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CONGREGATION CELEBRATES PASSOVER 
WITH SECOND NIGHT SEDER 
Join the congregation and new friends at the beautiful Third Harvest Food 
Bank for a fabulous home-grown seder, Tuesday evening, March 30th.  
Contact Denise Turner for food assignment and get your reservations into 
the office by March 26th.  (See page 7 for details.) 
 

VALLEY OUTREACH SYNAGOGUE-P’NAI TIKVAH 
WELCOMES JONATHAN FRIEDMANN FRIDAY 
EVENING, APRIL 2ND  
We will welcome back Jonathan Friedmann at our services, Friday 
evening, April 2nd, as he takes on the position of cantorial soloist at VOS-
PT.  Already a fixture in Las Vegas, as cantorial soloist at Bet Knesset 
BaMidbar in Sun City, Summerlin, Jonathan will extend his considerable 
talents to help VOS-PT enhance its prayer services and music program for 
adults and youngsters alike.  With thanks to the DeLee family for 
sponsoring the Oneg Shabbat in Jonathan’s honor, the entire congregation 
looks forward to being inspired by Jonathan’s smooth baritone voice.  We 
will officially install Jonathan the first Shabbat in June, following his 
ordination from the Academy of Jewish Religion as Cantor/Chazzan.  
(Circle May 31  and consider caravanning to Los st Angeles or hiring a bus 
to attend this moving and meaningfu l ceremony, to be held at the Stephen 
Wise Synagogue.) 
 
TOT SHABBAT, April 2nd at 6:30! 
Torah Study, April 3rd at 10:00 a.m. (Rabbi’s home)- discover the deeper 
message of Shir HaShirim; beneath the romance and enticing language is 
the reason why this piece of poetry is part of the TaNaKh.  (No bagels this 
Shabbat, but a Pesachdikke brunch.) 
 
SERVICES APRIL 16th  
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz, Cantorial Soloist Jonathan Friedmann, and 
accompanist, Marek Rachelski will le

valleyoutreachsynagogue.com 
Web Site: 
valleyoutreachlv@aol.com 

ad us in song and prayer as we 
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Valley Outreach Synagogue will worship on April 2nd, 7:30 PM at 5555 South Redwood                       

remember the State of Israel, in anticipation of Yom HaAtzmaut.  Larry 
and Carol Bernstein will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat in honor of their new 
grand-twins Adele and A Roth. 
 
Torah Study, April 17th at 10:00 a.m. (Rabbi’s home) Brunch and study– 
Par’shat Tazria-Metzora 

 

Street and April 16th, 7:30 at 5555 South Redwood Street 



Rabbi’s Message 
Chevreh: 
     The late Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach 
used to say before every Pesach:  “It is 

possible to sit at your seder table, in your spotless 
– chametz free home, with a heart full of 
chametz.” 
     We end March and begin April with Passover, 
the holiday when Jewish homemakers all over the 
world do a thorough Spring cleaning and get rid 
of the chametz, which we normally think of as 
leavened goods---bread crumbs, etc. 
     Cleaning for Pesach is a tradition that has 
lasted.  There’s something about Spring cleaning 
that makes us feel renewed and refreshed.  And 
that figures, as one of the four names for Passover 
is Chag He-Aviv, the Springtime holiday.  
Springtime, with its sense of rebirth perfectly 
connects with the holiday marking the birth of us 
as a nation.  Our exodus from Mitzrayim (whether 
we translate that as Egypt or our individual 
narrow places) provided the national liberation to 
help us self-transform into a cohesive people.  So 
another name for Passover is Z’man Cheiruteinu, 
the season of our liberation.  Of course the use of 
Matzot would explain the third name for Passover, 
Chag HaMatzot, and the Pascal Lamb (Pesach) 
explains the term Chag HaPesach. 
     It is interesting to note how important this 
home-based holiday has remained throughout the 
years.  We gather together with family and friends 
to retell the story of our people, to sing, and, yes, 
to eat, and, if we’re lucky, to discuss the 
intriguing aspects of the Seder.  We are 
encouraged to ask questions and, again, if we’re 
lucky, we can find new insights into our past and 
into our future. 
     The four questions are generally asked by the 
youngsters, but I would encourage you to be 
creative.  If there are foreign speakers at your 
table, ask them to ask the questions in their native 
tongue.  There’s a great new book, a kind of 
modern-day Rosetta stone—that is called “300 
Ways to Ask the Four Questions,” and it may be 
the largest compendium of languages for anything 
connected to Passover.   
     I encourage you to share melodies for old 
standards and invent new songs to tell the story. 
     I encourage you to interpret the Maggid 
section (the story part of the Haggadah) by being 
creative.  Las Vegas, with its Luxor pyramid and 
great hilly desert surroundings is a perfect 
physical setting for getting up from the table and  
“trekking” through the wilderness.  
(Unforgettable.)  Afterall, we are reminded 
 

