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LIFTING OUR SPIRITS AS
SHAVUOT APPROACHES
From Passover to Shavuot, the fifty days
of the Counting of the Omer provide an
opportunity for us to spiritually ascend .
Just as our ancestors prepared to receive
the Torah in their exodus from Egypt,
each year we re-experience the Exodus
and prepare anew to receive the Torah.
Join us for a different, and totally fitting
way of experiencing the “peak” experience of Shavuot, by sharing a PICNIC AND SHAVUOT SERVICE at Spring Mountain State Park, on Sunday, May 27th at 5:00. Spring Mountain State Park is
located near Red Rock and offers a beautiful setting beneath the breathtaking
Wilson Cliffs. (There is a $7.00 fee per Nevada resident car, so you might try to
carpool) You bring your picnic, and we’ll supply the Shavuot Cheesecake!
RSVP to the office at 436-4900.
Should you want the inspirational words of the day during the Counting of the
Omer, contact Rabbi Mintz directly at gkmintz@aol.com This year the source
of these writings is The 50th Gate: Spirited Walk Through the Counting of the
Omer/49 Steps to Being a Better Human, by Rabbi Gavriel Goldfeder.
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th. If you are planning to attend
Lily Tomlin at the Smith Center, call the Shul Office if you’d like
to get together for dinner afterward.
Likewise, if you’re planning on attending The Diary of Anne
Frank, at the Smith Center of May 20th, let us know and we’ll try
to get together.

Congregation P’nai Tikvah will worship on Shabbat, May 4th and 18th, at
Kraft-Sussman Chapel, in the Bank Nevada Business Park at 3975 S. Durango, Suite 104, in Las Vegas. Tot Shabbat will be held on May 4th and will
begin at 6:30 PM. Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv services will begin at 7:30
PM.
Torah Study will take place at 10:00 AM on May 5th and 19th at Rabbi
Mintz’s home. A bagels and lox brunch is served. Please RSVP by calling
the administrative office at (702) 436-4900 or by emailing gkmintz@aol.com .
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Rabbi’s Message

Dear Chevreh:
In recent weeks, the community has remembered
the Shoah, commemorated Yom HaZikaron, and
celebrated Yom HaAtzmaut. We have shed tears
over all too many deaths, al Kiddush HaShem,
and have rejoiced on the 64th anniversary of our
beloved State of Israel. We have taken in poetry
and songs, lessons and lectures. And we have
said “Never again!”
Yet, during this same time, a rabbi and three children were murdered in France: Egypt announced
that it was no longer going to supply Israel with
natural gas at the discount that had been in place
since the peace treaty was put in place: the nuclear ambitions of Iran have become ominously
more clear: Turkey has threaten to block Israel’s
attendance at the upcoming NATO summit: and
the world has stood by virtually silently. Sound
familiar?
In April, “60 Minutes” aired and insidiously antiIsrael segment, entitled “Christians of the Holy
Land,” which has been described as a “hit piece”
on Israel. It is mystifying how a journalist can
get a piece onto national television with as many
inaccuracies and innuendoes as this piece had. Is
there no internal review?
The focus of the piece is the supposed decline of
the Palestinian Christian population, which is up
to interpretation. According to a report by the
Jewish Council for Public Affairs, in 2011, there
is extensive documentation supplied by the Palestinians that the Christian population in the West
Bank is, in fact, increasing. There may have
been shifts in the population, due to the intifadas
of 1987 and 2000, when town like the Christian
town of Beit Jala were turned into war zones by
the Palestinian militants, turning the towns into
bases for attacks into Jewish neighborhoods to

that since 1967, the Christian population in
Bethlehem has actually increased by 11% and in
the region around Bethlehem by 56%.
Nor was the increase of Sharia law and lack of
Palestinian law to protect religious freedom Matt
Brooks, the executive director of the Republican
Jewish Coalition, commented, “It is absolutely
outrageous that of all the places in the Middle
East, and, in fact, the world, to single out religious persecution of the Christians, CBS would
choose to attack Israel. Israel is a beacon to the
world for religious tolerance and inclusiveness.
The picture painted by Bob Simon and CBS on
“60 Minutes” has no basis in reality. Sadly,
Christians are being murdered and persecuted
daily in the Muslim world and across the globe.”
Gerald Steinberg, of NGO Monitor, a Jerusalem
based group that exposes anti-Semitism and antiZionism pretending to be human rights, told the
Washington Post that the “60 Minutes” segment
was using a tactic promoted by church-based non
-governmental operatives who are closely aligned
with the Palestinian political groups such as Sabeel, Karais-Palestine, and Holy Land Trust, to
“demonize Israel” with “blatantly biased titles as
‘Christ at the checkpoint.”
The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) sent CBS a
letter that says, in part: “While (CBS News’ Bob
Simon) notes that Christians have faced persecution and terrorism in other Islamic countries, such
as Iraq and Egypt, the report failed to pursue the
issue of anti-Christian persecution by the Muslim
population of the West Bank…In addition, it is
particularly disturbing that, in trying to draw
sympathy to the plight of Christian Palestinians,
the piece presented the extremist Kairos document---which denies the Jewish connection to the
Holy Land, and justifies terrorism---as a statement of ‘hope and love and faith.’ It is only in the
60 Minutes Overtime ‘web extras’ online that one
can learn that Kairos, based on vehemtly antiIsrael and anti-Jewish principles, calls on Christians to join the not-so-loving, and counterContinued on page 3
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productive campaign to boycott, divest, and sanction Israel.”
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs points out that CBS whitewashes the reality of Hamas
seeking to destroy Israel and its documented use of suicide bombs, rockets, and other terror
strikes into Israel. Instead, CBS reports the Kairos-Palestine document which places 100% of
the blame for the Israel-Palestinian conflict on the shoulders of the Israelis. The KairosPalestine authors have said that a goal of its document is the “boycott of Israel.”
Ironically, what may have been the biggest response to the “60 Minutes” segment came from
over 30,000 members of CUFI, Christians United for Israel. David Brog noted, however, that
CBS denies having received such an outpouring of criticism. Brog told the Washingotn Post :
“Just as they ignored overwhelming evidence of the real threat to Christians of the Middle East--militant Islam—before and during their report, they seem determined to ignore evidence after
the fact. At the very least,” he adds, “no one can accuse CBS of being inconsistent.”
The creaking anti-Semitism that now clearly permeates European and Middle East societies is
the revival of bigotry that has plagued our people in almost every generation. We know what
happens when we do nothing. This is a time for us…each and every one of us…to begin to
speak out. Write your congressional representatives; write letters to the Editor of the RJ; and
write to CBS News at 524 West 57th Street, New York, NY, 10019.
Educate yourself to be on the alert for both the blatant Israel-bashing and the subtle innuendofilled slurs. Protest the de-legitimization.
As Ecclesiastes says, “There is … a time to refrain from speaking and a time to speak out.”
Now is the time to speak out.
L’Shalom,

