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Happy secular New Year.  How lucky are 

we as American Jews!  We get to make 

(and hopefully keep) New Yearôs  

resolutions twice a year! 

 

Winter is officially here and we are in a 

month filled with the challenges of chilly 

weather and post-holiday economic  

realities.  In our mission to approach  

challenges with a face of hope and a heart

-filled with expectations, let us look for 

the good in everything and everyone.  The 

first letter of Tevet is tet which is also the 

first letter of tov, meaning ñgoodò.   

 

This is also the month in which we will get together for our Annual Meeting.  It will 

be an opportunity to review where weôve come from and plan where we can go in the 

future.  In addition to bagels and lox and lots of fun being together in a social setting, 

do plan to attend the Meeting, to be held at 11:30 a.m., at the JCC, 9001 Hillpointe in 

Summerlin. 

Tevet:  Meeting Challenges 

with a Face of Hope  

and a Heart  

Filled with Expectations 

           chopsticks & Challah  
 

Congregation Pônai Tikvah will worship on Shabbat, January 6th, at Kraft-Sussman 

Chapel, 3975 S. Durango, Suite 104, in Las Vegas.  Tot Shabbat will begin at 6:30 PM, 

with Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv services following at 7:30 PM.  The annual  

Chopsticks & Challah dinner and service will take place on Friday, January 20th at 

6:30 PM, at the UNLV Foundation Building.  Check this newsletter for further details. 

*ÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΤΡÔÈ ÁÔ ΨȡΥΡ 0- ÁÔ ÔÈÅ "ÌÁÓÃÏ %ÖÅÎÔ 
7ÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5.,6 &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÓ ×Å ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ  
3ÈÁÂÂÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓȟ +ÏÓÈÅÒ 
#ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÍÅÁÌ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ +ÁÂÂÁÌÁÔ 3ÈÁÂÂÁÔ ÁÎÄ -ÁÁÒÉÖ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢ  
3ÅÅ ÐÁÇÅ Φ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȢ  'ÕÎÇ (ÁÙ &ÁÔ #ÈÏÙȟ #ÈÅÖÒÅÈȦ 



Rabbiôs Message 

Dear Chevreh: 

 

As I write this, I am basking in the glow of the Chanukah lights and the incredible joy of having family 

with me.  What a treasured time this is. 

 

I marvel at my son and daughter-in-law and the wonderful parenting they do, nonstop:  Gently guiding 

their son and daughters, providing boundaries and time-outs when necessary, and encouraging  

independence and responsibility with humor and wisdom.  The first night, I gave the whole family 

warm, cozy footie-hoody pajamas and what a sight it was to see everyone dressed head to foot in red 

flannel with wintry penguins abounding!  What a joy it has been to have my son play the guitar as we 

sing Chanukah songs each night around the lit Chanukiah.   

 

What fun it has been playing word games, dominoes, and Dr. Mario with one another, taking the dogs 

for a walk, spending time alone with each of the grandchildren, speaking of Maccabees and freedom, 

baking challah, and frying latkesé.and singing ñSavta Songsò to them at bedtime. 

 

I know they must return to their home and life in Minnesota in a few days and I know I will miss them 

terribly, just as I miss my other three sons and eleven grandchildren; but this is the life many of us have 

either chosen or find ourselves in. 

 

Many of us are far away from family and old friends, and as the chill of winter descends upon us, this 

distance seems tougher to handle each year.  Yet the advent of Skype and other social media makes it 

easier to keep in touchéand we need to make every effort to keep in touch.  The dying art of letter 

writing is something to work on, as well; as letters are often cherished and kept.  Do write what is in 

your heart.  Tell your loved ones what is in your heart.  Let your family know what is important to you.  

Engage your kids and grands in an ongoing and continual dialogueé.and savor those precious  

moments that you have together. 

 

May G-d bless us with the ability to enjoy the times we are with family and make the in-between times 

worthwhile and meaningful, as well. 

 

LôShalom, 

 
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz 
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From Our Cantor ð 
 

New Yearôs Noise 

Dear Friends, 
 

Making noise to usher in the New Year is a  

nearly universal human phenomenon. To modern 

participants, this raucous practice may seem an 

outward expression of the exuberance felt as the 

New Year dawns. But its origins reveal something 

else entirely: the scaring off of evil spirits. At the 

root of clamorous New Yearôs customs is an  

ancient belief that in order to start the year with a 

clean slate, lingering negative energiesð

manifested in spirit formðmust be cast away. This 

is why the Chinese began lighting firecrackers, the 

Balinese started making loud clashing sounds, 

Swiss children commenced beating on kettles, and 

so on. A version of the ritual traveled to the United 

States, where few are aware of the supernatural 

underpinnings but most cheer and blow  

noisemakers at the stroke of midnight. And it is 

often overlooked that driving away evil forces was 

the shofarôs original purpose on Rosh Hashanah. 
 