 “L’har’ot k’ilu…”  to make ourselves appear as if 
we were being released from Mitzrayim.   
     It is important to constantly reconstruct our 
Judaism as we as a people and we as individuals 
grow.  Involving newcomers and those who may 
have given up on a Judaism that had become 
stultified to them is a great mitzvah as we self-
transform into a sacred community enriched by 
the renewal movement, the feminist innovations, 
and the eco-spiritual commitments of the 
changing paradigm in which we are living. 
     Occasionally I get requests for good books to 
feed our spiritual/theological openings, so here are 
some suggestions, that my colleague Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow recently listed:  Rabbi Zalman Schachter 
Shalomi's Paradigm Shift and First Steps to a 
New Jewish Spirit; ; Art Green's Ehyeh; Judith 
Plaskow's Standing Again at Sinai; Larry 
Kushner's Honey from the Rock:  Rachel Adler’s 
Engendering Judaism; Jay Michaelson's 
Everything Is God: The Radical Path of Nondual 
Judaism; Shefa Gold's Torah Journeys;  David 
Cooper's God is a Verb;   A .J Heschel’s Moral 
Grandeur & Spiritual Audacity (ed. by Susannah 
Heschel);  Michael Lerner’s Jewish Renewal; and 
Waskow’s Godwrestling -- Round 2. 
     And for celebrations and daily practice 
 Heschel's The Sabbath; my own Seasons of Our 
Joy and Down-to-Earth Judaism: Food, Money, 
Sex, & the Rest of Life;  on the life –spiral, by 
Phyllis Berman and Arthur Waskow, A Time for 
Every Purpose under Heaven; Marcia Prager's 
 The Path of Blessing; and Marcia Falk's The 
Book of Blessings.  
     While these works incorporate the wisdom of 
biblical, rabbinic, kabbalistic, and hassidic 
Judaism , they also awaken, excite, and incite life-
energy for Jews and for a  Judaism of the next 
generation. 
     So, just as chametz refers to the stuff that 
makes our breads rise, chametz has an additional 
connotation, it refers to that which puffs us up 
into complacency…or worse.  We owe it to 
ourselves to educate ourselves to that which can 
enrich our souls.  We need to liberate ourselves 
from our narrow places, our personal Mitzrayim, 
and liberate ourselves to be able to work towards 
fulfilling our potential as individuals and as a 
community.  So when we physically clear out our 
kitchens, between the sofa cushions, inside our 
pockets, under the bed, let’s also try to become 
cognizant of the chametz in our spiritual lives, and 
get rid of it!!.  Happy Pesach…Happy Spring 
Cleaning….and happy Zman Cheiruteinu!                          

       Rabbi Mintz    2
   



                                                            

                                                              
               UPDATE SECTION 

 
FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS COOKBOOK 
Phyllis and Stan Zuckerman have only a few of 
these outstanding books available. $36.00 each.  
These books benefit VOS and Israel’s Soup Kitchen 
for feed the hungry. For more information contact 
the Zuckermans’ at 617-0585. 
  
