
 
 

                          
 
 
HAPPY September 
BIRTHDAYS TO: 
 
 

Alexander Molasky     Sept    3 
Danny Royer                           Sept    4 
Laura Labovitz                       Sept    6 
David Clark                             Sept   6 
Jackie Ackerman                    Sept    11 
David Yavitz                            Sept   16 
David Yavitz                            Sept   16 
Giovanni Wright                     Sept   17 
Roz Flans                                 Sept   17 
Andy Holland                          Sept   20 
Joel Katz                                  Sept   20 
Carrie Matt                              Sept   21 
Renae Jaffee                            Sept   22 
Anne Ullman                           Sept   25 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 
Renae & Shawn Jaffee               Sept       10 
Leigh & Tomer Steinberg          Sept       12 
 
 
If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we apologize.  
Please call the synagogue office at 436-4900, so we can  
update and correct our records  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
KIDZ KORNER 
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GOOD YONTIF/GUT YOHR –SPECIAL HOLIDAY SECTION 
 

GREETINGS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

 
 

L’Shana Tova Tikateivu 
 

To the entire Valley Outreach Synagogue-P’nai Tikvah family: 
A happy, healthy, prosperous New Year!  L’Shana Tova! 

--Ken and Dotti Elgart 
 

L’Shana Tova Tikateivu 
 

Wishing Rabbi Mintz, Cantor Friedmann and members of Valley Outreach 
Synagogue-P’nai Tikvah a sweet and healthy 5771.  Let us pray for the 
safety of Israel. 

--B’Shalom, Anita Levy 
L’Shana Tova Tikateivu 

 
A happy and healthy, sweet and very good new year to all my fellow 
members of Valley Outreach Synagogue-P’nai Tikvah. 

--Marlene Silverman 
 

L’Shana Tova Tikateivu 
 

To our wonderful Rabbi and Cantor of VOS-P’nai Tikvah Congregation:  
Blessings for good health, much happiness, and peace for the coming New 
Year. 

--PhylliStan 
(a.k.a. the Zuckermans)   -17 



 
Calendar of Special Services and Programs for September 
 
Friday, September 3 – Erev Shabbat:  6:30 Tot Shabbat; 
7:30  Services -5555 Redwood Street 
 
Saturday, September 4 – Torah Study:  10:00 a.m. – Rabbi’s 
home (RSVP 436-4900) 
 
Saturday. September 4 –7:30 p.m.,  Dessert, Havdallah & 
Slichot Services – Rabbi’s home (RSV{ 436-4900) 
Wednesday, September 8 – Erev Rosh HaShanah – 7:30 
p.m. – Texas Station  (Please arrive at least a half-hour early to register 
and find a seat; we will maintain silence from 7:20 to 7:30, to allow us to prepare 
ourselves for the proper prayer mode.)  
 
Thursday, September 8 –Rosh HaShanah – 10:00 a.m. – 
Texas Station  (Please arrive at least a half-hour early to register and find a  
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Cont’d from page 20 
 

seat; we will maintain silence from 9:50 to 10:00, to allow us to prepare ourselves 
for the proper prayer mode.)  Following services, some congregants may wish to 

have dinner together at the Texas Station restaurant; please make your 
reservations prior to services with Doris. 

 
Friday, September 9 – Tashlich - 4:00 p.m. – note change of 
timie), followed by pot-luck Shabbat picnic dinner.  Sunset 
Park, at the lake.  (Bring your breadcrumbs to “throw away” your sins; your 
shofar to help trumpet in the New year; and your pot luck contribution to the 
dinner.  Please coordinate with Doris, to get your food assignment.) 
 
Friday, September 17 – Erev Yom Kippur / Kol Nidrei (7:30 
p.m. – Texas Station  (Please arrive at least a half-hour early to register 
and find a seat; we will maintain silence from 7:20 to 7:30, to allow us to prepare 
ourselves for the proper prayer mode.)  Please bring a bag of non-
perishable groceries for the JFSA; and make a Mazon 
donation of what your Yom Kippur meals would have cost. 
 
Saturday, September 18 – Yom Kippur – Texas Station 
Shacharit - 10:00 a.m. (Please arrive at least a half-hour early to register 
and find a seat; we will maintain silence from 9:50 to 10:00, to allow us to 
prepare ourselves for the proper prayer mode.)   “Break” – ap. 1:30 p.m. 
– Conversation with Dr. Chris Hudgins, Dean of UNLV 
College of Liberal Arts ““Northern Exposure, Dr. Joel Fleischman, 
and Jonah”; Minchah/Yizkor/Neilah, ap. 4:00 Following the break-
the-fast, some congregants may wish to have dinner together at the Texas 
Station restaurant; please make your reservations prior to services with Doris. 
 