The shofar (ramôs horn) is mentioned seventy-two 

times in the Hebrew Bible, more than any other 

musical instrument. These citations appear in an 

array of settings and circumstances. It was blown 

at the Mount Sinai revelation (Exod. 19:16), as 

Saul battled the Philistines (1 Sam. 13:3), when the 

Holy Ark was transferred to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 

6:15), at Solomonôs coronation (1 Kgs. 1:34), as a 

warning of war (Jer. 4:5), at thanksgiving rituals 

(Pss. 98:6)ðjust to list a few. 
 

As these diverse examples show, the shofar served 

both secular and sacred ends. The secular uses 

were practical: calling warriors to assemble,  

announcing state events, alerting the populace to 

impending disaster, etc. The sacred uses had a 

more magical quality. The inclusion of the shofarôs 

piercing tones at religious ceremonies and  

supernatural occurrences was not for human   

stimulation alone. The sound was meant to  

invoke the presence of God. 
 

Summoning deities with loud noises was a  

ritual common to many ancient religions. And 

when cacophonous shouts proved inadequate, 

people usually resorted to musical instruments. 

Most cultures used cymbals or drums to reach 

the necessary volume, but the Israelites  

employed deafening blasts of the shofarðan 

instrument resembling the shrieking cries of the 

human voice. 
 

The perceived link between the shofar and 

Godôs presence explains the instrumentôs role 

in chasing away evil spirits. In the Israelite  

conception, it was not the shofar itself that  

scattered vile forces, but the divine power it 

evoked. A similar phenomenon appears in 1 

Samuel 16:14, when King Saul is freed from a 

spirit possession by another deity-invoking  

instrument: Davidôs lyre. 
 

As the Jewish religion shifted from magical-

superstitious to a spiritual-symbolic, new  

reasons were conjured for blowing the shofar 

on Rosh Hashanah. Among other things, the 

horn is said to awaken the soul, signify  

repentance, proclaim Godôs sovereignty, and 

remind Jews to be faithful to the Torah. These  

interpretations are far removed from the days 

when evil spirits were frightened by blaring 

sounds. Yet, even as supernatural tones are 

hard to reconcile with our modern worldview, 

the archaic notion does have some resonance. 

Whether we see ourselves at odds with sinister 

spirits or battling undesirable impulses that lurk 

within us, we share a desire to subdue these 

negative forces and begin the New Year on  

solid footing. And, in almost all cultures, this 

positive start is heralded with noise. 

 

Best Wishes, 

           
 

Cantor Jonathan Friedmann 
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Note from the Rabbi:  Chevreh, Alan Gross is a member of a colleague of mine's synagogue in 
Washington, DC, and I know how hard his congregation has been working to get Mr. Gross 
released.  At this point, not only is he ill, having lost over 100 pounds since his incarceration, 
but both his mother and his daughter are now suffering from cancer.  You should know that our 
own Congresswoman Shelley Berkeley has called on Cuba to immediately release him and 
has publicly voiced serious concerns regarding Mr. Gross's arrest.  If you believe, as I do, that 
the arrest and detention of Alan Gross are unjust, please send a letter to Congresswoman 
Berkeley and President Obama.  We are taught, as Jews, to not stand idly by... 
 

Embargo Hampers Gross Freedom Talks 
Right-Wing Cuban Exiles Resist Direct Contact With Havana 

COURTESY OF GROSS FAMILY 

Set Him Free: Alan and Judy Gross smile during a vacation in Jerusalem. Heôs been held in a Cuban jail for two years, and a 
Cuban Jew says right-wing exile politics are preventing serious efforts to win his freedom. 

By Arturo Lopez-Levy 

Published December 06, 2011, issue of December 16, 2011. 

To understand the reason that Alan Gross, an American citizen, has been languishing in a Cuban jail for 

the past two years, it is instructive to listen to an exchange that took place recently at a hearing of the 

U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Rep. David Rivera (R-Fla.) demanded that Wendy Sherman, undersecretary of state for political affairs, 

reveal whether the United States has in any way tried to work with Havana to secure Grossôs release. He 

hoped we hadnôt. 

Rivera told her, ñIt is outrageous that we would be negotiating with a terrorist regime to release an 

American hostage.ò 

In principle, this policy is right: Nations should not give in to the demands of terrorists. But none of this 

has anything to do with Gross or with Cuba. 