Hand-made Scrubbies are available before 
services, still only a dollar each. Long lasting, these 
pot-scrubbers are lovingly made by Lynn Pistezner 
 
General Mills “Box Tops for Education” are easy 
to collect and will add up to extra funds for our 
Jewlicious Learning program.  They’re on Kleenex 
boxes, all General Mills cereal boxes, and a number 
of other items commonly found throughout the 
house.  Please bring them in to services and give 
them to Fundraising Chairperson, Marlene 
Silverman.  
 
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors - $100.00 and we’ll 
prepare and serve the oneg.  Please contact the 
office at 436-4900 to offer sponsorship in honor of 
a birthday, anniversary, getting a job, getting good 
grades…whatever you wish to celebrate!  Or 
sponsor an oneg in memory of a loved one.  
Sponsors are still needed for On’gai Shabbat  
April 2 and 16, June 4.   We really appreciate all 
those who have already called to reserve their days.  
Todah rabbah/thank you very much 
               
NEWSLETTER ADS:  If you are interested in 
placing an ad in the Newsletter, you are welcome to 
send the ad to grandmadavida@yahoo.com.   The 
costs are $25 for 1/4 page, $50 for 1/2 page, and 
$100 for a full page.  Placement of ad is subject to 
approval by Newsletter editor 

 
 
 

                    Treasures on the WEB 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/http://www.youtu
be.com/watch?v=GF9wo9sVn2c  
http://autos.msn.com/everyday/gasstations.aspx?zip
=&src=Netx  (zip code gas prices) 
http://snopes.com/ 
Gaucher’s Disease www.genzyme.com 
Goodsearch.com  
http://www.theanimalrescuesite.com/  

Web Searches on www.Goodsearch.com will 
bring in a penny per search.  Simply go to the 
site, insert Valley Outreach Synagogue-P’nai 
Tikvah as your beneficiary and we earn a penny 
for each legitimate search you do.  We’re almost 
up to $20 and, if everyone uses this search 
engine, we can easily earn hundreds of much 
needed dollars. 
 
Mitzvah Envelopes: 
Mitzvah envelopes are given out at services with the 
hope that they will be filled out and returned with a 
donation for the congregation. Honoring or 
remembering loved ones, giving tzedakah for a 
MiShebeirach, simply being thankful for 
meaningful services, and any other reason you can 
think of helps the congregation’s sustainablilty.   
 
VOLUNTEERISM ABOUNDS AT VOS 
VOS Catering Committee - Volunteers needed to 
assist our Chairpersons:  Phyllis and Stan 
Zuckerman and Lynn and David Pisetzner.  
Volunteers: Marlene Silverman, Sandy 
Schiffman and Barbara and Howard Parker.  
Homes are always needed for the various activities 
and meetings of our congregation 
Offer a Personal prayer – If you’d like to write 
your own, please do so.  If you would  
like to see it published in the newsletter, email it to 
grandmadavida@yahoo.com   
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The Jewlicious Learning Calendar is as 
follows: 
Chalutzim and Solelim:  April 5, 12, 19, 26; May 
3, 10, 17; End-of year  
 
JEWLICIOUS LEARNING 
 

 
(l to r:  front row – Jacob Turner, Billy Matt, back 
row:  Gaia Steinberg, Samantha Turner, Sydney 
Rosenblatt, Charlie Greenberg, Carmelo Barefield 
and Yahm Steinberg) 
 
