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MAZAL TOV, AUSTIN ROYER, BAR MITZVAH
Happy New Year! The congregation will enjoy a freilich (joyous)
Shabbat, Friday evening January 4th, beginning with Tot Shabbat
at 6:30, followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv . Participating in the service, with Rabbi Mintz, Cantor Goldberg, and accompanist Tim Cooper, will be Austin Royer, son of Dr. Ellen and
Ron Royer, and brother of Dan Royer. On Shabbat morning, we
will continue to celebrate Shabbat, with a Shabbat Shacharit service, at which Austin will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah,
chanting Par’shat Sh’mot, the beginning of the Book of Sh’mot
(Exodus). William Chenoweth will accompany at that service.
We’ll cap off the morning with a Kiddush luncheon. Thanks to
the Royer family for sponsoring both the Friday night Oneg Shabbat and the Shabbat morning Kiddush, which will be catered by
our very own PhylliStan Catering (Phyllis and Stan Zuckerman.)
The service on Friday, January 18th, and Torah study on the 19th,
precede our very exciting major fundraiser, “My Big Fat Jewish
Wedding,” Sunday, January 20th. This fun-filled evening of
adult interactive improve theatre wedding mishugass (craziness)
will be Kosher-catered by the Adelson Center, with wine provided
by Southern Wine & Spirits, an amazing array
of silent auction items, and great dancing.
Get your tickets now, solicit ads, and help
make the event a success.

Congregation P’nai Tikvah will worship on Shabbat, January 4th
and 18th, at Kraft-Sussman Chapel, in the Bank of Nevada Business
Park at 3975 S. Durango, Suite 104, in Las Vegas. Tot Shabbat will
be held on January 4th at 6:30 PM. Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv
services will begin at 7:30 PM.
Torah Study will take place at 10:00 AM on January 19th Rabbi
Mintz’s home. A bagels and lox brunch is served. Please RSVP by
calling the administrative office at (702) 436-4900 or by emailing
gkmintz@aol.com. (There will be not Torah Study on January 5th,
as we hope all will be together at services.)
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Rabbi’s Message to the Congregation
Chevreh:

and befriending Andre Sakharov, the Soviet
dissident and scientist. Sharansky decided to
How lucky are we to be Jewish Americans. We
apply for a visa to immigrate to Israel, became
get to celebrate two New Years, one that causes more involved with his Jewish identity, began
us to be deeply introspective, to spend time in
to stand up for human rights and against anticontemplation with our fellow Jews, and to, indi- Semitism, in particular, and was, as we know,
vidually, do T’shuvah (repentance/returning) and eventually arrested, accused of high treason,
one where we get together with everyone and just and sent off to Lefortovo Prison, with no hope
celebrate! Ideally, of course, we put some
of ever getting out alive.
thought and make some resolutions at each New
Year’s opportunity.
For nine years, Sharansky’s wife, Avital, traveled the globe, seeking support for his freedom,
With the confluence of the secular New Year and and in 1986, he was released. I remember
Par’shat VaY’chi, the last chapter of the first
clearly, having demonstrated and worked for
book of the Torah, Breishit (Genesis), I could not the cause of Soviet Jewry as a young wife and
help but think about the subject of identity.
mother, how exhilarated I felt looking at the
photo of the stocky, gaunt-looking, man crossAs the Breishit ends, we see Joseph, the grand
ing the bridge to meet his wife and gain his
vizier of Egypt seemingly fully assimilated in
freedom.
Egyptian culture; he’s adopted an Egyptian name,
married an Egyptian woman, and is wearing
We all know how Sharansky’s identity as a
Egyptian clothing. When his brothers suddenly
Jew both grew and sustained him in prison.
appeared, we see evidence of memory awakenWe also know the immense contributions he
ings in Joseph, and slowly, painfully, we see him has made as a member of the Israeli Knesset,
beginning to return to his Israelite roots.
head of a political party, head of a think tank, a
cabinet minister, and chairman of the Jewish
Rabbi Vernon Kurtz recently pointed to a modern Agency. He has written that “identity without
-day Joseph, Natan Sharansky, a man who was a democracy can become fundamentalist and totypically assimilated Soviet Jew, born into a detalitarian.” Sharansky believes that in democstructive society who used death, deportation,
racy we can treasure and enhance our identity.
exile to Siberia, and starvation and deprivation in
the Gulag as the legally sanctioned answer to dis- How easy it is in a democracy, however, to besidents.
come so assimilated that one forgets his or her
identity. In this secular New Year, let us reSharansky writes, “I thought of myself as a Sovi- member work together to strengthen our Jewet citizen, without particular roots or culture. I
ish values, community and synagogue life, to
had no other identity and thus no independent
create a better life for all.
source of strength that might enable me to resist
the considerable power of the Soviet state.”
L’Shalom,
His awakening began during the 1967 Six Day
War, when he began to learn about the State of
Israel and the Jewish people. He began reading

