha” things. 

 

Well, in two generations our kinder have turned the proverbial tables. And we still don’t under-

stand, which gives credence to the saying: “Grandparents and grandchildren adore each other 

because they’ve got a common enemy: us.” 

 

Our children are using mysterious gizmos so tiny, we can’t even see, never mind understand 

them. Remember when a phone was a phone? We said, “I need a phone.” The salesperson said: 

“Wall or table and what color?” Boom. Done. 
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Then, my son took me to one of those stores. The ones with the iPods, iPads, Palm pilots, Black-

berries, and apps. And with magazines with headlines proclaiming: “Apple releases iAd Producer 

2.1 with third-gen iPad while investigating third-gen iPad Wi-Fi issues.” That makes sense. 

 

Using these evil devices our children are now talking “sha” things they don’t want us to know, mak-

ing plans, telling jokes and exploding – in their code. It’s called “texting.” 

 

Lesson 1: “Theirs” –The P’s 
 
Here are a few text codes we JBP should wise up to. 

 

PAW/PRW - Parents are watching; PIR -- Parents in room; POS – Parents over Shoulder; PAL – 

Parents are listening; NP -- Nosy parents; MOS – Mom over shoulder; KPC -- Keeping parents 

clueless; CD9 -- parents are around; P911 – Parent alert. 

 

They have a whole thesaurus of mystery numbers, symbols, and abbreviations to keep us out. 

This is, of course why we need a code of our very own.  

 

BHB8: BE HOME BY EIGHT           GIMYL: GRANDCHILDREN IN MY LIFETIME? 

Lesson 2: Typical Examples for use in Texting “Them,” The Kinder 

THEM: Any of the above “P’s” 
 

US: BUM: BEHIND YOU MAMALA 
 

US: I C U: I SEE YOU 
 

US: IHT: I HEARD THAT 
 

US: WACHA: WE HAVE A CLUE, HA! 
 

US: WAW: WE’RE ALWAYS WATCHING 
 

US: WEL: WE ARE LISTENING 
 

THEM: PM (private message) 
 

US: TWUT: THAT’S WHAT YOU THINK 
 

THEM: BTW (between you and me) 
 

US: ALOUD: AND ALL OF US, DARLING 
 

THEM: BOOMS (Bored out of my skull) 
 

US: BUFAS: “BORED?! YOU FAILED ALGE-
BRA! STUDY! 
 

US: DDS: DIRTY DISHES SOLUTION 
 

US: LOWS: LAWN OVERGROWN W/
WEEDS SOLUTION 

US: AIR: ALREADY IN ROOM. 2 BAD. 
 

THEM: 4ever (forever)/ BFF (best friends for-
ever) 
 

US: FUSSEH: FOREVER? YOU SWITCH 
SHOES EVERY HOUR 
 

THEM: ETA (Estimated time of arrival) 
 

US: TAK5 TIME ARRIVAL KITCHEN: 5 
MINUTES 
 

THEM: TTYL (Talk to you later) 
 

US: NUW: NO U WON’T 
 

THEM: IANAC: (I am not a crook) 
 

US: HALT: HE’S A LIAR TATELEH 
 

THEM: TM (trust me) 
 

US: WRAY? WE RAISED A YUTZ? 
 
 

THEM: SHCOON (shoot hot coffee out of 
nose) 
 

US: TISAFE? FOR THIS I SPENT A FOR-
TUNE ON EDUCATION? 

 

Lesson 3: “Your General Codes” With your JYAs (Jewish Young Adults) 
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BUN: BUTTON YOUR NECK 

 

CAD: CALL ALREADY DARLING 

 

CFL: IT COMES FROM LOVE 

 

CL2M: CAN’T LIE TO MAMA 

 

DOW: DADDY ON WAY 

 

DUL: DEAL W/YOU LATER 

 

DWW: DRIVING WHILE WORRYING 

 

ETA5: ESTIMATED TIME ARRIVAL FIVE 

MINUTES 

 

FIGD: FINALLY I’M GETTING DETAILS 

 

PUBS: PROMISE YOU’LL BRING SWEATER 

 

SAB: SHE’S A BUMMERKEH 

 

SHEN4u: SHE’S NOT FOR YOU! 

 

SIP: STORM IN PACIFIC (COME GET HEAVY 

RAINCOAT) 

 

SUS : STAND UP STRAIGHT 

HAB: HE’S A BUM 

 

HEN4u HE’S NOT FOR YOU! 

 

IMBD: I MIGHT BE DEAD 

 

LUB: LEFT YOU BAGELS. 