Placemats, matza covers, Four 
Questions, Ha Lachma 
Anya…learning about Pesach so we 
can all enjoy it with meaning has 
been the curriculum this month in 
Jewlicious Learning.  Both groups 
have been very busy and as the 
Spring term begins will be adding to 
their Hebrew knowledge, increasing 
their understanding of the Passover 
holiday, the counting of the Omer, 
Lag B’Omer, and Shavuot.  Our older 
youngsters will be learning more 
liturgy and the younger kids are 
polishing their aleph-bet skills and 
learning the Sh’ma and V’Ahavta.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Rosh Chodesh 
     A group of very relaxed ladies floated out of our 
Women’s Rosh Chodesh get-together in March, 
after an evening of delightful yoga.  Anne Schadler, 
a marvelous instructor brought to us by Ellen 
Royer, led us through a series of yoga moves that 
soothed, stretched, and relaxed.  Anne followed up 
on Rabbi’s introduction of the various attributes of 
the new month of Nisan, even thoughtfully bringing 
a beautiful setting for the Shma for one of our 
postures.   
     Rabbi Mintz hosted the evening, removing all 
the furniture in her family room, so we’d have 
carpeted space to spread out our yoga mats and 
blankets.  Although Shepsi and Shayna, her German 
Shepherd side-kicks, insisted on flanking and 
licking her, deftly preventing her from fully 
experiencing a good part of the evening, everyone, 
Rabbi included, thoroughly enjoyed the evening.  
Many of us felt inspired to resume exercise 
programs the following day, so, all-in-all, it was an 
inspirational evening. 
     The next get-together for the Women’s Rosh 
Chodesh group will be on Sunday, April 18th, at the 
home of Marlene Silverman.  We will welcome the 
month of Iyyar and we will learn more about the 
Kabbalistic concept of the Sefirot within the context 
of the counting of the Omer.  Please RSVP to 
Marlene at 869-0190, by April 14th. 

Yom Ha'shoa 
Holocaust Remembrance Day—

April 11th 2010 

Remember the six million 
(6,000,000) Jewish lives that 

were lost during the Holocaust. 

Citywide commemoration at 
7:00 p.m, at Temple Beth 
Sholom will feature guest 

speaker: 

Charles Krauthamer 
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THIS WAS WRITTEN IN 1968 (40 years ago) - Astonishing ! 
 
You probably won't remember the name Eric Hoffer.  He was a longshoreman who turned into a 
philosopher, wrote columns for newspapers and some books. He was a non-Jewish American social 
philosopher. He was born in 1902 and died in 1983, after writing nine books and winning the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. His first book, The True Believer, published in 1951, was widely 
recognized as a classic.  Here is one of his columns *_from 1968_*. CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?  
This article was written 40 years ago!!! Some things never change.  
  

 
ISRAEL'S PECULIAR POSITION 
by Eric Hoffer (LA Times 5/26/68)  

 
The Jews are a peculiar people: things permitted to other nations are forbidden to the Jews. 

