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RabbMesssage to the Congregatio

i's not yet humanmakiengsrepayani casdwhdat e
~humanintew.ed to do whatever misd
—-Rabbi Mordecsati i Mk iKmg! a o that promi se.

. the gates to Heaven and t
Aln a place where there are no men, be a man.

~Hillel, Rig&kek AVOly pumper sticker
heading in thedwalbhgwsi Ue

Chewvr eh turns. O

As we goaim tmo HtgNed rheaei MB\RLYr Sk O'Ifwain said AExper |en
Awe, 5773, it is diffiggylkttboosvbehpatthe g: CaRp
nous chattegcalfattihreg-,e vdackwn .and al |

tocoof ten dirty campaign rhetoric that fills our

waves and jams our phdhée rcphreslaryi kewRrs&l nBow
hard it is to suppres$n@héof@avengssouthodldiou
economy, fragile situdoirendihfispubél thpdomPRyoO

an threat ;Segmidwismg ian fEQT ofpeds @my that | cannot
everesent danger of té&PMEEtNsNgadthcRs A0l Homd
and abroad. And, evefROfmof&®r@hiel ehheng. . sevenm

overcome the hurts weam8yohédeéeedndnrédgec@esitngi
the past year, the pedMéetPe®@fligfathgeapol 0By R
of seiéen, and the bl ®Wd Wwd Hdvd swadtthace®pt ed
Yet, it is incumbent @Pen E88KhUETf USsspbdt hhatt
time and go deep- withinNRtAh@JddoUnNhE&ssSelypU conti

assessments necessaryl!fNoophepawergdsr ¥e|1 nesdfs b p
New Year . that allows us to relate

the errors and recogni ze
We prepare through inthegspRe@hbolr omMgedt aki onas
contemplationésoul seap¢lyi pgwhardaweja@agmidheal
Asseret YO metiheT otsehnu vdaahy|sg pf, rfedruidifdidiess focuse
by making amends with one anotheréand then
making amendsThe fG rstWemuasfte pdrievceend ef reenee wi Il an
second; thereds no waPodNré@ngomMportweugarghoes.
square things away wimakehdeAemimgRey whegtinerwae
have squared things aWwagswith o®n faR PRryso@f
friendsworé&erscoour acfBliaprheafhcwbereawg, may not
as we have done throu§dgR6iuEi ORe pr &Needierd mént R
of Elul, we follow thédeMmer mbRedéandeprberéEtgres n
admitting our failingé$] kgswksggWeonerdr §ovémédk

webve been hurt this year



do those to others. Did we gossip? Belittl e
shortcomings? Hol d a grudge? Refrain from g
away when we were needed? Feign |l ack of fund
backs to the needs of fellow congregants? Wh
seen examples of sensit itbwiatryertsqg ame | airsatomer ,vc
great magnani mous efforts, generosity of pock
words, exampbebl|l othkeit

We are told that in a ptiaeeawmeBechbenemansch
means using our f-afefei wmildg, netplisadli veayd. f el't
meaning to our | ives. It is the key to succe
and iMensiciheeen more happy, content, prosperous
courteous and considerate, thoughtful and giwv
giveness, wmenaoheach be a

May CongP&mait ibleinkav acho mmuni ty of honorabl e mens
L6Shanah Tovah Ti.kateivu vo6Teichatei mu
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from the Cantor

sh Hashanah it is written, on
are words of a poem we read ev
he Book of Life?

sh Hashanah it is written, on
ny shall pass on, how many sha
hall be secure, and who shal
read these words, we reflect o
ents that shaped our | ives

sh Hashanah it is written, on
al |l be tranquil and who shal
hall be humbled, and who exal't
k to the New Year as one of gr
t ? Were we able to |l earn pati
sSs? Did we | earn enough to he
ongs we have done against othe
ommi tted against wus? The day
se things. Refl ecting on our

' ines of the poem | have quote
nt s severe decree. o0

|l ways tell my Bar and Bat Mitz
S required. o Remember , God do
sks that you be as great as yo
year 5773 approaches | pray t
the best of ourselves.

fool have hurt anyone in anyway
e those who might have hurt me
rr New Year be filled with peac

Tova,

Marl a Gol dberg
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Message from the President:

Dear Friends:

Wel come to another amazing aRPanaipi Tii K-u:
vawme value your membership and active g

meet and exceed your expectations in t
be striving to guarantee our survival
anteeing our | ong range viability and
ding wil/ be an i1 deal event to introdu

nity to the magic and um®Ridgaends &v achahsi ec
Save the Date of January 20th and pl an
tact Larry-3BB6a3ter nem®i2l | vyank@aol . c¢
this major endeavor.