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz, Mashpiah Ruchanit
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Cantor’s Notes :
Ceremonial Tones
Dear Friends,
A contrast is often made in the contemporary
West between religious people and those who claim
to be “spiritual, but not religious.” In general, religious adherents favor a lifestyle determined by crystalized, time-bound and mostly communal rituals,
while the self-styled spiritual folk prefer a more fluid, spontaneous and individualized approach to sacred matters. It is, in essence, the difference between
required observances and inward impulses. Of
course, the line separating these two groups is not
always rigid. There is room in the religious outlook
for personal expression, and spiritual people sometimes fashion or adopt devotional routines. But both
sides recognize ceremony as a defining trait of organized religion.
Broadly defined, ceremony is a sequence of
socialized and symbolic activities used to commemorate important moments, such as rites of passage
and sacred dates. These rituals tie participants to the
event itself, and to the flow of history in which similar events have already occurred and will occur
again. Through their calculated repetition, ceremonies come to stir emotional and intellectual associations, accentuating the importance of the occasion.
And in the rites of nearly every culture, this arousal
of feelings and memories is aided by music.
Ceremonial song and chant is epitomized in
the Jewish religious experience. Whether taking the
form of a holiday tune, chanted motif or full-fledged
composition, musical sounds are prominently heard
in Jewish public observances. This relationship of
music and ritual is as old as Judaism itself.

Numerous biblical verses associate music with
ceremonial events, including weddings (Jer.
7:34), funerals (Job 30:31), banquets (Isa. 5:12),
royal celebrations (1 Kgs. 1:39-40) and religious
festivals (2 Chr. 30:21); and effectively all Temple music was an accessory to the sacrificial rite.
These references combine to paint a picture of a
society in which ceremonies were regularly
served by song.
Unfortunately, musical examples in the Bible are
notoriously bereft of detail, and these ceremonial
snapshots are no exception. The text does not
indicate whether the same music was performed
for each ritual repetition. However, the use of
melodies to mark and distinguish between periodic events is a regular pattern of human culture,
and a key purpose of the oldest synagogue musical practices: biblical cantillation and modal liturgical chant.
It can, then, be reasonably asserted that ancient Israel was saturated with time-specific music. To paraphrase musicologist Abraham Z. Idelsohn, every religion has its ceremonies, and every ceremony has its music. Unlike the malleable
and variable approach of the “spiritual but not
religious,” religious systems are colored by fixed
and recurring calendars, language and behaviors—ceremonial features that take shape over
time and come to symbolize group identity. And
the collective thoughts, hopes, history and way of
life these elements represent are encapsulated in
song and chant.
Best Wishes,

Cantor Jonathan Friedmann
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Mindful Awareness: Killing Jews, Killing Muslims, Killing Blacks
---Rabbi Arthur Waskow, Shalom Center
Three recent moments of horror:
A Frenchman kills a Jewish family and several French soldiers (some of them Muslims) who had served the
French government¹s interests by using violence against Muslim societies.
An American soldier kills several Muslim families in Afghanistan, the second Muslim country in which he has been
ordered into four tours of violence.
An armed Euro-American kills an unarmed African-American for looking suspicious inside a gated community in
Florida.
Three utterly different news items? Merely, as a Secretary of Defense once euphe-mistically said, “Stuff happens”? Just dots, no connections?
I don¹t think so. For one thing, I think all three killers were operating within a framework of what seemed like legitimate violence. Even though there was wide-spread condemnation of their acts, afterwards. Afterwards.
Beforehand? The Florida killer was operating under a basic American “cultural rule” (once felt by almost all white
Ameri-cans, then by a majority, and still by a
large proportion of them): The lives of black folk are far less valuable than the lives of white folk.
The Florida killer said he felt fearful. And Fear in a white person is far more urgent to end than Life in a black person is important to save.
Why did he feel afraid? Because the domination of other human beings, the
willingness to enslave one class of them, lynch them, segregate them, impoverish them, imprison them, can only
be under-girded by coming to believe that this class of them are dangerous. The oppression -- which benefits the
oppressor - precedes and gives rise to the Fear.
You can overcome fear by connecting, communing, with the people you fear. (But then how can you keep the
benefits you get by oppressing them?) Or you can overcome fear by being willing to suffer and die for a principle.
Or you can overcome fear by being willing to kill.
In France, a marginalized Frenchman put meaning in his life by enlisting in a one-man army. An army to avenge
all the killings of Muslims by the French and Israeli armies. Anyone wearing a French uniform, and anyone wearing not only an Israeli uniform but the ³uniform² of Orthodox Judaism, was
dangerous. Even their tiny children.
He might have overcome his fear of these ³dangerous² people by connecting, com-muning with them, trying to
affirm his own humanity so that they would be more likely to affirm his. Or he might have overcome his fear by
risking suffering and even death, directly and nonviolently challenging the
governments he saw as dangerous and frightening. Or he could overcome his
fear by killing.
And the third killer, an American soldier. He had been taught, not only in the brain but with every muscle and
blood vessel in his body, that his job, and more than that his moral task, his sworn duty, is to kill Iraqis and Afghans. And certainly he fears them. They have damaged his brain, distorted
his life.