Other nations drive out thousands, even millions of people and there is no refugee problem. Russia 
did it, Poland and Czechoslovakia did it. Turkey threw out a million Greeks and Algeria a million 
Frenchman.  
        Indonesia threw out heaven knows how many Chinese and no one says a word about refugees. 
But in the case of Israel, the displaced Arabs have become eternal refugees. Everyone insists that 
Israel must take back every single one.  
        Arnold Toynbee calls the displacement of the Arabs an atrocity greater than any committed by 
the Nazis. Other nations when victorious on the battlefield dictate peace terms. But when Israel is 
victorious, it must sue for peace.  
        Everyone expects the Jews to be the only real Christians in this world. Other nations, when 
they are defeated, survive and recover but should Israel be defeated it would be destroyed. Had 
Nasser triumphed last June [1967], he would have wiped Israel off the map, and no one would have 
lifted a finger to save the Jews.  
        No commitment to the Jews by any government, including our own, is worth the paper it is 
written on. There is a cry of outrage all over the world when people die in Vietnam or when two 
Blacks are executed in Rhodesia. But, when Hitler slaughtered Jews no one remonstrated with him.  
The Swedes, who are ready to break off diplomatic relations with America because of what we do in 
Vietnam, did not let out a peep when Hitler was slaughtering Jews. They sent Hitler choice iron ore, 
and ball bearings, and serviced his troop trains to Norway.  
       The Jews are alone in the world. If Israel survives, it will be solely because of Jewish efforts. 
And Jewish resources. Yet at this moment, Israel is our only reliable and unconditional ally. We can 
rely more on Israel than Israel can rely on us. And one has only to imagine what would have 
happened last summer [1967] had the Arabs their Russian backers won the war, to realize how vital 
the survival of Israel is to America and the West in general.  
I have a premonition that will not leave me; as it goes with Israel so will it go with all of us. Should 
Israel perish, the Holocaust will be upon us all.           
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Address by PM  Netanyahu at the 65th  anniversary 
of the Liberation of  the Auschwitz Concentration 
Camp 
    As we  stand here to commemorate the past, we are  helping to build  a   
future of decency, truth and  hope for our two peoples and for all  mankind.    
27 January  2010 
      I want to thank the Government  of Poland for  the historic effort it is 
making to  commemorate the  greatest catastrophe that befell my  people and 
the greatest crime committed against  humanity. 
     We have gathered here, Poles and Jews, at the crossroads of  tragedy. 
     Our long shared history included tremendous cultural accomplishments  
and the lowest low humanity has experienced.     
     We were here. 
     We remember those who froze to death; if they did not freeze to death, they 
were executed  by gas, burned  in the ovens. 
     We remember also that one-third of the Righteous Gentiles, those who 
risked their lives and their children’s  lives and  those of their families in order 
to save others, were Poles. 
      We remember all this. 
      As we stand here to commemorate the past, we are helping to build a 
future of decency, truth and hope for our two peoples and for all mankind. 
     Now I will speak in Hebrew, the  reborn language of the people whom the 
Nazis sought to  exterminate. 
[Translation] 
     The voices of millions of my people gassed, burned and killed in a thousand 
different ways rise out of this  cursed ground.  In the final moment of their 
lives, many whispered or cried out the timeless words of our ancient people: 
       "Hear O Israel, the Lord is our G-d, the Lord is One." 
Perhaps a few used their final breath to chant another age-old prayer:   
          "Remember what  Amalek did to you. Never forget!" 
To those who were murdered here, and to those who survived the destruction, 
       I come from Jerusalem today with this promise:  We will never forget! 
       We will never permit those who desecrated this monument to death 
to distort or wipe away your memory. 
       We will always remember what Amalek’s Nazi heirs did to you. 
       We  will be prepared to defend  ourselves when  a new Amalek appears on 
the stage of history and threatens  again to annihilate the  Jews. 
      We will not delude ourselves into believing that the threats, vilifications     
and Holocaust denials are merely empty words. 
     We will never forget.  
      We will always be vigilant. 
     The Holocaust author, K. Zetnick, in his testimony at the Eichman trial,      
called the death camps "another planet". 
But the horrors of the Holocaust occurred not in a far away world but right here 
on earth. 
     It was not the work of beastly animals but of beastly men, of loathsome and 
despicable murderers. 
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cont. from page  18 
 
     The most important lesson of the Holocaust is that  a murderous evil must 
be stopped  early, when  it is still in its infancy and before  it can carry out its 
designs.   
     The enlightened nations of the world must learn this lesson. 
     We, the Jewish nation, who lost a third of our people on Europe's blood-
soaked soil, have learned that the only guarantee for defending our people is a 
strong State of Israel and the army of Israel. 
     We have learned to warn the nations of the world of approaching danger 
but at the same time to prepare to defend ourselves. 
     As the head of the Jewish state, I pledge to you today:    We will never again 
permit evil to snuff out the life of our people and the life of our own country. 
     I came here today from Jerusalem to say to those who perished here:  The 
people of Israel live!  I suspect that the original is 'am  yisrael chai,' of which a 
better translation would be "The  People of Israel lives.'' 
     We have returned to our homeland, to the land of our fathers, to our capital 
Jerusalem. 
     We have come from every corner of the earth - Holocaust survivors and 
Jewish refugees from Arab lands, Jews from the Soviet Union and Ethiopia, 
Poland and Yemen, Romania and Iraq, France and Morocco, Jews from seventy 
lands and five continents.  Some who came almost didn’t make  it.       
     Barracks #16 at the Birkenau death camp, a few meters from here, housed a 
17-year old Jewish youth who suffered from the 80 lashes he received in the 
Ghetto from his Nazi tormenters.  No one believed the boy would  live, but  he 
survived and escaped from the  camp. 
      With the victory over the Nazis 65 years ago, he immigrated to Israel.    
Fifteen years later, he was the Israeli police officer guarding Adolph Eichmann 
when the Jewish state brought the Nazi henchmen to justice. 
That young man is Michael Goldman. 
With his wife Eva, he raised a  family in Israel, and they have five children    
and nine grandchildren.  
     Michael is with us here today - a witness to the Holocaust, a witness to 
the redemption. 
The Jewish people rose from ashes and destruction, from a terrible pain that 
can never be healed. 
     Armed with the Jewish spirit, the justice of man, and the vision of the 
prophets, we sprouted new branches and grew deep  roots. 
     Dry bones became covered with flesh, a spirit filled them, and they lived and 
stood on their own feet. 
As Ezekiel prophesized:  "Then He said unto me: These bones  are the whole 
House of Israel.  They say, 'Our bones are dried up, our hope is gone; we  are 
doomed.'  Prophecy, therefore, and say to them:  Thus said the Lord G-d: I am 
going to open your graves and lift you out of your graves, O My people, 
and bring you to the land of  Israel."  
     I stand here today on the ground  where so many of my people perished - 
and I am not alone.  The State of Israel and all the Jewish people stand with 
me.  We bow our heads to honor your memory and lift our heads as we raise 
our flag, a flag of blue and white with a Star of David in its center. 
And everyone sees. And everyone  hears. 
And everyone knows - that our hope is not lost. 
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The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation is excited to announce that this year, for 
the first time, we are holding an online auction to raise much needed funds for our 
movement-wide work. As you probably know, charitable auctions are both productive 
and fun because they allow participants to buy a variety of attractive goods and 
services, often at relatively bargain prices, while at the same time making a 
contribution to a worthy cause, all in an atmosphere of friendly competition.   