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz
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Cantor’s Notes:

Cantor Marla Goldberg
This month I would like to tell about Cantor William Sharlin, z”l, who passed away on November 5,
2012. Cantor Sharlin was a great teacher, cantor, composer and mentor to many cantors and rabbis.
I only had the honor of meeting him once, but his strength, genius and great love of Jewish music
was very evident.
Bill Sharlin was born in 1920 as Wolfe Sharlin to Ida and Isaac in a traditional orthodox family. He
had a great love of traditional Jewish prayer and ritual. He lived in Harlem, the Bronx, Brooklyn and
Jerusalem growing up. After being in the army Bill studied at the Manhattan School of Music, as a
composition major. He was also one of the first to graduate from the Hebrew Union College School
of Sacred Music, then in Cincinnati.
Bill became the Cantor of Leo Baeck Temple, in Los Angeles in1954 where he stayed for the rest of
his career as a cantor. He also taught liturgy and cantorial music at Hebrew Union College in Los
Angeles for many years, touching the lives of many rabbis and cantors across the country.
Cantor Sharlin’s compositions, secular and religious, are performed throughout the world. This is
his legacy for us all.
Who William Sharlin was can also be expressed in the words of Dr. William Cutter, “Cantor Sharlin
took people’s natural inclination to sing and play and brought that into prayer. He used his guitar at
Leo Baeck Temple and at HUC-JIR to get people to sing, and to introduce complex musical ideas.
He challenged all clichés about prayer. His canon of compositions will endure.”
I always say that although the loss may be full of sorrow for us, to be able to say that someone lived
a good, long, and fulfilling life that touched many people is a wonderful legacy. This can be said
about Cantor William Sharlin. Our lives will be richer because he was among us.
Zichrono li-vracha—May his memory be an everlasting blessing to us all.
L’Shalom,
Cantor Marla Goldberg
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Message from the President:

These are challenging times for our congregation, our community, our state and our country. Even
so our tradition teaches us that the joy of the wedding supersedes times of sadness and frustration.
Accordingly, please plan to join us for My Big Fat Jewish Wedding on Sunday, January 20th at
5:00pm at The Adelson Educational Campus. Buy your tickets today by calling the office 436-4900.
Tickets range in price from $60—$90 and all are welcome.
While the newlyweds are honeymooning please join us to reflect on the wedding and other successes
within the congregation by attending our Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday, January 27th from
10:00am—11:45am in the Second Floor Library at the condos in the District at Green Valley Ranch.
Once again all are welcome but we need one representative of each member family to be present in
order to vote. If you can not attend please call the office at 436-4900 for a proxy form.
Have a wonderful 2013 and thank you for all you do on behalf of CPT.