Continued on page 6
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He could have transcended his fear by trying to connect, to commune, with
the Afghans he feared, whom he had been ordered to kill. If his officers had prevented his doing that, he
could have transcended his fear by putting his freedom, maybe even his life, on the line by nonviolently
challen-ging them. Saying the fourth tour of duty was too much. Laying down his machine-gun. Demanding to be discharged, to be able to make love with his wife and parent
his children.
Or he could transcend his fear by killing.
No wonder the Army that had taught him to kill brought him home after he killed, lest he be tried by the
Afghans whose community he had shattered. After all, that same Army has time after time killed civilians, murdered wedding parties, broken the brains and bones of children -- claiming all the while these
dead were merely “collateral damage.” That same Army has taught such fear and hatred of Islam that
its soldiers could piss on the bodies of dead human beings because they were Muslim, they could casually burn the book that to Muslims is the very Word of God.
So one soldier went beyond the Army¹s expectations. If they were honest, they might give him a medal.
Not the Medal of Honor, not the Medal of Courage, but the Medal of Fear Transcended.
In every one of our traditions, religious and secular, there are streaks of blood. In the Torah, proclaiming
genocide against the Midianites. In the Gospels, pouring con-tempt upon the Jews. In the Quran, calling
not only for the inner jihad, the struggle against arrogance and idolatry, but on
occasion for jihads of blood against some communities. In the Declaration of
Independence, with its denunciation of “the merciless lndian savages” who
were the indigenous peoples of this land.
Let us not turn our rage, our fear, and then our violence against those “others” who have such bloody
streaks amidst their wisdom, while pretending there are no such streaks amidst our own.
Let us instead remember that these streaks are only streaks in the many fabrics woven of connection
and community, woven of a “decent respect to the opinions of Humankind.” A fabric woven by all human
cultures and by all the life-forms of our planet. A fabric of fringes, where everything we call
our “own” as if we own it came into being only through the Inter-breathing of all life.
Shalom, salaam, solh -- Peace! Healing! Wholeness!
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CPT Seder Workshop
BY JOHN PRZYBYS
LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
Posted: Apr. 6, 2012 | 12:06 a.m.

Think of it as a multigenerational family dinner party at which special foods are served and
special traditions are followed, which includes more than a dozen separate elements, and for
which preparation begins days earlier.
Oh, and it's a dinner party that's not just about dining and socializing but about spirituality, too,
so everybody will be arriving with definite expectations.
Bottom line: It's no wonder that there probably are more people hoping to be invited to somebody else's Passover Seder today than are hosting Seders themselves.
Passover, the weeklong celebration that begins at sunset today, commemorates the Israelites'
liberation from slavery in Egypt. It's "the most popular of all the holidays," said Rabbi
Yocheved Mintz of Congregation P'nai Tikvah, and the Passover Seder that is held on its first
night -- in some traditions, on its first and second nights -- is "an evening of remembering the
communal memory of redemption from slavery."
Many Jewish people celebrate by attending community Passover Seders. However, Passover
Seders typically are home-based celebrations attended by children, parents, grandparents
and friends, and that can make hosting one intimidating for first-timers.
"There are people who go through their entire lives going to other people's Seders and never
running their own," Mintz said.
And that's why a half-dozen Southern Nevadans gathered on a recent Sunday morning at
Mintz's Summerlin home to learn about hosting a Passover Seder.
A few of Mintz's students-for-a-day had hosted Passover Seders before. Others hadn't but might
wish to someday. But all welcomed the chance to view a holiday they already know from a slightly
different perspective.

Continued on page 8
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Mintz said it's the first time she has had such a class, which grew out of a suggestion offered
by a member of her congregation.
"It's just a way to help demystify it and help to make it as creative and as enjoyable and as
meaningful as possible," she said.
A few of Mintz's students-for-a-day had hosted Passover Seders before. Others hadn't but
might wish to someday. But all welcomed the chance to view a holiday they already know
from a slightly different perspective.
"When you do a Seder, you try to look at it in a new way every single year," Mintz said. "You
try to innovate and reconstruct and figure out another way of telling the story that brings a new
dimension for it."
Mintz began by showing her guests a display of Haggadot -- the written guides used to conduct the Passover Seder -- in her kitchen. While all follow the same basic outline, Mintz's collection includes Haggadot centered on remembrance of the Holocaust, Haggadot filled with
contemporary imagery, Haggadot that feature traditional illuminations, and even a pop-up
Haggadah .
The casual, and entertaining, session included such pre-Passover preparations as ridding the
home of chametz, or foods made from wheat, barley, oats, rye and spelt, in a process that can
take days.
She discussed the symbolic foods found on the Passover Seder plate, including maror, a bitter herb (represented by a piece of horseradish root) symbolizing the bitterness of slavery; a
roasted shank bone, or z'roa, representing the sacrificial lamb and that "God brought us out
with a strong hand and outstretched arm"; and charoset, a mixture of fruit, nuts and honey
representing the mortar that "was a symbol of our servitude."
Mintz discussed the steps -- the washing of hands, the drinking of wine, the saying of prayers
-- that are universal elements of a Passover Seder. However, Mintz also noted that the way in
which the Passover story is retold at a Seder can vary.
For example, a lighter, more interactive tack can be taken to involve children in what otherwise could be a fidget-worthy event.
"In doing so, the kids come to feel more like they are part and parcel of something greater
than their own family, which is really important," Mintz said.
A creative slant also can engage adults who already have heard the story dozens of times.
Mintz recalled one Passover that included a trip to Red Rock for, among other things, a walk
over a dry creek bed in symbolic recall of the parting of the Red Sea.
"By the time we were at the end of the (story), we were sitting on a berm, looking back at the
skyline, and what do we see? Of course: the Luxor (pyramid)," Mintz said, smiling.
"In every year, you are supposed to be as if you were walking through the experience of leaving Egypt yourself, so what better place to do that than Las Vegas?" Mintz said.
Continued on page 9
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Guest Nancey Eason converted to Judaism in 2006 and attended Passover Seders even before that. Eason -- who moved to Las Vegas recently -- has hosted her own Passover Seder
but said attending Mintz's class helped her to think about Passover and the Seder in new
ways.
"The thing about the Seder is, you're supposed to learn something new every time. You're
supposed to live the story as much as you can," she said.
"It's like anytime you pick up a book you've read 50 times, every time you read it you read
something into it because you're a different person."
Rachel Piekarsky had taken other classes with Mintz and said the rabbi does "a good job not
just being informative" but "making you feel connected to things a little bit more, too."
Piekarsky hasn't yet hosted her own Passover Seder.
"I think I could never do this," she said. "I don't host a lot of parties, so it seems like it's very
complicated. But (Mintz) makes it a little simplified, too."
Piekarsky hasn't ruled out hosting one, though. Just not this year. She's expecting.
But next Passover? "I'm going to do it next year," Piekarsky said.