 

 
 
 
 

We need your help in launching the auction! 
 
 
How You Can Help: 
 
Please Donate. 
 
We need items to add to our online auction. If you have interesting merchandise, collectibles, business 
or personal services or access to unique events, or if you can offer a stay in a home in an attractive 
vacation area, we need your contribution today.  
 
Subject to some specific exceptions and limitations, item donations are generally tax deductible. 
 
Please Tell Your Friends. 
 
Do you know someone who would be interested in supporting our organization? Please share the news 
of the online auction with your friends so they can be part of the excitement. Refer friends to our auction 
so they can get involved. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support! We look forward to your item donations and, when the auction 
begins, your online bids! 
 

 

The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation  
101 Greenwood Ave. Suite 430 Jenkintown, PA 19046  

Phone: (215) 885-5601 
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YAHRZEITS  
FOR APRIL 
 

Words of wisdom to ponder.......... 
     As we grow up, we learn that even the one 
person that wasn't supposed to ever let you down 
probably will.  

Words of wisdom to ponder.......... 
     As we grow up, we learn that even the one 
person that wasn't supposed to ever let you down 
probably will.  
You will have your heart broken probably more 
than once and it's harder every time. You'll break 
hearts too, so, remember how it felt when yours 
was broken.  
You'll fight with your best friend.  

You will have your heart broken probably more 
than once and it's harder every time. You'll break 
hearts too, so, remember how it felt when yours 
was broken.  
You'll fight with your best friend.  
You'll blame a new love for things an old one did.   You'll blame a new love for things an old one did.   
You'll cry because time is passing too fast, and 
you'll eventually lose someone you love. 
So... take too many pictures, laugh too much, and 
love like you've never been hurt because every 
sixty seconds you spend upset is a minute of 
happiness you'll never get back. 

You'll cry because time is passing too fast, and 
you'll eventually lose someone you love. 
So... take too many pictures, laugh too much, and 
love like you've never been hurt because every 
sixty seconds you spend upset is a minute of 
happiness you'll never get back. 
  