B’Shalom,
Sam Lieberman
President
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Please contact Marlene Silverman regarding the silent auction marsil@cox.net or
(702) 869-0190 and Jackie Ackerman regarding sponsorships and greetings for
the Tribute Journal jackerman5@cox.net or (702) 809-5900
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To help make My Big Fat Jewish Wedding a fiscal success please call Larry Bernstein
(702) 516-3223 latoys@aol.com or Marlene Silverman (702) 869-0190 marsil@cox.net to
get involved with the silent auction or overall production and sponsorship opportunities.
In the final weeks volunteers are always needed call the office to see how you can help
(702) 436-4900

Happy New Year To You
Happy New Year to you!
May every great new day
Bring you sweet surprises-A happiness buffet.
Happy New Year to you,
And when the new year's done,
May the next year be even better,
Full of pleasure, joy and fun.
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Adult Helpers: L to R—Gloria Granat, Roz Tessler, Rabbi Yocheved Mintz, Harriet Bernstein, Charlotte Kucklin
and Tim Lockett

Danica collecting receipts

MayLee, Samantha and Danica
helping customers

Samantha enjoying the collection
of receipts
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Havdallah with Rabbi Mark Novak and Renee Brachfeld,
our Chanukah Scholars-in-Residence

8

Celebrating at Shabbat Services with Rabbi Mark & Renee

9

Storytelling at Shabbat
Mark Novak and Renee Brachfeld
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Community Announcement
In a strategic move designed to be more responsive to client’s needs and allowing our
agency to become more efficient, the Jewish Family Service Agency is announcing important policy changes at our JFSA Food Pantry.
In order to provide JFSA Clients with greater choices while respecting their privacy, we
are introducing the use of shopping cards. Over the next several months, the cards will
replace our traditional food pantry program of providing groceries and commodities.
The cards will be more effective in helping Clients purchase food and commodities they
need while offering them choices, dignity and respect. The cards will be coded to prevent purchase of alcohol and tobacco products. Some limited grocery products will still
be available at our offices for Clients.
We will give priority to Clients of the Jewish Family Service Agency receiving other services. Current Food Pantry clients will meet with our case managers to determine how
best to serve them or refer them to other food pantries or social service providers. Clients will receive a comprehensive list of all 242 pantries in the Las Vegas area. A SNAP
(food stamp) coordinator will be on-site part-time during this transition.
We are grateful for the service provided by our dedicated Food Pantry Volunteers. We
will be meeting with each of our valued Volunteers in order to share with them other opportunities for service at the Jewish Family Service Agency. We will be honoring all of
JFSA’s Food Pantry Volunteers at a special recognition event later this year.
We believe these changes will help the Jewish Family Service Agency to be more responsive to client needs while being more efficient in delivering vital services to our community. For more information about these changes and other services provided by the Jewish Family Service Agency please contact Christina Primack, JFSA Executive Director, at
702-215-6353 or email <ChristinaP@jfsalv.org>.
Thank you for your understanding and most importantly your support and commitment
to the Jewish Family Service Agency.
Bruce R. Matza, President
JFSA Board of Directors

Christina Primack
JFSA Executive Director

Dr. Hugh Bassewitz, Chairman
Jewish Federation

Elliot B. Karp, President & CEO
Jewish Federation
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UPDATES
and

Fundraising Opportunities
On’gai Shabbat— Time to Sign up!
We still have a few openings left for those of you who want
to celebrate a simcha or commemorate the memory of a
loved one by sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat. And for you
foodies who want to get your Bobby Flay or Gordon Ramsey
on, there’s still time! Check the schedule below; an opening
is your opportunity:


January 4



January 18



February 1



March 1

Ron & Ellen Royer (in honor of Austin
becoming a Bar Mitzvah)
Phyllis Zuckerman
Ann Brandt
Caterer needed
Micheal and Cheyenne DeLee Sponsors
Caterer needed
Sponsor needed
Caterer needed

TORAH STUDY
THIS MONTH:
Rabbi Mintz will lead Torah Study
for Parashat Bo January 19th, at the Rabbi’s
home at 10:00 AM. A bagel and lox brunch will
be served. There will be no Torah Study January
5th, as Austin Royer will deliver a D’var Torah as
part of the service at which he becomes a Bar
Mitzvah.