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz demonstrates one ritual of the
Seder feast—washing of the hands— while discussing how to prepare and present a Seder dinner during
Passover. Families will gather today to remember the
Israelites' deliverance from slavery.
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A Mother
A Mother holds her children’s hands for just a little while
But she holds their hearts forever…
It isn’t any wonder; your name was the first we spoke
You were there to tuck us in and there when we awoke
Your love and patience guided us
You’re a star above all others
G-d was smiling down on us
When he made you our Mother
Submitted by Phyllis Zuckerman
Given to her mother at 80th Birthday party

Everyone knows that
(Mother) is another word for love,
but to me, (Mother )
means even more –
it means support and encouragement,
patience and wisdom,
holding close until
just the right time to let go.
The older I grow,
the more I’ve come to understand
how blessed I’ve been
to have you as a Mother
and how grateful I’ll always be
for all the ways
you shared you love with me.
A mother understands what a child does not say.
-Yiddish Proverb
God couldn't be everywhere, so he created mothers
-Yiddish Proverb
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Yom Yerushalayim
May 20, 2012

Location: Midbar Kodesh Temple
1940 Paseo Verde Pkwy
Henderson
Join together as one unified Jewish community. The program is free and open to the entire
community. For more information and reservations please call the Jewish Federation of Las
Vegas at 702-732-0556 or visit www.jewishlasvegas.com/4yoms
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SAVING ANNE FRANK
by Rafael Medoff
(Dr.

Rafael Medoff is director of The David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, in
Washington, D.C., and coauthor, with Prof. Sonja Schoepf Wentling, of the forthcoming book
'Herbert Hoover and the Jews: The Origins of the "Jewish Vote" and Bipartisan Support for
Israel.')
The news that a Mormon temple in the Dominican Republic recently conducted a posthumous
proxy baptism of Anne Frank, the most famous diarist of the Holocaust, will undoubtedly
cause some offense in the Jewish community. Evidently the baptizers believe they were saving
Anne's soul. Of greater significance, however, is what Mormons tried to do to save Anne's life.
Millions of Americans know the story of the German Jewish teenager who hid for more than
two years in an Amsterdam attic until she and her family were discovered by the Nazis and
sent to the death camps. Anne Frank's heartbreaking diary is required reading in schools
throughout the country.
What was not known, until a few years ago, is that before they went into hiding, the Franks
requested permission to immigrate to the United States, but were turned away. Anne's mother, Edith, wrote to a friend in 1939: "I believe that all Germany's Jews are looking around the
world, but can find nowhere to go."
Immigration to the U.S. was determined by quotas that had been set up, back in the 1920s, to
reduce the number of "undesirable" immigrants--particularly Jews and Italians. Even those
quotas were almost never filled, because the Roosevelt administration imposed bureaucratic
obstacles designed to disqualify visa applicants. As a result, during the Holocaust, only 10 percent of the quotas from Axis-controlled European countries were utilized--and nearly 190,000
quota places went unused.
Most Americans opposed more immigration. Fear of foreigners and the difficulties of the
Great Depression hardened many hearts. But there were exceptions. One was the most famous
and influential Mormon in America, Senator William H. King, Democrat of Utah.
In early 1939, refugee advocates in Congress proposed legislation to admit 20,000 German
Jewish refugee children outside the quota system. One of the children who theoretically could
have qualified to come to the U.S. under the bill was Anne Frank. Senator King supported the
bill, although that meant defying most of his Democratic colleagues, as well as President Roosevelt.
Laura Delano Hough teling, a cousin of FDR and wife of the U.S. Commissioner of Immigration, typified opposition to the bill when she remarked that "Twenty thousand charming children would all too soon grow up into twenty thousand ugly adults." Unfortunately, the
Houghtelings' sentiment carried the day. The legislation was buried.
On May 10, 1940, Germany invaded the Netherlands, and completed its conquest in five days.
Trapped under the heel of the Nazi jackboot, the Franks and other Jews in Holland now found
themselves in an increasingly desperate position. Coincidentally, that same week, in Washington, D.C., the U.S. House of Representatives held hearings on legislation sponsored by Senator
King to open Alaska to European Jewish refugees. This bill, too, might have enabled Anne
Frank, and her family, to come to America.
Continued on page 13
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Sparsely populated and strategically located, Alaska territory was in urgent need of development. Immigrant laborers could serve a vital national purpose. The Labor Department and the
Interior Department endorsed King's bill. But President Roosevelt told Interior Secretary Harold Ickes he would support only a watered-down version of the plan, in which just 10 percent
of the workers would be Jews, so as "to avoid the undoubted criticism that we would be subjected to if there were an undue proportion of Jews." The State Department and antiimmigration groups strongly opposed using Alaska for the resettlement of any refugees, and
Roosevelt soon dropped the whole idea. The bill went nowhere.
Meanwhile, throughout 1941, Otto Frank continued writing to American friends and relatives,
and U.S. government officials, in the hope of securing permission for his family to immigrate.
Little did he know the Roosevelt administration was quietly inventing new ways to shut the
nation's doors even tighter. In the summer of 1941, the State Department began automatically
disqualifying all visa applicants who had "close relatives" in occupied Europe--on the specious
theory that the Nazis might hold the relatives as hostage to blackmail the emigrants into becoming Axis spies. (No such spies were ever discovered.)
The new regulation might have disqualified the Franks, since one of their "close relatives,"
Anne's paternal grandmother, Rosa Stern Hollander, was ill with cancer in late 1941 and probably would not have been able to make the cross-Atlantic journey.
William H. King concluded his Senate service in 1941 and returned to Utah, having failed to
open America's doors to European Jewish refuges--but not for lack of trying. His state had few
Jewish voters, and his party was largely against more immigration, but King was driven by his
Mormon faith to aid the downtrodden. Another Mormon U.S. senator from Utah, Democrat
Elbert Thomas, would soon pick up where King left off and help lead the campaign to rescue
Jews from the Nazis in the 1940s.
Anne Frank occupies a special place in the hearts of Jews, and any affront to her memory naturally arouses Jewish ire. Some members of the Jewish community have even urged presidential candidate Mitt Romney, today America's best known Mormon, to speak out against posthumous baptisms of Holocaust victims.
Before rushing to inject the issue into the presidential race, it is worth recalling that leaders of
the Mormon Church have already pledged to refrain from posthumously "saving the souls" of
Hitler's victims, and will no doubt remind their Dominican Republic branch, and their other
followers, of that pledge.
And it is especially worth recalling that when the issue was not saving Anne Frank's soul, but
saving her life, the most powerful Mormon political figure in America did what he could, at a
time when too few were willing to do anything at all.
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Descendants of Holocaust victims reclaim German citizenship