Thursday, September 23 – Sukkot Open House Dessert in 
the Rabbi’s Sukkah-‘Do drop in –6:30 – 8:00 (RSVP to 436-4900 or 
gkmintz@aol.com) 
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E-Mechila: You'll be 
Virtually Forgiven 
YEHUPITSVILLE, NEW JERSEY (A suburb of 
Teaneck) — [TheKnish.com] This past High 
Holiday season, Rabbi Zundel Shickdrek did the 
same thing as many other Jews - he spent the 
holidays looking at himself and trying to improve 
his interpersonal skills and mend his relationships 
with other people. He realized that while he went 
around asking for mechila (forgiveness) from the 
people in his life, there was one group of people 
that he had left out - the people on his e-mail 
forwards list.  
     "Gevalt!, I thought to myself," recalls Rabbi 
Shickdrek. "There were so many people to ask for 
mechila, I didn't know where to start!" So Rabbi 
Shickdrek got together with his friend, Rabbi Dov 
Bohner, and wrote a special Mechila for sending 
forwards. "We all do Tefilat Zakah and Hatarat 
Nedarim every year, why not Mechilat e-Doar?" 
said Rabbi Bohner. The prayer, which should be 
sent - of course - via e-mail, was a hit. As Rabbi 
Bohner recalls, "Within five minutes of sending it, it 
was re-forwarded to me by ten other people, three 
of whom I didn't really know!" It was so successful 
that they were receiving e-mails to write similar 
missives and prayers for people who are in 
desperate need of special supplements or 
enhancements, as well as for tefilot for parnasah 
for people as far away as Nigeria (they have a 
small, but wealthy Jewish community which 
unfortunately needs some money to get the banks 
to open up their accounts).  
     Seeing the success of their campaign, Rabbis 
Bohner and Shickdrek, decided to spread the word 
by asking TheKnish.com to publish their mechila 
for them. We're hard up for articles, so the entire 
text of the mechila appears below. Please do your 
best to forward this around to your friends.  
Introduction by the authors:  
     During this High Holiday season, many Jews of 
all backgrounds around the world take the time to 
reflect on the previous year and seek to improve 
themselves. Amongst the pious it is customary to 
ask your loved ones for mechila (forgiveness) for 
anything you might have done to wrong them, and 
as an opportunity to make amends. We call our 
brothers, sisters, parents, grandparents, 
neighbors, ex-boy/girlfriends, that 5th grade 
teacher, and the skinny geeks and fat kids from 
high school that we used to abuse. But one such 

constituent group is being neglected - the random 
people on our e-mail forwards list. Each one of us 
is a spammer (C"V) to some degree, but very few 
of us are asking for mechila from those people on 
our list. Even worse, we send out meaningless 
spam e-mails to those people right before Rosh 
Hashana with Flash videos of dogs blowing the 
Shofar and kitschy subject lines like Sho-Far Sho-
Good, and curt instant messages like -ru mochel? 
plz b my bff again? l8rz! - lacking even the 
slightest bit of sincerity.  
     Since we are just as bad as the rest of you, we 
decided to prepare the following sincere apology 
letter, and share it with you, so that you can 
forward this to your lists and likewise be forgiven. 
This will definitely work, since we know that many 
of you will forward it without reading it, and even 
then you will appear to be sincere. As an added 
bonus, the more people you forward this to, Bill 
Gates will donate $0.01 for each to allow us to 
create public-funded Yeshivot!  
     In any case, please forward this to everyone on 
your list, and don't worry if you send it back to us 
multiple times, because we're already sending 
your e-mail to the spam filter!  
Rabbi Zundel Shickdrek and Rabbi Dov Bohner - 
the National Committee for E-mail Forwarding 
Mechila  
Body of the tefilah:  
Tefilat E-Doar - A mechila prayer for E-mail 
Forwarders:  
 