*Sponsors & Caterers are needed for Feb-June
Call the office at (702) 436-4900 or email Doris Turrentine at
cptdoris@a for more information or to book your date now!




Homes are always needed for the various
activities and meetings of our congregation.
Offer a Personal prayer – If you’d like to write your
own, please do so. If you would like to see it published
in the newsletter, e- mail it to cptdoris@aol.com

Box Tops For Education are an Easy
Way to Support P’nai Tikvah’s
Jewlicious Learning Program!
Box Tops for Education is a very simple way for
you to contribute to CPT’s Jewlicious Learning program every time you shop! Clip box tops from hundreds of products. Each box top is worth 10 cents
for the program, and some products are offering
double and triple box tops! Bring them to services
with you and place them in the “Box Tops for Education” box. For a complete list of products bearing
the Box Tops for Education symbol, go to: http://
www.boxtops4education.com .
All Box Tops should
Shabbat Services or
ner cabinut-

be brought to
sent to Dale Gardsky@aol.com

Rabbi Mark Novak and Renee Brachfeld joined Rabbi
Mintz in leading Torah Study.

Congregation P’nai Tikvah has a New URL,
New Facebook and Twitter Addresses
Make our new web address, www.pnaitikvahlv.org , a
Favorite!
Social networking with our shul is easier than ever! “Like” us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/pnaitikvahlv and follow us on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/pnaitikvahlv .
Thanks to Danielle Holland—CPT’s social network maven—for
keeping us current!! But now that she’s a new mom, we need
another volunteer to step forward. Call 436-4900 to be our new
maven!
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Women’s Rosh Chodesh Group
No R”Ch in January…Celebrate at “My Big Fat
Jewish Wedding” on the 20th
Adar: Sunday, February 17th: 7:00 – Speaker on
Women’s Issues – Hostess needed
Nisan: Sunday, March 10th : 7:00 – Passover
Workshop – Hostess needed

DID YOU KNOW??
When you buy a new car you can receive a referral fee from
any dealership. This is a wonderful and carefree way to be a mitzvah to CPT its called a bird-dog
fee. More information contact
Doris 869-2700.

Jewlicious Learning

Iyyar: Sunday, April 14th: 7:00 – Dream Circle
(tentative) – Jackie Ackerman’s home
Sivan: Sunday, May 16th: 7:00 – Gather ‘Round
the Pool – Rabbi’s House

WANTED: Help in Setting Up the
Worship Area
If we were a wealthy congregation, we’d hire a
crew for set-up and takedown each service; and,
since we do not have the
funds to do that, we need
volunteer sweat equity to
help each time. Set-up
time is cut in half when a
few people pitch-in. So step up to perform this
mitzvah (after all, how close are you to the magic
number 613?) and call the office at (702) 436-4900

Mitzvah Envelopes:
Mitzvah envelopes are given out at services with
the hope that they will be filled
out and returned with a donation for the congregation. Honoring or remembering loved ones,
giving tzedakah for a
MiShebeirach, simply being
thankful for meaningful services,
and any other reason you can think of helps the
congregation’s sustainability and funds future
For details regarding current CPT fundraisers or suggestions for future fundraising opportunities, please
contact Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com

We welcomed our wonderful new
teacher’s assistant, Niah Anson, in
December, and had lots of Chanukah learning and fun with Niah,
Rabbi Mintz, and Cantor Goldberg.
We sang several songs for Chanukah at services, made Pla-do
dreidles, and had a Chanukah party
at Jewlicious Learning.
When we get back in January, we
will be doing a project on the
Sh’ma, learning the V’ahavta, too,
and creating our very own mezuzot.
(You might have a chance to bid on
some at “My Big Fat Jewish Wedding”- - who knows?
By the end of the winter, the older
kids will be working on prayers, and
the younger ones will finish their
reading readiness. Hurray for J.L.!
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Jewlicious Learners enjoy Renee Brachfeld juggling and
Rabbi Mark Novak telling stories during Chanukah
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We are proud of our bar mitzvah,
Austin Royer, 1/4-5/12