Suzanne Houchin, when she was 8 years old, with her grandfather, Bruno Gumpert. Suzanne now
has a German passport, even though her grandfather was stripped of his German citizenship under
the Nuremberg laws during the Nazi era.
Tens of thousands of Jews are choosing to become German citizens.
Unreal?
It’s happening.
A study at Tel Aviv’s Bar Ilan University study found 100,000 Israelis have German passports.
During the Nazi era, the 1935 Nuremberg racial laws stripped Jews of German citizenship. But since
May 1949, German law gives Jews who fled Nazi Germany the right to German citizenship, including
all their descendants.
“This is the largest group of German passport holders in the world outside Germany,” said Emmanuel
Nachshon, Deputy Ambassador at the Israeli embassy in Berlin.
There are an estimated 15,000 Israelis in Berlin, drawn there to work, study and enjoy Berlin’s intellectual life and cheap rents. “It’s the single most interesting and dynamic city certainly in Europe and perhaps in the world,” said Nachshon.
Maya Nathan agrees. The 33-year-old Israeli student with a German passport said “I fell in love with
Berlin, its freedom, its great space.” Nathan is not uncomfortable about living in the country responsible for the Holocaust. “Our family was never anti-German,” she said, adding that she knows Israelis
who won’t come to Germany.

Nadav Gablinger, an Israeli tour guide who lives and works in Berlin.
Nathan, who has been in Germany for two and a half years, is getting a neuropsychology degree at
the University of Magdeburg. She plans to remain in Germany.

Continued on page 16
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Nadav Gablinger, 39, is a tour guide who has lived in Berlin for 11 years. An Israeli with German
citizenship, he and his Israeli wife have two children in German schools.
Noting that Holocaust history is everywhere in Berlin, Gablinger says that present-day Germany is a
very safe place for Jews.
“Today I can say as a Jew, Germany is the safest place in the world,” he says, “Safer than in Israel.”
Nachshon speculated that many Israelis hold second passports in case things go wrong in Israel.
American granddaughter of Holocaust victims: ‘We made it back’
Increasing numbers of American Jews are also seeking German citizenship.
According to German government figures, 3,663 Americans, mostly Jews, acquired German citizenship between 2003 and 2010.
German citizenship allows American Jews not only to live and work in Europe, but also access to a
free university education. So it could be that some seek German citizenship so they can live and
work elsewhere in Europe.
“Berlin is becoming one of the most exciting capital cities in Europe, and it exerts a pull,” said
Deidre Berger, director of the American Jewish Committee in Berlin. “Many of the new Jewish citizens say they have some history in Germany and they want to discover it.”
Suzanne Houchin, a 50-year-old photographer from Los Angeles, is one of them. She and 10 other
family members received German passports two years ago.

Bruno and Hedwig Gumpert, Suzanne Houchin's grandparents, seen in 1939 shortly before they
fled Nazi Germany.
Houchin’s grandparents, Bruno and Hedwig Gumpert, who owned a department store in the city
center, fled Berlin in 1939.
“My grandparents would talk about their wonderful childhood in Berlin and how much they loved
Germany,” she said in a telephone interview. “They were our bedrock and they meant the world to
us.”
Explaining her feelings about becoming a naturalized German, Houchin said: “It felt like this was a
way of honoring them, getting back something that was stolen from them.” She tearfully added,
“Mein opa (my grandfather), we made it back to the land that you loved so much. This makes my
heart happy.”
Dr. Ruth: ‘Hitler did not want me to have children’… now they can become citizens
Dr. Ruth Westheimer, the 83-year-old renowned sex therapist, born in Frankfurt, is also proud of her
German citizenship, acquired in September 2007.

Continued on page 17
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When she was 10 years old, Westheimer’s parents put her on one of the last trains to a children’s
sanctuary in Switzerland. After the war, she learned her family had been killed.
“Hitler did not want me to have children, or grandchildren,” she said in a telephone interview. “Now
that I have a German passport, my grandchildren can study anywhere in Europe.”
But Edward Levy, 30, a naturalized German from Chicago, is wary. “Sometimes I wonder what the
older generation [of Germans] really thinks,” he said. “If they knew I was Jewish and my grandparents were Jewish.”
Seattle-born Jordan Selig, 25, relishes her new life in the gritty Kreutzberg district of Berlin. A Columbia University graduate, she buys apartments to renovate as rentals. Her grandparents fled the
Nazis on the trans-Siberian railroad to China. She said they boarded the last passenger ship to
leave for the United States before war broke out.
“It’s so much more comfortable and international to live here than in most big cities,” she observed.
As time passes, gets easier
“Berlin is the place to be for young people,” said Nirit Bialer, a 33-year-old Israeli and granddaughter of Holocaust survivors. “There’s a lot of space here, and there is freedom and acceptance of
artistic innovation. Individuality is strong here. In Israel, the collective is much stronger.”
Bialer runs Projekt Habait, a German-Israeli social program to inform Germans about Israeli culture. “Many of the Israelis here are engaged in the art scene and some are known here. However,
there is a big hunger among Germans to learn about us.” The Holocaust remains an open wound
for many Jews. But Berger, from the American Jewish Committee in Berlin, believes the wound will
heal.
“I think it’s getting easier for third and fourth generation Americans with German roots to look at
Germany in a more open-minded way as the distance from the Holocaust grows.”
By Don Snyder, Special to NBC News
Photos: Courtesy of Suzanne Houchin and Nadav Gablinger
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Happy 64th Birthday, Israel!
David Harris
April 15, 2012