Dear (circle one:) Friend/Relative/Colleague at 
work/Shul list recipient/Some random person 
who doesn't really know me, but who's e-mail 
address I've poached off of someone else's 
forwards.  
     The High Holidays are upon us, and in the spirit 
of the season I want to ask for your forgiveness for 
all of those times I filled your inbox with jokes, 
hoaxes, funny pictures, chain letters, divrei Torah 
from dubious sources and other useless spam. 
Whether it was something I read and enjoyed, or 
something that I didn't bother to read through, but 
thought to send it anyway. Whether it was 
something that I simply forwarded for the sake of 
passing it on, or because it was a hoax about a 
computer virus and I wanted to protect you, or 
whether it was about a public opinion poll about 
Israel on (CNN/FOXnews/MSNBC/NYTimes) that 
we desperately needed to win.  
     Whether I forwarded it specifically to you, or 
whether I forwarded it to my entire list. Whether 
you received it only from me, or whether you and I  
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cont. from page 22 
 
got it from the first person and then I forwarded it 
to you again because I was too lazy to compare 
the two lists.  
 
     Please forgive me for all of these time- and disk 
space-wasting bytes, these diversions from real 
work,(especially those that required you to do 
research to prove to me and everyone else on my 
list that they were, in fact, a hoax, so that they 
don't avoid shopping malls on Halloween, or send 
that guy from Nigeria $10K), and all that time you 
took to reply - a reply which probably either got 
completely ignored or caught in my junk mail 
folder.  
     Please forgive me for all of these, my Dear 
Friend/Relative/Colleague at work/Shul list 
recipient/Some random person who doesn't really 
know me, but who's e-mail address I've poached 
off of someone else's forwards, for my intention 
was not to offend you/get you in trouble with the 
boss/spread that virus, but to inform and entertain 
you between serious e-mails you get from your  
 

 
spouse, family, boss and Onlysimchas.com's 
select list of vendors.  
     If it is truly in your heart to forgive me, please 
tell your anti-spam program to stop banning my e-
mail address and stop blocking me on IM (and 
answer my Linked-In, Facebook, and MySpace 
friend requests, and download Plaxo too while you 
are at it).  
    And if by some odd chance that this gets caught 
in your inbox for one entire year, and you don't find 
it until next Rosh Hashanah, just keep it, read it 
again and forward it to five more friends.  
http://www.theknish.com/articles/e-mechila-
youll-be-virtually-forgiven/ 

Writer 

  Yonah Wolf helped Rabbi's Shickdrek and 
Bohner write the mechila above and tested against 
his own list of friends. He is the proud papa of 
three little Jewish boys, and blogs about them at 
http://www.paymykidstuition.com/.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

When I say good morning I mean to say: 
 

G--d 
O-ffers us His 
O-utstanding 
D-evotion to 
 
M-ake us 
O-bedient & 
R-eady for a 
N-ew day with Him. 
I-nspire others please, and 
N-ever forget 
G--d loves you! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Life is too short to wake up with regrets. So 

love the people who treat you right. Forget about 
the ones who don't. Believe everything happens 
for a reason.  

 
If you get a second chance, grab it with 

both hands. If it changes your life, let it. Nobody 
said life would be easy, they just promised it 
would be worth it.  
  
      Friends are like balloons;  
 once you let them go, you might not get them  
 back. Sometimes we get so busy with our own  
 lives and problems that we may not even notice  
 that we've let them fly away.  
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JRF UPDATES 

Conversion Bill in Israel 

Israeli Prime Minister Netenyahu has come out against bringing the Rotem conversion bill to the 
Knesset this session. While there is no absolute certainty the bill will not return in some form in 
the future, we wanted to express gratitude to all of you who sent e-mails, faxes, or made calls to 
lobby against this divisive bill. Working together with the Conservative and Reform movements, 
North American Federations, and as members of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, along 
with so many progressive Jewish organizations, we made our voices heard. 

 For more information about JRF's statements and positions on Israel, please visit  
http://jrf.org/israel/statement-and-resources 

 
2010 JRF Convention 

 

 
 
The 43rd Biennial Convention of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation is November 11-14, 
2010 in Newport Beach, California. The overall theme of the Convention is “California Dreaming: 
Visioning Our Jewish Future.”  
 
We are eager to ensure that our community is well-represented by both members and 
professional staff. The JRF Convention is an opportunity for us to experience the cutting-edge of 
Reconstructionist thought and practice and to directly influence the future of the movement. 
 