Austin was born in Lake Oswego, Oregon, where he lived until he
was two years old. His family moved to Las Vegas, where Austin attended nursery school at The Hebrew Academy. After two years of pre
-school at Lummis Elementary, Austin began his stellar academic career with kindergarten at Desert Torah Academy. He stayed at DTA
through third grade, went to Solomon Schechter for fourth grade and
went back to DTA for fifth grade. Austin is currently attending Sig
Rogich Middle School.
Austin loves playing his oboe and is in the advanced band at Rogich..
He has been joined in blowing shofar to herald in Erev Yom Kippur at
Congregation P’nai Tikvah. He also loves going to Camp Ramah,
where he has been fortunate to be a camper each summer for the last
three years. Austin especially loves animals, having memorized every
episode of Animal Planet’s Dogs 101, Cats 101 and Too Cute. His
goal is to become a veterinarian so that he can help both the animals
and their owners feel better.

HAPPY NEW YEAR HAPPY NEW
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MITZVAH ENVELOPES
Jackie Ackerman
-In memory of Arthur Ackerman
Ann Brandt
-In memory of Minnie Etkind
Harriet Bernstein
-In memory of Dorothy Bernstein
Ken and Dotti Elgart
-In memory of Teddy Shainan
-In memory of Mary Wikosf
Debora & Mark Barney
Dale Gardner
Susan & Rick Bindhamer
Harriet & Jules Schreider
Michael DeLee
Dale Epstein
Barbara Holland
Ann Castro
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz
- In memory of Joseph Porath

To have a “Chai Contributions”…to life! sent out, please
contact the office at 436-4900, or so indicate on your Mitzvah envelope. Mitzvah Funds and Tribute Card funds are
used to help maintain and grow the vital programs and services of Congregation P’nai Tikvah.

Congregation P’nai Tikvah Earns $3
in MaxPerk Rewards
For Every Donated
Ink or Toner Cartridge
Just like any other organization, Congregation P’nai
Tikvah uses a good deal of office supplies. As a member
of Office Max MaxPerks program, CPT earns MaxPerks
rewards based on our purchases and also on used ink and
toner cartridges we return to our local Office Max store.
Donate your used HP, Dell and Lexmark ink and toner
cartridges to us—either by bringing them to services or
dropping them off at the congregation office—and we’ll
earn $3 in rewards for each cartridge.

Mi Shebeirach/”Get Well” Wishes to…
Hedda Abbott
Marie Ackerman
Phrank Diamond
Carol Bernstein
Larry Bernstein
Karen Boyett’s mother
Fran Fine’s Mother
Garret & Isaac Lewin
Marjorie Lieberman
Davida Lewin Schermer
Dr. Jordan Lurie
Harriet Miller
Betty Guillentine
Doris (D’vorah) Turrentine
Barbara Grossman
Edith Rome
Jonathan Schwartz
Gary Paykell
Elliot Bender
Paul Bodner
Cindy’s Fox’s Mother
Marie Lodeski
Rocky Fazio
Guy Fazio
Olivia Bender
David Epstein
Mindy Bonder Berkon
Fran Fine’s Mother
Karen Boyett’s Mother

It is customary to acknowledge the MiShebeirach
prayers of the congregation with a small donation
made in your loved one’s honor.