Congr eR@rtaiorelx iksvtahf or you and because o
your time, talents and treasure which
communi ty.

Best Wi shes fodThaSkwegdouNEwr Yal

o=
C}"n’@e’mm) do
B6Shal om,

Sam Lieber man

President



Note from Rabbi Mintz: This is in response to a question raised recently by a congregant)

What am | Kissing When | Kiss the Torah?

Written by Rabbi David Cooper, of Congregation Kehilla (Berkeley, CA) on August 20, 2012

(A close buddy of mine came to the Model Shabbat Morning service in December, and later she
reflected that Kehilla has renovated many traditional practices that needed to be changed as
she saw it, but she was puzzled why it is that when Torah is paraded about the synagogue we

still kiss it (or actually kiss something thjat

pretty idolatrous, doesndt iit?¢6

My feeling is that if it does seem like idolatry to you, you should definitely not kiss the Torah
since idol worship may be in the eyes (or lips) of the practitioner. And when Torah kissing was
idolatry to me (and it was), I didndét Kkiss t

share with you what | think I 6dm kissing when]

Tor a
ki ss

Or maybe | start by desimwheg WwlBat ki sshingkth@mTor ah. I

that the Torah has feelings or that God in any supernatural sense cares whether or not | kiss the
Torah. | am essentially participating in a group hug of the Torah, indicating that it is part of my
life and part of my community. It is also a sign of respect.

Intolerance in the Text

But that brings up the question of what | am respecting: whatdo | t hi nk 1 6m K
do not subscribe to every rule or every value that the Torah promotes. There is sexism in that
scroll, as well as homophobia, chauvinism and triumphalism. So my kiss could not mean that |
embrace everything within the text.

To me, O0Torahdé does not represent only that
a traditional approach, Torah was more than the words on the page. Torah was an activity that
involved revelation and study. That is why my grandfather could refer to his studies in Talmud

as O0OToraho without stretching the meaning of
owi sdomé beyond that which is contained in t

Torah as Process

Continuing in this tradition of seeing the Torah as something beyond the text, | perceive of it as

a process It is a process beginning in the earliest eons when humanity first manifested con-
sciousness and it continues to the present moment. It is the process of human beings trying to
obtain some grasp of the reality of existence and to find their role or their purpose within this
mysterious reality. Our Torah, the Five Book
deavor to put down in writing the outcome of
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http://kehillasynagogue.org/author/rabbidavid/

In the context of the eras of its production, it is a prodigious effort. In contrast to many other
texts of its time, the Torah maintained that human beings were not completely subject to an
ever-repeating cycle of fate dthat we have the capacity to choose to be better as individuals
and as a holy community and to liberate ourselves. It introduced the revolutionary idea of its
time that the religious pursuit was not only one of obedience to the rules of rituals, but also
required moral action to relieve the suffering of others. This revolutionary concept persisted in
the offspring Abrahamic traditions of Christianity and Islam as well.

My problem with fundamentalism is that it freezes the holy texts; it insists that the scriptures

are not the beginning of an on-going evolutionary enterprise, but the final word. But if part of
the message of Torah is that we can change, grow, become better, then it is also saying that we
can surpass the original text as we learn to be more compassionate and more tolerant than our
ancestors could ever have imagined.

Some Humility, Please
At times | find myself feeling smug and supelrior to
have to remind myself that our descendants, having evolved in their ethical understandings yet
further than we, will perceive us deven those who are progressive das having perpetuated falla-
cies and injustices which are as yet invisible to our current sensitivities and morality. But we
should take credit for having laid the groundwork for them, and conversely, we need to credit
our predecessorsd for having |l aid the groundwork fo

So in some sense, Torahdwithin and beyond the text dis how we live our lives consciously. This
idea is reflected in the evening service where there is a prayer that refers to the words of the

Torah byKisalye wm ®RhoarBeycehy nyua évarleeg/ m un mhﬁhehﬁg-bhi@lb mam vVva
OFor these are our |ives and the | ength of our days
night. o

And | choose to embrace them with a kiss.




Dear Aly,

I want to tell you about how you became
The same | sraeld. sol diers who have to de
ones who-tseirrwee tyvears of their | ives, bedgdg
t hat

would do it besides us, because our neig
Syria massacres their own people, there'
eign dictators have done for thousands o
You picked a song for your fl oo routine
their families came from he shtetls o
tains of

Morocco or the Kibbutzim of northern 1| sr
army base gym to the TV as soon as the r
showing your floor exercise to Hava Nagi
masked pride, and of your decision to de
nich Olympics in 1972.