David Bernstein David Bernstein 
- Remembered by Harriet & Jerry Bernstein - Remembered by Harriet & Jerry Bernstein 
Sheldon Elliott Sheldon Elliott 
- Remembered by Rachel Elliott - Remembered by Rachel Elliott 
Pearl Hewel Pearl Hewel 
- Remembered by Jackie Ackerman & family - Remembered by Jackie Ackerman & family 
Abraham Platt Abraham Platt 
- Remembered by Zandra Bender - Remembered by Zandra Bender 
Lee Burger Shilepsky Lee Burger Shilepsky 
- Remembered by Ann Brandt - Remembered by Ann Brandt 
Arnold Steinberg Arnold Steinberg 
- Remembered by Barbara Altman - Remembered by Barbara Altman 
Elmer Yavitz Elmer Yavitz 
- Remembered by David Yavitz - Remembered by David Yavitz 
  
Memorial plaques are available for your                   Memorial plaques are available for your                   
consideration,  
To honor the departed,  
     To inspire the living.  
          To be remembered in the hearts of                                         
Those we leave behind is,  
     In a sense, to live forever.     
For further information, call the                           
Synagogue office 702 436-4900.                                                                                 
Mitzvah donations also appreciated. 

 
       
 
 
 
 

Yes, Miky, There Are Rabbis in 
Montana 

By ERIC A. STERN 
  
     HELENA, Mont. - In Montana, a rabbi is an 
unusual sight. So when a Hasidic one walked 
into the State Capitol last December, with his 
long beard, black hat and long black coat, a 
police officer grabbed his bomb-sniffing German 
shepherd and went to ask the exotic visitor a few 
questions. 
  
     Though there are few Jews in Montana today, 
there once were many. In the late 19th century, 
there were thriving Jewish populations in the 
mining towns, where Jews emigrated to work as 
butchers, clothiers, jewelers, tailors and the like.  
  
     The city of Butte had kosher markets, a 
Jewish mayor, a B’nai B’rith lodge and three 
synagogues. Helena, the capital city, had Temple 
Emanu-El, built in 1891 with a seating capacity 
of 500. The elegant original facade still stands, 
but the building was sold and converted to 
offices in the 1930s, when the congregation had 
dwindled to almost nothing, the Jewish 
population having mostly assimilated or moved 
on to bigger cities.  
 
     There is a Jewish cemetery in Helena, too, 
with tombstones dating to 1866. But more Jews 
are buried in Helena than currently live here.  
  
     And yet, in a minor revival, Montana now has 
three rabbis, two in Bozeman and one 
(appropriately) in Whitefish. They were all at the 
Capitol on the first night of Hannukah last year 
to light a menorah in the ornate Capitol rotunda, 
amid 100-year-old murals depicting Sacajawea 
meeting Lewis and Clark, the Indians beating 
Custer, and the railway being built. The security 
officer and the dog followed the rabbi into the 
rotunda, to size him up. 
     Hanukkah has a special significance in 
Montana these days. In Billings in 1993, vandals 
broke windows in homes that were displaying 
menorahs. In a response organized by local  
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church leaders, more than 10,000 of the city’s 
residents and shopkeepers put make-shift 
menorahs in their own windows, to protect the 
city’s three dozen or so Jewish families. The 
vandalism stopped. 
  
     Lately, the only commotion about Hanukkah 
has been the annual haggling among the rabbis 
over who gets to light the menorah at the Capitol. 
(It has since been resolved - at this year’s 
lighting, on Dec.16, they will each light a candle; 
in the future they will take turns going first.)  
  
     Last year, the rabbinic debate resumed as the 
hour of lighting neared and 20 or so Jewish 
Montanans filed into the Capitol.  
  
     One woman could be heard reporting, 
excitedly, that a supermarket in Great Falls 
would be carrying matzo next Passover; a guy 
from Missoula was telling everyone that he had 
just gotten a shipment of pastrami from Katz’s 
Deli in New York.  
  
     The menorah was lighted and Hebrew prayers 
chanted, while the officer watched from a 
distance with his dog. He figured he would let it 
all go down and then move in when the 
ceremony was done. The dog sat at attention, 
watching the ceremony with a peculiar 
expression on its face, a look of intense interest. 
When the ceremony was over, the officer 
approached the Hasidic rabbi. 
  
    “I’m Officer John Fosket of the Helena 
Police,” he said. “This is Miky, our security dog. 
Do you mind if I ask you a few questions?”  
  