JRF Conventions are defined by stimulating speakers, moving presentations, engaging 
workshops, inspiring services, and incredible overall Reconstructionist ruach (spirit). The 
Convention offers programming for those interested in every aspect of Reconstructionist 
congregational life and contemporary Jewish life in general.  
 
This year’s featured speakers include: 

• Jane Eisner, Editor of The Forward  

• Erwin Chemerinsky, Constitutional scholar and Dean of UC Irvine Law School  

• Jeremy Ben-Ami, Executive Director of J-Street  

• Rabbi Steve Gutow, Executive Director of the Jewish Public Affairs Council  A panel of 
prominent Hollywood producers, writers and directors in a discussion titled “Living Your 
Values in Hollywood, If You Can Do It Here, You Can (Probably) Do It Anywhere”        24 
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The 50+ workshop sessions will be appropriate for members of Reconstructionist communities 
with all different levels of engagement and knowledge. Prayer services will be led by a wide array 
of dynamic rabbis and cantors from congregations across North America. There will be a musical 
celebration by Harmoniyah: The Reconstructionist Music Network, Friday evening, and a Julie 
Silver concert Saturday night.  

The Convention will take place against the lovely backdrop of Newport Beach, California, and 
most of the programming will be at the Hyatt Regency hotel. In between thought-provoking 
speakers and educational workshops, you are welcome to enjoy a swim in one of the hotel’s 
three pools, take in a massage at the hotel spa, or stroll along the nearby beach. 

To register or get the latest updates about the JRF Convention, please visit 
www.jrf.org/convention. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
 

The JRF 2012 Convention will be held November 8-11, 2012. More details to follow. In the 
meantime, we look forward to seeing you at the 2010 Convention, which will take place 
November 11-14, 2010 in Newport Beach, California. For more information about the 2010 
Convention, please visit www.jrf.org/convention.  
 
 
 

 
JRF SUPPORT OF IMMIGRATION REFORM INITIATIVES 

JRF Supports Immigration Reform 
 

The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation continues to work with a coalition of Jewish and 
interfaith organizations towards comprehensive reform of the immigration system in the United 
States. Our key partner in this endeavor is HIAS (The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society). For more 
information, please visit http://jrf.org/Immigration.  
 

 
 

Congratulations High School Seniors! 
 
Stay Connected with Other Reconstructionist College Students and Your 
Congregations. 
  
Send your name, e-mail address, congregation, college you attend or plan on 
attending and the year you’ll graduate to college@jrf.org  
We’re creating a network of information so that your congregation, your Hillel

and your friends
, 

 can reach you. 
Hannah Heyman, our new intern, is collecting information for this effort!  
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CELEBRATED JEWISH PERFORMER COMING TO JRF CONVENTION.  WE'RE SO 
CLOSE...LET'S GO, TOO! 

  

  

Celebrated Jewish Performer Julie Silver 
Julie Silver is one of the most celebrated and beloved performers in the world of contemporary Jewish 
music today. She tours throughout the world, and has been engaging audiences with her lyrical guitar 
playing, her dynamic stage presence, and her megawatt smile for nearly twenty years.   
Julie, who is a member of Kehillat Israel Reconstructionist Congregation, will perform a concert on 
Saturday night, November 13 as part of the JRF Convention.  
Although Julie resides in Southern California, her roots are deep in New England. She was raised in 
Newton, Massachusetts and by the time she was 18, she was leading raucous song sessions 
throughout the Reform Jewish movement and playing coffeehouses in and around Boston.  Eventually, 
Julie would become one of the most sought after song leaders in the country. She graduated from 
Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts and was selected by her senior class to deliver the 
commencement address and sing an original song at Graduation in May, 1988.  It was her first 

audience of thousands—the first of many. 
 
Who else is coming to Convention?  
Named one of the "Top 20 Legal Thinkers" by Legal Affairs Magazine, Erwin Chemerinsky is widely held as 
an expert on American Constitutional law as well as a dynamic and thought-provoking speaker. Luckily for 
JRF, Mr. Chemerinsky is also a member of University Synagogue, the Reconstructionist congregation in 
Irvine, California. He will be featured this November during the JRF Convention's Erev Shabbat (Friday 
night) services.   
 