Continued on Page 6 

Tikkun Olam  
Article reprinted from the Jewish Daily FORWARD 

http://forward.com/authors/arturo-lopez-levy/
http://forward.com/issues/2011-12-16/
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Riveraôs references to terrorism and to Gross as a hostage are a manipulation. Cubaôs presence on the 

list of state sponsors of terrorism is a sham. The last three State Department reports written to justify 

Cubaôs inclusion on the list read more like arguments for taking it off. The State Department has not 

recorded a single terrorist action sponsored by or promoted by Cuba in two decades. Even the govern-

ments of Spain and Colombia, the supposed targets of Cuban-sponsored terror, do not support Cubaôs 

inclusion on the list. 

Likewise, Gross was arrested in Cuba, not kidnapped. He was working under the auspices of the United 

States Agency for International Development under Section 109 of the Helms-Burton Act, an American 

law with the express objective of overthrowing the Cuban government, a law that has been condemned 

by the U.N, for violating Cuban sovereignty. Gross is not a hostage; he is a pawn, trapped because of 

our regime-change policy. If Washington were to negotiate with Cuba to achieve Grossôs freedom, there 

would be absolutely no risk that Cuba would then kidnap other Americans. Cuba is not like Hamas and 

Hezbollah, kidnapping Israeli citizens for the purpose of provoking negotiations. 
 

The Obama administration, by repeating publicly that the only option for achieving Grossôs freedom is 

for Cuba to release him ñunconditionally,ò has surrendered the political initiative to the Cuban-

American right. These anti-Castro forces have not had to come to terms with their own culpability in 

Grossôs ordeal. 
 

For Americans interested in a flexible policy of engagement toward Havana, Grossôs arrest was a tragic 

and familiar event in the long history of Washingtonôs war against Cuban sovereignty. We lament what 

has happened to Gross, but we know that, in many ways, American policy created the problem. 
 

There is no greater religious duty in the Jewish tradition, as expressed by Maimonides, than the release 

of prisoners. Gross, who was naive about going to Cuba under the USAID program and did not seek the 

informed consent of the Cuban-Jewish leadership for his activities, is a brother in faith, and a fellow citi-

zen. Americans of all religions, but particularly Jews, must rally behind his wife, telling Cuban and 

American politicians that they want Gross back home. Every Jewish mission traveling to Cuba should 

raise Grossôs case with the Cuban authorities. 
 

But a call for a humanitarian gesture should not be targeted only at Havana. Next spring, Cuba will be 

visited by Pope Benedict XVI; all the American communities of faith must reach out to the Vatican to 

ask for its mediation in seeking Grossôs release. The State Department should assume its responsibility 

for Grossôs imprisonment and openly present to the American public the dilemmas and possibilities for 

negotiations. The public has the right to learn the facts without sensationalist manipulations evoking 

fears of terrorism and kidnappings, neither of which has anything to do with this case. 
 

The choice of negotiating Grossôs release with the Cuban government should be discussed on its merits. 

Cuba has prisoners in the United States convicted and sentenced to lengthy terms, and the Cuban gov-

ernment wants them released, as well. If there are real obstacles to such a swap, the Obama administra-

tion should present them honestly to the American public and not confine the conversation to one with 

Cuban-American legislators. 
 

In the end, the question is whether to leave Gross rotting in a Cuban prison or to negotiate his release 

with the government that holds him. That decision requires an informed American public able to take a 

hard look at our governmentôs own responsibility in this affair. 
 

Arturo Lopez-Levy is an adjunct faculty member at the University of Denverôs Josef Korbel School of International 

Studies and the co-author of ñRaul Castro and the New Cuba: A Close Up View of Change.ò Until 2001 he was a 

member of the Cuban-Jewish community. 

Continued from Page 5 
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Newsletter 

 

 

Judah the Maccabee at West Point  

By Yoram Ettinger 
 

Published December 20, 2011 and submitted to Kol Kiruv by congregant and board member Barbara Holland 
 

The legacy of Hanukkah ð faith, patriotism, defiance of extreme odds and tenacity in battle of 
liberty against tyranny ð has underlined the American spirit since the early pilgrims, enhancing 
the unique foundation of the U.S.ð Israel covenant:  shared values. 
 
For instance, the statue of Judah the Maccabee, the hero of the Jewish rebellion against the 
Syrian-Seleucid Empire, is displayed at the West Point Military Academy, the most prestigious 
U.S. military academy, founded in 1802.  The statue of Judah the Maccabee, known for his 
principle-driven leadership and daring battle tactics, is displayed along with statues of Joshua, 
David, Alexander the Great, Julius Ceasar, Hector, King Arthur, Charlemagne and Godfrety of 
Bouillon ð ñthe Nine Worthies.ò 
 
George Washington became acquainted with the spirit of the Maccabees, upon settling, in  
December (Hanukkah) 1777, at his new headquarters at Valley Forge, Penn., with ill-equipped, 
weary troops.  Faced with a superpower, George III of Britain, Washington concluded that only 
a dramatic change could avoid defeat.  According to the diary entries of Louisa Hart, Washing-
ton told the Harts about a Jewish soldier at Valley Forge who lit a Hanukkah candle and  
explained its significance.  Washingtonôs reaction was:  ñPerhaps we are not as lost as our  
enemies would have us believe.  I rejoice in the Maccabeesô success, though it is long past é 
it pleases me to think that miracles still happen.ò  Six months later, on June 19, 1778, the  
Continental Army implemented the battle tactics of Judah the Maccabee, leaving Valley Forge 
in pursuit of the British, who were moving toward New York.  Although the war would linger for 
five more years, Washington won a decisive victory. 
 