What's so special about a country's 64th birthday?
Well, in the case of most nations, perhaps not all that much, unless the country happens to be Israel,
which celebrates its birthday this year on April 25 and 26.
Israel has the dubious distinction of being the only U.N. member state whose right to exist is regularly
challenged, whose elimination from the world map is the aim of at least one other U.N. member state,
Iran, and whose population centers are deemed fair game by Hamas-controlled Gaza and Hezbollahdominated Lebanon. Thus, Israel's sheer act of survival from year to year is itself noteworthy.
None of the countries that are serial human-rights violators -- not Iran, North Korea, Belarus, Zimbabwe, Sudan, or any of the others -- gets anything near the relentless, obsessive, guilty-till-proveninnocent scrutiny that democratic Israel receives from U.N. bodies, with their built-in, anti-Israel majorities, in New York and Geneva.
No other country is the target of such non-stop, well-funded, and highly-organized campaigns to discredit, delegitimize, and demonize a sovereign state.
No other country faces such systematic attempts to launch boycotts, divestment campaigns, and sanctions against it, not to mention flotillas and flytillas, and all the while those behind the efforts, claiming
to speak for human rights, blithely ignore places like Syria, where thousands were killed in the past year
alone, because they can't claim an Israeli connection.
And no other country has its right to self-defense challenged as Israel does, even though it does no more
than any other nation would do if confronted by periodic terrorist assaults and deadly missile and rocket
attacks.
I have enormous admiration for Israel -- for its resolve, resilience, courage, and ingenuity.
Other nations might have succumbed, after 64 years of uninterrupted hostility, to the enemies trying
everything under the sun to destroy them and, short of that, to demoralize and isolate them. But Israel
has not flinched. It refuses to cave. It keeps confounding its foes.
Its commitment to a two-state accord with the Palestinians, polls reveal, remains unshakeable, even as
many Israelis can't help but wonder if the Palestinians, given one chance after another for sovereignty,
truly share Israel's aim of Jewish and Palestinian states living side by side in peace and harmony.
Moreover, in a recent global survey, Israelis came out the 14th "happiest" country in the world, and Tel
Aviv ranks as one of the top "go-to" destinations for young people.
How can it be, Israel's adversaries ask, that these "sons of monkeys and pigs," as radical Muslim
preachers openly refer to the Jews, manage to stand tall, strong, and, yes, optimistic?
How can it be, its adversaries ask, that this nation of just under eight million, grown from only 650,000
at its birth in 1948, repeatedly defeats far more populous Arab foes that have been arrayed against it?
How can it be, its adversaries ask, that these Jews, seemingly led to slaughter like sheep by the Third
Reich, suddenly learned how to defend themselves and vanquish larger Arab armies, within three years
of V-E Day?
Continued on page 19
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And how can it be, its adversaries ask, that Israel, with no natural resources to speak of until recent natural gas findings (yet to be exploited), could achieve a first-world economy, catapulting it into the OECD;
double-digit winners of Nobel Prizes; and a top-three ranking in new NASDAQ listings?
Too often, Israel's adversaries have come up with misguided, if self-satisfying, answers, usually elaborate conspiracy theories inspired by anti-Semitic tropes.
In reality, though, the answer is much simpler. It derives from an age-old connection among a land, a
faith, and a people. Many have tried to sever the link. All have failed.
Consider the words of Ezekiel, expressed some 2,700 years ago:
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have
gone, and will gather them from all sides, and bring them to their own land; and I will make them one
nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel... And the desolate land shall be tilled... And they shall
say, This land that was desolate is become like the Garden of Eden.
Or, to fast forward from the ancient prophet Ezekiel to the prophetic Winston Churchill:
The coming into being of a Jewish State in Palestine is an event in world history to be viewed in the perspective not of a generation or a century, but in the perspective of a thousand, two thousand or even
three thousand years.
Churchill added that the state's establishment was "one of the most hopeful and encouraging adventures
of the 20th century."
Indeed, it continues to be in the 21st century.
To be sure, Israel, like all democratic societies, is a permanent work in progress. Much remains to be
done.
From grappling with a less-than-ideal electoral system to dealing with religious zealots who invoke a
"higher authority" than the state, from addressing a yawning gap between rich and poor to balancing the
Jewish and democratic nature of the country, from the decades-long pursuit of peace to the defense of
the country in a turbulent region, Israel has no shortage of challenges.
But, above all, Israel is a wondrous "adventure." I feel privileged daily to see the fulfillment of the prayers of generations longing for a return to Zion from forced exile.
Witnessing Soviet Jews arriving in Israel as Saddam Hussein's Scud missiles came raining down, while
Israel did not miss a beat in welcoming the newcomers, reveals the country's character.
So, too, being in Rambam Hospital in Haifa during the Hezbollah missile attacks. One minute, a siren
would sound and everyone would calmly go, or be moved, to the bomb shelters. The next minute, after
the all-clear signal, the scientists would return to their labs to continue cutting-edge research in cancer,
diabetes, and stem cell therapy.
Or being in Barzilay Hospital in Ashkelon, where victims of Hamas' strikes against Israel were taken for
medical care, and seeing Palestinian patients from Gaza in rooms adjoining the Jewish wounded.

Continued on page 20
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Or getting to know Save a Child's Heart, an Israeli program that provides life-saving pediatric heart surgery. Many of the children come from Arab countries that deny Israel's very existence.
Or seeing the scrawling on a Tel Aviv wall shortly after 21 young Israelis were killed at a discotheque -"They won't stop us from dancing."
Or watching an Israeli Arab Supreme Court justice -- who, incidentally, refuses to sing Israel's national
anthem -- sit on a panel that upheld the conviction of an Israeli ex-president on charges of rape.
No, this Israel may not feature prominently in the media, I'm sorry to say, but it is the Israel that pulsates
daily with a love of life, of freedom, and of the land. It is the Israel I know and cherish.
Happy 64th Birthday, Israel!
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UPDATES
and

Fundraising Opportunities
On’gai Shabbat— Just a few openings left!
We still have a few openings left for those of you who
want to celebrate a simcha or commemorate the memory
of a loved one by sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat. And for
you foodies who want to get your Bobby Flay or Gordon
Ramsey on, there’s still time! Check the schedule below;
an opening is your opportunity:





May 4th

Sponsor: Harriet Miller
Caterer: Marlene Silverman
May 18th Sponsors: Phyllis & Stan Zuckerman
Caterers: Phyllis & Stan Zuckerman
June 1st Sponsors: Larry & Carol Bernstein
CATERING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
June 15th SPONSOR & CATERING
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

Call the office at (702) 436-4900 or email Doris Turrentine
at cptdoris@a for more information or to book your date
now!