 

LOCOK2: LOCAL COLLEGE OK, TOO. 

 

MOWN: MAKING OUT WILL NOW 

 

NMI: I’M NOT MIXING IN 

 

POW: PARAMEDICS ON WAY (DON’T 

WORORY. I’LL BE FINE) 

 

UGH: YOU’RE GIVING ME HEARTBURN 

 

UM? U MESHUGGE? 

 

WEJW: WE JUST WANT … (FOR EXAMPLE) 

YOU TO BE HAPPY/TO FIND SOMEONE/TO 

GET AN EDUCATION/GET A LIFE 

 

WBP: WAITING BY PHONE 

 

YAMB: YOU ARE MY BUSINESS 

Lesson 4: “Your Codes with Friends and Adult Family 

BIG?: “BENIGN” IS GOOD? 

 

BM?: BRING MANISHEWITZ? 

 

CILS: CADDY IN LAKE. SHA! 

 

CAT: CHEAPER AT TARGET 

 

CUS: CLEANING UP SHMUTZ 

 

CYCL: CALL YOUR COUSIN THE LAWYER 

 

DDD: DAUGHTER DATING DOCTOR 

 

EAK: ENOUGH ALREADY WITH THE 

KVETCHING 

 

F4L: FEELING FOR LUMPS  

REPUSH: REMEMBER, THEY CAN PUT US 

IN A HOME  

 

INK: I’M NOT KVETCHING. 

 

REGARM: READING GLASSES R MISSING. 

(CALL!) 

 

SJP: YOU KNOW A SINGLE JEWISH PRO-

FESSIONAL? 

 

TG4L: THANK GOD FOR LIPITOR 

 

PACT: PAINTERS ARE COMING TOMOR-

ROW 

 

YA: YENTA ALERT/ YUTZ ALERT 
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MITZVAH ENVELOPES 

Rachel & Ron Piekarsky 

- In honor of David Patrick Piekarsky  

Bobbe Joy Dawson   

- In honor of Rabbi Mintz for visiting Bobbe 
Joy's aunt 

Steven & Janel Tarnow  
- In honor of Rabbi Mintz for Michelle and 
Eyal's wedding 
 
Dale Gardner, Rachel Piekarsky, Roz 
Tessler and Phyllis Zuckerman 
 
- In honor of the Simchat Chochma 
“Simchat Sister’s” 1st anniversary  
 
Eileen & Cort Ancman 
-In honor of Rabbi Mintz blessing our Mt. 
Charleston homestead 
 
Davida Lewin-Schermer 
-In honor of my son and daughter in law 
wedding 
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  Mi Shebeirach/”Get Well” Wishes to… 
  
 Hedda Abbott                
 Marie Ackerman   

 Rabbi Chava Bahle 

 Elliot Bender 

 Susan Bleiman 

 Ann Brandt 

 Aileen Cherner 

 Judy Collins 

 Kenny Falk 

 Helen Feldman 

 Sylvia Fox 

 Chad Hall  

 Lee Hanan 

 Noah Henry 

 Arthur Kunis 

 Davida Lewin Schermer 

 Garret & Isaac Lewin 

 Marjorie Lieberman 

 Dr. Jordan Lurie 

 Paulee Manich 

 Harriet Miller 

 Daniel Mintz 

 Faith (Fucci) Miquez 

 Kathy Powell 

 Edith Rome 

 Pauline Rosen 

 Jeff Rosenfeld 

 Lisa Savran 

 Richard Steinberg 

 Valerie Tabor 

 Doris Turrentine                    

 Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi  

It is customary to acknowledge the MiShebeirach 

prayers of the congregation with a small donation 

made in your loved one’s honor. 

 

TORAH FUND 

ISRAELI TREES 

PRAYER BOOK DEDICATIONS  

OR PURCHASE 
 

For $40.00 a prayer book can either be purchased for personal 

use or be dedicated  to the congregation “In Memory” or “In 

Honor of” and a card from CPT will be sent to the family.  The 

prayer book plate will be placed on the inside cover of our  new 

Kol HaNeshamah siddur. 

Happiness is a choice, a habit, a desire... 

You are as young and successful,  

as you think you are.  Enjoy yourself. 

To have a “Chai Contributions”…to life! sent out, please 

contact the office at 436-4900, or so indicate on your Mitzvah 

envelope.  Mitzvah Funds and Tribute Card funds are used 

to help maintain and grow the vital programs and services of 

Congregation P’nai Tikvah. 



20 

 
 

Happy August  

Birthday!! 