TORAH FUND
ISRAELI TREES
PRAYER BOOK DEDICATIONS
OR PURCHASE
For $40.00 a prayer book can either be purchased for personal
use or be dedicated to the congregation “In Memory” or “In
Honor of” and a card from CPT will be sent to the family. The
prayer book plate will be placed on the inside cover of our
new Kol HaNeshamah siddur.
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Happy January
Birthday!!
HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS TO:

Dotti Elgart
Cindy Fox
Cort Ancman

January 4
January 14
January 21

Happiness is a choice, a habit, a desire...
You are as young and successful,
as you think you are. Enjoy yourself.
Have fun. Omit things you will regret.
Imagine what you want to do next...

If we missed your birthday or an anniversary, we apologize. Please call the synagogue office
at (702) 436-4900 so we can update and correct our records.

KIDZ KORNER for January Shevet
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YAHRZEITS
FOR JANUARY
In the rising of the sun and in its going down,
we remember them;
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter,
we remember them;
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring,
we remember them;
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn,
we remember them;
In the beginning of the year and when it ends,
we remember them;
When we are weary and in need of strength,
we remember them;
When we are lost and sick at heart,
we remember them;
When we have joys we yearn to share,
we remember them;
So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are
now a part of us, as we remember them

Memorial plaques are available for your consideration,
To honor the departed,
To inspire the living.
To be remembered in the hearts of those we leave
behind is,
In a sense, to live forever.
For further information, call the Synagogue office at 702
-436-4900

Donate your Pamper coupons to Rachel Piekarsky
rannelliott@yahoo.com

Minnie Etkind
-Remembered by Ann Brandt
Charlotte Clark
-Remembered by Susan & Rick Bindhamer
Martin Hillman
-Remembered by Anne & Gary Ullman
Samul Kamanitz
-Remembered by Barbara & Andrew Holland
Leah Keren
-Rememberd by Jana Khoury
Beila Kunis
-Remembered by Arthur Kunis
Mary Kunis
-Remembered by Arthur Kunis
Bernice Kuryk
-Remembered by Barbara & Andrew Holland

Remembering Friends and Family:
If you know of someone who can use
a little cheer in their life because of
illness or a death in their family-or a
simcha -mazel tov celebration; the
"Sunshine Lady” Phyllis Zuckerman
would like to send a card. Please contact her at:(702)617-0585 or phyllistan@cox.net

Lee Sol Mintz
-Remembered by Rabbi Yocheved Mintz
Shirley Sweet
-Remembered by Marlene Silverman
Harry Sweet
-Rememberd by Marlene Silverman
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NEW YEAR’S DAY

MY BIG FAT JEWISH WEDDING

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE:
January 4
January 5
January 7
January 8
January 14
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21
January 27
January 28

Tot Shabbat 6:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 pm at Kraft
Sussman Chapel
Shabbat Shacharit Services at which Austin Royer becomes a Bar Mitzvah, at
10:00 a.m. at Kraft-Sussman Chapel
Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm
CPT Board Meeting—Sam Lieberman’s home
Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm
Tot Shabbat 6:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv Services 7:30 at Kraft
Sussman Chapel
Torah Study 10:00 am., at the Rabbi’s home
“MY BIG FAT JEWISH WEDDING”—5:00 PM at Adelson Educational Campus
Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm
ANNUAL MEETING: 10:00am—11:45am in the Second Floor Library at the
condos in the District at Green Valley Ranch. (Park next to REI’s)
Jewlicious Learning 4:15 pm & Simchat Chochmah 7:00 pm

Blessing for the month of Sh’vat
As we plant our seedlings for Tu BiSh’vat, let us also plant within ourselves seeds of
hope and possibility. May we be blessed with the wisdom to see the potential within
ourselves , our family, and our synagogue community. May we remember that it is
from our roots that we have strength and stability and may we strive to grown individually , and as a congregation. Amen.

Kol Kiruv, the newsletter of Congregation P’nai Tikvah, is available on-line at www.pnaitikvahlv.org at no cost. If
mailed, hard copy delivery is $36 annually. Please notify us and remit payment .
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