Homes are always needed for the various
activities and meetings of our congregation.
Offer a Personal prayer – If you’d like to write
your own, please do so. If you would like to see it
published in the newsletter, e- mail it to
Davida.Lewin@yahoo.com .

Congregation P’nai Tikvah
Earns $3
in MaxPerk Rewards
For Every Donated
Ink or Toner Cartridge
Just like any other organization, Congregation P’nai Tikvah uses a good deal of office supplies. As
a member of Office Max MaxPerks program, CPT earns
MaxPerks rewards based on our purchases and also on used
ink and toner cartridges we return to our local Office Max
store. Donate your used HP, Dell and Lexmark ink and toner cartridges to us—either by bringing them to services or
dropping them off at the congregation office—and we’ll earn
$3 in rewards for each cartridge.

TORAH STUDY
THIS MONTH:
Rabbi Mintz will lead Torah Study on Par’shat Acharei Mot/K’doshim on Saturday, May 5th and Par’shat
B’ Har/Bchukotai on May 19th at her home at 10:00
AM. A bagel and lox brunch will be served.
Please call the office at (702) 436-4900 or email Rabbi
Mintz at gkmintz@aol.com to RSVP.

Congregation P’nai Tikvah has a New URL,
New Facebook and Twitter Addresses
Make our new web address, www.pnaitikvahlv.org , a
Favorite!
Social networking with your shul is easier than ever!
“Like” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
pnaitikvahlv and follow us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/pnaitikvahlv .
Thanks to member and new mom Danielle Holland—CPT’s social network maven—for keeping us current!!

Box Tops For Education are a Simple
Way to Support P’nai Tikvah’s
Jewlicious Learning Program!
Box Tops for Education is a very
simple way for you to contribute to
CPT’s Jewlicious Learning program
every time you shop! Clip box tops
from hundreds of products. Each
box top is worth 10 cents for the
program, and some products are offering double
and triple box tops! Bring them to services with you
and place them in the “Box Tops for Education”
box. For a complete list of products bearing the Box
Tops for Education symbol, go to:
http://www.boxtops4education.com .
All Box Tops should be brought to Shabbat Services
or sent to Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com
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Continued from page 19

Women’s Rosh Chodesh
Calendar for the Year
As we journey through 5772, we don’t want you to
miss a minute of what’s in store for Women’s Rosh
Chodesh! The remaining meeting dates are:


Sivan/May 20 (Yom Yerushalayim— we’ll
attend the scheduled program at 2:00 PM at
Midbar Kodesh Temple in Henderson, then grab
a bite to eat after at the Cheesecake Factory

Thank you for opening your homes for the meetings. We will announce the locations and times of all
meetings in our service programs, in the newsletter
and in email updates.

WANTED: Help in Setting Up the
Worship Area
Getting your home ready for a get-together can be
pretty challenging...especially if you’re short on
time and help. Well, our home at Kraft-Sussman
(as great as it is) requires preparation and set-up
on Friday afternoons so it is ready for services on
Friday evenings. We could definitely use your
assistance with this! Set-up time is cut in half
when a few people pitchin. So step up to perform
this mitzvah (after all, how
close are you to the magic
number 613?) and call the
office at (702) 436-4900 to
volunteer.

Mitzvah Envelopes:
Mitzvah envelopes are given out
at services with the hope that
they will be filled out and returned with a donation for the
congregation. Honoring or remembering loved
ones, giving tzedakah for a MiShebeirach, simply
being thankful for meaningful services, and any
other reason you can think of helps the congregation’s sustainability and funds future
programming.

Women’s Rosh Chodesh
Meeting at the home of Linda Kauffman, the Women’s Rosh Chodesh group gathered to welcome the
new month of Iyyar with candles and blessings. The
month of Iyyar has the enegy of healing of body,
heart, and soul, and happens during the counting of
the Omer, as we ascend from the season of liberation
that is Pesach to the season of revelation that is Shavuot. To add to those two phenomena, we are also in an
election year. It was altogether fitting, therefore, that
we screened the movie Iron Jawed Angels, the story of
the courageous women of the Suffrage movement,
who were subjected to degradation, imprisonment, and
torture in their quest to gain national rights for women
to vote. The movie, starring Hillary Swank and Anjelica Houston, was a moving and important film,
prompting thought and discussion.
Our program for the month of May will be on May
20th when we will meet at 2:00 at Midbar Kodesh
Temple for Yom Yerushalayim, an annual program
celebrating Jerusalem, facilitated by Cantor Andres
Kornworcel. Following the program, the ladies will
go out for dinner at The Cheesecake Factory at the
District. We will need RSVPs for the event, so we
can make reservations. Please RSVP to the office, at
436-4900.

NEWSLETTER ADS:
If you are interested in placing an ad in the
Kol Kiruv, you are welcome to send the ad to
cptdoris@aol.com The cost is $25 for 1/4 page, $50
for 1/2 page, and $100 for a full page. Placement of
ad is subject to approval by the editor.

For details regarding current CPT fundraisers or
suggestions for future fundraising opportunities,
please contact Dale Gardner cabinutsky@aol.com
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JEWLICIOUS LEARNING
April was a busy month for our youngsters. In addition to their preparing
for Passover, they also learned two songs which they performed at the Yom
HaAtzmaut celebration at the Venetian Hotel, April 29th. Reprieving “Mi
Chamocha” and adding “Artza Aliynu” the kids also are scheduled to sing at
the Yom Yerushalayim event at Midbar Kodesh on May 20th.
Our Jewlicious Learners will be completing their studies for the year on
Monday, May 21st and will be honored for their work at the service, June 1st.