KIDZ KORNER for August/Av 
 

If we missed your birthday or an anniversary, we apologize.  Please call the synagogue office 

at (702) 436-4900 so we can update and correct our records. 

Gary Ullman                      August 1 
Lloyd Ancman                   August 3 
Mason DeLee                   August 10 
Phil Barney                       August 11 
Meera Kamegai                August 14 
Hannah Werner                August 15 
Gary Paykel                      August 20 
Marvin Korach                  August 21 
Elizabeth Barton               August 24 
Piya Adler-Swanberg        August 26 
Iris Katz                            August 27 
David Aris                         August 29 
Sandy Neil                        August 29 
Rachel Piekarsky             August 30 

 
 

Ellen & Ron Royer                      August 5 
Iris & Joel Katz                           August 22 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=happy+anniversary&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1680&bih=801&tbm=isch&tbnid=CqpkA5aBw7I6mM:&imgrefurl=http://johnsimondaily.com/2011/01/happy-anniversary-john-simon-daily-giveaways/&docid=rC_cy6MgmvtIPM&imgurl=http://johnsimondaily.com/wp-con


YAHRZEITS  

FOR AUGUST 
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If we could have a lifetime wish, 

A dream that would come true, 

We’d pray to G-d with all our hearts,  

For yesterday and you! 

A thousand words 

Can’t bring you back 

We know because we’ve tried, 

And neither will a million tears, 

We know, because we’ve cried. 

You left behind our broken hearts, 

And happy memories too; 

But we never wanted memories,  

We only wanted you. 

Sam Bender 
-Remembered by Elliot Bender 
 
Barry Corchnoy  
-Remembered by Anne & Gary Ullman 
 
Patricia Elliot 
-Remembered by Rachel Piekarsky 
 
Dorothy Hillman 
-Remembered by Anne and Gary Ullman 
 
Herbert Hirsch 
-Remembered by Eileen & Cort Ancman 
 
Shirley Kamanitz 
-Remembered by Barbara Holland 
 
William Manzo 
-Remembered by Carrie Matt  
 
Alma Spector 
-Remembered Caren & David Epstein 
 
Samuel Weiman 
-Remembered by Barbara Holland  

 

 

If we could have a lifetime wish, 

A dream that would come true, 

We’d pray to G-d with all our hearts,  

For yesterday and you! 

A thousand words 

Can’t bring you back 

We know because we’ve tried, 

And neither will a million tears, 

We know, because we’ve cried. 

You left behind our broken hearts, 

And happy memories too; 

But we never wanted memories,  

We only wanted you. 

 

 

 

Remembering Friends and Family:  
 
If you know of someone who can use 
a little cheer in their life because of 
illness or a death in their family-or a 
simcha -mazel tov celebration; the 
"Sunshine Lady” Phyllis Zuckerman 
would like to send a card. Please con-
tact her at:(702)617-0585  or phyllis-
tan@cox.net 

Victims of the suicide bombing in Bulgaria and 

shooting assault in Aurora Colorado. 

mailto:phyllistan@cox.net
mailto:phyllistan@cox.net
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           Tu B’Av                    Shabbat Services    Torah Study 

 
CALENDAR AT A GLANCE: 

 
 Aug  3 Tot Shabbat 6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 PM 

Aug  3 Tu B’Av 

Aug  4 Torah Study 

Aug  6 Jewish, Alive and American—Class 4 

Aug 10-12 Women’s Retreat 

Aug 13 Jewish, Alive and American—Class 5 

Aug  14 CPT Board  - Home of Sam Lieberman 

Aug  16 “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” - Spring Mt State Park 

Aug 17 Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 PM 

Aug 18 Torah Study 

Aug     20  Jewish, Alive and American—Class 6 

Sept 7 Tot Shabbat 6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 PM 

Sept  8 Slichot—Dessert, Havdallah and  Slichot  - at the home of Rabbi Mintz 

Sept  10 Jewlicious Learning—Class 1 

Sept 16 Erev Rosh HaShanah Services—Texas Station 

Sept  17 Rosh HaShanah Services—Texas Station 

 

Blessing for the Month of Av 
 
From the  challenges of the month of Av to the opportunities of the month of Elul; let us 
get in touch with that which is pure and constant , promising and persevering within 
us and experience the spiritual grace that is Elul.  Amen 

Kol Kiruv, the newsletter of Congregation P’nai Tikvah, is available on-line at www.pnaitikvahlv.org at no cost.  If 
mailed, hard copy delivery is $36 annually.   Please notify us and remit payment . 

http://www.valleyoutreachsynagogue.com/