Convention Basics 
When: November 11-14, 2010                                                Workshops, Speakers 
Where: The Hyatt Regency in Newport Beach, California 
Website:  http//jrf.org/convention 
Read more about Julie Silver on the JRF Convention website, Check out Julie Silver's website,  

Listen to Julie Silver songs on iTunes  
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A BAT MITZVAH’S MITZVAH 
 
(ed. note:  The following letter was received along with a generous check from Molly 
Mintz, granddaughter of Rabbi Mintz.  Please take notice of the love with which it was 
written”) 

 
Sophie and Molly Mintz 

 
 “Last summer my sister Sophie and I flew to Las Vegas alone. 
It was her first time going on a plane alone and my second. We were 
very excited to be with our Savta (Grandma) for a whole week. During 
that week Sophie and I enjoyed swimming in the pool, going out to 
dinner, shopping, but most of all, being with Savta. Friday 
night came. To be honest I have never really enjoyed services, and 
kind of that them boring, but I quickly learned that services with the 
congregation of Valley Outreach Synagogue-P’nai Tikvah were 
anything but a bore!  From the music and the laughter to the dancing 
and praying, I had a wonderful time. The next night, Savta asked to 
write or draw something for the synagogue newsletter. Included in my 
piece of writing was a promise. I was going to give back to the 
warm and welcoming community that helped Sophie and me enjoy 
are trip that much more. This year, I became a Bat Mitzvah. In honor 
of it, of Savta, and of all of the community that embraced Sophie and 
me in such a prayer filled hug, I have donated a portion of my Bat 
Mitzvah money to the Valley Outreach Synagogue-P’nai Tikvah in 
order to help the congregation purchase a new Torah. Thank you for 
all that you have done to make my life as well as my sister's, a better, 
prayer filled, joyous, musical, warm and loving life.” 
 
Yours truly, 
Molly Leah Mintz, Age 13 
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YAHRZEITS  
FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

If we could have a lifetime wish, 
A dream that would come true, 
We’d pray to G-d with all our hearts,  
For yesterday and you! 
A thousand words 
Can’t bring you back 
We know because we’ve tried, 
And neither will a million tears, 
We know, because we’ve cried. 
You left behind our broken hearts, 
And happy memories too; 
But we never wanted memories,  
We only wanted you. 
 
Abraham Ancman 
- Remembered by The Ancman Family 
Jeffrey Bernstein 
- Remembered by Harriet & Jerry Bernstein 
Ivy Falk 
- Remembered by Carol Bernstein 
Josephy Kanofsky 
- Remembered by Janet & Gene Kanofsky 
Ethel Labovitz 
- Remembered by Arn Labovitz 
Irwin Lieberman 
- Remembered by Marge Lieberman 
Mary Manzo 
- Remembred by Carrie Matt 
Tillie Ranch 
- Remembered by Gloria Granat 
Esther Shever 
- Remembered by Marge Lieberman 
 
Memorial plaques are available for your                   
consideration,  
To honor the departed,  
     To inspire the living.  
          To be remembered in the hearts of                                         
Those we leave behind is,  
     In a sense, to live forever.     

For further information, call the Synagogue office 
702 436-4900.                                                                                 

Mitzvah donations also appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 

With a heavy heart we share the news that our 
beloved Barbara Parker, wife of Harry Parker 
and dear friend and colleague of Barbara 
Holland, passed away Baruch Dayan HaEmet. 
 
Condolences. to Denise Olsen on the recent loss 
of her beloved mother.  May her memory be for a 
blessing 

 
 

KEVER AVOT 
v’IMAHOT :  A 
TIME TO 
REMEMBER 
On Sunday, 
September 12th, 
during the Ten 
Days of T’shuvah, 
King David 
Memorial Chapel 

and the Board of Rabbis of Southern 
Nevada will hold a brief memorial 
service honoring all our deceased loved 
ones.  Whether your loved ones are 
buried here or out-of-town, it is a time-
honored tradition to pay homage and, if 
possible, visit their graves during the 
Days of Awe.  Services will be held at 
10:30 a.m. at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
1500 North Las Vegas Boulevard; at 
1:00 p.m. at the King David Memorial 
Chapel and Cemetery/Palm Mortuary 
and Memorial Park at the King David 
Chapel on  2697 East Eldorado Lane; 
and at 1:00 p.m. at Palm Mortuary and 
Memorial Park—Northwest at 6701 
North Jones Boulevard.  Rabbi Mintz 
will be co-facilitating the service at the 
North Jones Boulevard location.  
Several rabbis and cantors will be at 
each location, and King David is 
graciously donating a Yahrtzeit candle 
for each family attending and will also 
provide smooth stones for placement on 
the graves.   
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