Kids making Pesach trail mix

Aaron & Billy studying
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MITZVAH ENVELOPES

De'Anna Ernst & Don Ortega
-In gratitude to Rabbi and congregation for
Support during illness and passing of
D’Anna’s father William Ernst

Mi Shebeirach/”Get Well” Wishes to…

Anita Lewy
-In honor of Rabbi Mintz
Harriet Bernstein
-In memory of David Bernstein
-In memory of Jerry Bernstein
-In memory of Yetta Tessler
Stephanie & Gary Paykel
-Torah Fund
Kristen Jaeger & Tim Lockett
-In memory of Nagnar Johansen
-In honor of our Anniversary
Dotti & Ken Elgart
-In honor of friends
Scott Linker
-In honor of Bernice Linker
Nancey Kasse
-In honor of Rabbi Isaac Jeret
TOFUND
ISRAELI TREES
PRAYER BOOK DEDICATIONS
OR PURCHASE

RAH

For $40.00 a prayer book can either be purchased for personal
use or be dedicated to the congregation “In Memory” or “In
Honor of” and a card from CPT will be sent to the family. The
prayer book plate will be placed on the inside cover of our new

Hedda Abbott
Elliot Bender
Jessica Baer
Isaiah Brown
Mamusz Chladzynski
Woody Dodge
Janet May Eason
Suzanne Frank
Barbara Holland
Rabbi Shaya Isenberg
Diane Judd
Arthur Kunis
Garret and Isaac Lewin (Davida’s grandsons)
David Leiberman
Marge Leiberman
Davida Lewin-Schermer
Dr Jordan Lurie (Davida’s Nephew)
Ian MacCauley
Paulee Manich
Louis Mayron
Harriet Miller
Bracha Bat Miriam
Garrison Paykel
D’Layne Reynolds
Edith Rome
Pauline Rosen
Moishe Ben Sarah
Rifka Schlanger
Jay Segal
Richard Steinberg
Phyllis Zuckerman
Rabbi Shawn Zevit
It is customary to acknowledge the MiShebeirach
prayers of the congregation with a small donation
made in your loved one’s honor.
To have a “Chai Contributions”…to life! sent out, please contact
the office at 436-4900, or so indicate on your Mitzvah envelope.
Mitzvah Funds and Tribute Card funds are used to help maintain
and grow the vital programs and services of Congregation P’nai
Tikvah.
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Mazel Tov

Happy May
Birthday!!
Claudio Werner
Donald Kaufman
Gabriela Werner
April Long
MayLee DeLee
Marlene Silverman
Michael Matt
Samantha Holland
Stan Zuckerman
Jana Khoury
Jeffrey Barton

May 8
May 10
May 18
May 18
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 26
May 28
May 28

Elizabeth Moore & Jeffrey Barton
May 18
Phyllis & Stan Zuckerman
May 28
Eileen & Cort Ancman
May 30

If we missed your birthday or an anniversary, we apologize. Please call the synagogue office
at (702) 436-4900 so we can update and correct our records.

KIDZ KORNER for May/Iyyar
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YAHRZEITS
FOR MAY

Jerry Bernstein
-Remembered Bernstein
Norma Feldman
-Remembered by Barbara & Andrew Holland
Gerry Finkelberg
-Remembered by Barbara Finkelberg
Sam Keren
Remembered by Jana
Khoury
Ruthe Jacobs
-Remembered by Lesley & Sam Wagmeister
Esther Lustig
-Remembered by Cort
Ancman
Jeanette Sokolovsky
-Remembered by Dale
Gardner
Dr. Hillis N. Lurie
-Remembered by Davida Lewin-Schermer

Happiness is a choice, a habit, a desire...
You are as young and successful,
as you think you are. Enjoy yourself.

If we could have a lifetime wish,
A dream that would come true,
We’d pray to G-d with all our hearts,
For yesterday and you!
A thousand words
Can’t bring you back
We know because we’ve tried,
And neither will a million tears,
We know, because we’ve cried.
You left behind our broken hearts,
And happy memories too;
But we never wanted memories,
We only wanted you.

We mourn the recent passing of William Ernst

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people.
For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry.
For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her fingers
through it once a day. For poise, walk with the
knowledge that you never walk alone.
People, even more than things, have to be restored,
renewed, revived, reclaimed, and redeemed; never
throw out anyone.
Remember, if you ever need a helping
hand, you will find one at the end of each of
your arms.
As you grow older, you will discover that
you have two hands; one for helping yourself, and the other for helping others.

Audrey Hepburn
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Hillel Freedom Seder

L. to R.: Elliot Karp – CEO/President of JFLV, Dr. Quanita Fain– Vice President of UNLV Student Affairs, Hillary Fuller – Hillel Student Board Vice President, Phyllis Friedman – Director of
ADL - Nevada, Rabbi Yocheved Mintz – Spiritual Leader of Congregation P’nai Tikvah and Gil
Kahn – Director, of Hillel LV Jewish Student Center

Jerusalem Day
(Western Wall)

May 4
May 5
May 7
May 7
May 8
May 14
May 14
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 21
May 28

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day

Shabbat Services Tot Shabbat 6:30 PM Kabbalat and Maariv Services
7:30 PM
Torah Study
Jewlicious Learning
CPT Board Meeting 7:30 PM
Jewish, Alive & American
Jewlicious Learning
Jewish, Alive & American
Kabbalat and Maariv Services 7:30 PM
Torah Study
Rosh Chodesh—Yom Yerushalaym Jerusalem Day Concert- Midbar Kodesh
2:00 PM
Jewlicious Learning
Jewish, Alive & American
Jewlicious Learning

Blessing for the Month of Iyyar
May the month of Iyyar, a month of healing of body and mind, bless us
with the ability to let go of that which is toxic and false and open up to that
which will support our well-being, that which is true and real. Amen

Kol Kiruv, the newsletter of Congregation P’nai Tikvah, is available on-line at www.pnaitikvahlv.org at no cost. If
mailed, hard copy delivery is $36 annually. Please notify us and remit payment .
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