There were somers from Intelligence, Cap
Corps and more. You probably understand
wei ght coming from them, as does a stand
There was nothing apologetic about what
are: for how we dress, for our beliefs,
Commi ttee wanted to keep that tradition.
di sturb our party.

They didn't coubdtgbnlannl8 eatard

There wasndédt one person at the gym who d
not one who didndét know what happened to
feel personally insulted by their compl e
sary of their deaths, and not one who di
Thank you for standing up against an inj
to my machine at the gym, I caught one o
sion. I think that says it all/l
Sincerely,

Dan Yagudin

of ficer, I srael.i ce
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is point of view, assuming ongoing contact betw
in the cred¥tzbondftmedbsevahe Ha zrksar afto rNreasl h amottu
membr anceemdr gewdilisn the | ate 11th century CE. F
e Rhineland (1096 CE), a practice developed men
t he aNankd"dd(ush. Hapd eima l |l iturgies were created,
mmemor ati ons, extensive name | ists of martyrs w

er time, the process of remembering the dead ex
nagongaukeh'e'rwer e r e me nwh erbendh,y ewist of f ered on behalf
mmunity | eaders, and their names added to memor
ight dil emma. Whereas martyrs who died in sanct
mption-Kirdgdmush nHaSkEM was the atonement, commun
ctors required postmortem atonement. And the be

e Torah VYemdKrbgepglionrs wiAthlarwoer Mottt er t he deat h. "

bbinic tradition asserted that the detazdedc-oul d b
abhnd fasting, two practice&om Kndpnmpaulrg é oo aD mt Keé pip
d aryy zfpooreyer s honoring deceased community | eader
d i f mamatkyhresosialndd be mewhat adlbaebabet-Btoemynd

ne Jew? Over time, it was natural that families
ves. ByYithkekotob606d, i nto what think of today as a
actice, four centuries after the @rauys atdreasd, i thieocna
s a&yizk@membering deceased | oved ones.

Continued on paf¢
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So wher eShdaol otshhe fROtg ailnitno t his slice of | iturgical

bet w¥emkhad the three pilgrimages?

I n the early 17t hYiczmdsri rext eSadkekdodtt, o addr8 h@fw .lu o t

How did that happen? Since the pidlmgmni magie heé €1 inwe
our time of |joy, it seems anomal ous to be deemed
't is true thatvWizcbhocbbasRkR8hat dmday sm af-firms the
woven juxtaposition of |ife and death. 't i s exac
time to remember those with whom we once shared t
Westernized American culture, traditional Jewi sh
sanitize the r8akknygysof weeatememher that | ife is &
makeshi ft dwel lings we Phreasdaecihd st hwe wr Ethemhesswe We
sl aves I nStEagweatds Aswe remember receiving the Tor a
remember deceased | oved ones, and martyrs of the
However, one possi bl eYiexptratnlae S whnkl of tofr afrdécaethi n g

vuoed
16:1
in p
k' ma
hand
Kipp
i mpo

pres

proof text for-ikifougdcah theoVatrabnreading
7 describes the bringing of offerings to the
r eb
t

oportisdhomwamiut h6&! dahphas bl essed you'"i.shThe H r

natiyedally "according to Maheaeadi fYtggsl faf ohli s ht
" came to be under stoodlalkambhddeon i Edstnigyvalgs fdan
ur What waMattrhe? fandc ttitoen wgkeep of the congr
rtantl vy, to redeem souls of the dead.
earlyYhikemeclyeofus that recitation of memori a
a relationship between the |living and the sol
world of the I|living and the world of the deac
ow of connection to the world beyond was seal
ayersYinbeneni cien, perhaps we can open the wi
worl d beyond.

us reméeimblkeoovihdhes each of us a rich opportuni
it of those beloved ones we are remembering.
t, that we were gifted with the Torah. But we
hters of parents, siblings and spouses who, &
ected with our soulYs zomd yleirfse ad ¢ otwisn wu.s Ard f @l
ence of | oved ones as intercessors and spirit

ipation in our hearts, homes, and family life.

Si mcha Raphael, Ph.D. was ordained by Reb Zal man as a F
Associate Professor in the Jewish Studies Program of T
the Jewish Hospice Network of Philadelphia. He is auth
Sewww. si mcharaphael . com
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