     Miky, pronounced Mikey, is in a Diaspora of 
his own. He was born in an animal shelter in 
Holland and shipped as a puppy to Israel, where 
he was trained by the Israeli Defense Forces to 
sniff out explosives. Then one day, Miky got a 
plane ticket to America. Rather than spend the 
standard $20,000 on a bomb dog, the Helena 
Police Department had shopped around and  
discovered that it could import a surplus bomb  
 
 
 

 
dog from the Israeli forces for the price of the 
flight. So Miky came to his new home in Helena, 
to join the police force.  
  
     The problem, the officer explained, was that 
Miky had been trained entirely in Hebrew.  
When Officer Fosket got Miky, he was handed a 
list of a dozen Hebrew commands and 
expressions, like “Hi’ sha’ er” (stay!), Ch’pess 
(search!), and “Kelev tov” (good doggy). He 
made flashcards and tried practicing with Miky. 
But poor Miky didn’t respond.  
 
     Officer Fosket (who is not Jewish) suspected 
he wasn’t pronouncing the words properly. He 
tried a Hebrew instructional audio-book from the 
local library, but no luck. The dog didn’t always 
understand what he was being ordered to do. Or 
maybe Miky was just using his owner’s bad 
pronunciation as an excuse to ignore him. Either 
way, the policeman needed a rabbi.  
  
     And now he had found one. They worked 
through a few pronunciations, and the rabbi, 
Chaim Bruk, is now on call to work with Miky 
and his owner as needed. Officer Fosket has 
since learned to pronounce the tricky Israeli “ch” 
sound, and Miky has become a new star on the 
police force. The two were even brought in by 
the Secret Service to work a recent presidential 
visit.  
  
     So all is well in the Jewish community here 
because the Hasidic rabbi is helping the Montana 
cop speak Hebrew to his dog. It is good news all 
around. The officer keeps the Capitol safe, and 
the Hebrew pooch is feeling more at home 
hearing his native tongue.  
 
     But the big winner is the rabbi, a recent 
arrival from Brooklyn who is working hard 
(against tough odds) to bring his Lubavitch 
movement to Montana. He has been scouring the 
state for anyone who can speak Hebrew, and is 
elated to have found a German shepherd he can 
talk to.  
  
Eric A. Stern lives in Helena, Mont., and is senior 
counselor to Gov. Brian Schweitzer.  
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Pesach                                    Yom Hashoah                                        Yom Ha’atzmaut                    

                                                                                                            
                         
 
 
  CALENDAR AT A GLANCE:   
  
Mar 29 Pesach/First Seder (No Classes this Week) 
Mar 30 Congregational Pesach Seder  
April  2 Shabbat Service/Tot Shabbat 
April  3 Torah Study 
April    5 Chalutzim and Solelim 
April  6 Conversational Hebrew 
April  7 Simchat Chochmah Cohort 
April 11 Yom Hashoah Holocaust Memorial Day 
April 12 Chalutzim and Solelim 
April 13 Conversational Hebrew 
April 14 Simchat Chochmah Cohort 
April 16 Shabbat Service 
April 17 Torah Study 
April 18 Women’s Rosh Chodesh 
April 18 Teen Torah Tribe 
April 19 Yom HaZikaron/Yom Ha’atzmaut Community Wide Celebration 
April 19 Chalutzim and Solelim 
April 20 Conversational Hebrew 
April 20 New!  Jewish, Alive & American I-1 
April 25 Community Wide Israel Independence Day Celebration 
April 26 Chalutzim and Solelim 
April 27 Conversational Hebrew 
April 27 Jewish, Alive & American I-2 
April 28 Simchat Chochmah Cohort 
 
 
 

Blessings for the Months of Nisan and Iyyar: Passover, the season of our liberation leads 
to the days of personal reflecting, refining and balancing represented by the sefirot as we 
“Count the Omer.”  May every day count for a blessing. 

 
 

Kol Kiruv, the newsletter of Valley Outreach Synagogue-P’nai Tikvah, is available on-line, at no cost, at 
www.valleyoutreachsynagogue.com.  If mailed, hard copy delivery is $36 annually.   Please notify us and remit payment 
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