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were inspired by the Maccabees,  
proposing ñRebellion against tyrants is obedience to Godò as the American official seal.  Just 
like the Founding Fathers, the Maccabees were a tiny minority of ñrebelsò - condemned by the 
ñloyalist/pragmatistò Jewish establishment ð rebelling against an oppressive superpower.  
They prevailed thanks to their conviction-driven determination.  They knew that swimming 
against the stream gets one closer to the source.  The Maccabees were a role model for Paul 
Revere, who was referred to as ña modern day Maccabeeò and the organizers of the Boston 
Tea Party, who realized that there were no free lunches for freedom-seeking nations. 
 
ñIn God We Trustò was inspired, also, by the Maccabeesô battle cry, which adopted Mosesô  
battle cry against the builders of the Golden Calf.  A literal translation of the battle cry is 
ñWhoever trusts God; join me!ò  The Maccabeesô sacrifice and lack of political correctness also 
inspired Patrick Henryôs ñGive me liberty or give me death!ò 
 
In 2011, Hanukkah is still a living experience in the U.S.  For example, the residents of Billings, 
Montana, celebrate Hanukkah in solidarity with the Jewish community of 40 families, and in 
protest of the 1993 vandals who broke the windows of Jewish homes that displayed Hanukkah 
menorahs.  In response, more than 10,000 of the cityôs residents put makeshift menorahs in 
their own windows.  They persist, annually, in this ritual. 

Reprinted from 

Continued on Page 8 
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Hanukkah and the Maccabees have become an integral part of the American way of life,  
culturally and politically.  Americans respect the legacy of the Maccabees, who fought the  
Syrian-Seleucid super-power, mostly, in the mountains of Judea and Samaria, in the Judean 
Desert and in Jerusalem.  Judah the Maccabeeôs own Valley Forge was at Beit El; his capital 
was Jerusalem; he scored dramatic victories in Beit Horon (over Seron), Hadashah (over 
Nicanor), Beit Zur (over Lysias) and Maôaleh Levona (over Apolonius); he was defeated at 
Elazar and killed at Baôal Hatzor ð all are located beyond the ñ1967 lines.ò 
 
The descendants of the Maccabees are not ñoccupiersò in the cradle of their own history.   
Hanukkah is not a holiday of ñoccupation,ò but a holiday of deliverance.  Hanukkah is a holiday 
which highlights the moral high ground of Jews in their ancestral homeland. 
 
Shimon the Maccabee ð who succeeded Judah and Yonatan the Maccabees ð articulated 
the Jewish territorial case when responding to an ultimatum by Antiochus, who demanded an 
end to the Jewish ñoccupationò of Jerusalem, Jaffa, Gaza, Gezer and Ekron:  ñWe have not 
occupied a foreign land; we have not ruled a foreign land; we have liberated the land of our 
forefathers from foreign occupation,ò Shimon said. 
 
Pressuring the Jewish state to withdraw from the mountain ridges of Judea and Samaria defies 
the American story.  Either you are with George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas  
Jefferson and other defenders of liberty, or you provide ð inadvertently ð a tailwind to the 
forces of tyranny. 
 
Yoram Ettinger is a consultant on USðIsrael relations, retired Minister for Congressional Affairs to Israelôs Embassy 
in Washington, DC and also served as Consul General of Israel to the Southwestern US.  Currently, Ettinger is a 
regular contributor to Israel Hayom newspaper and serves as the Chairman of Special Projects at the Ariel Center 
for Policy Research. 

A Letter From Shachar 

 
B"H 

Dear family and friends, 

 

Although I have been an Israeli for only four years (and am still an American), I have been an Israeli in 

my heart for most of my life.  I am so proud of the accomplishments that this tiny nation, about the size 

of New Jersey, has made in the mere 63 years of its modern existence.  Many of the most important  

inventions and discoveries in medicine and technology used by the entire world today were born in  

Israel.  Therefore, it baffles me that much of the world wants Israeli products boycotted and some even 

call for Israel's destruction.  How many other nations can claim 10 Nobel Prizes in such a short time as a 

nation?   

 

Just about everything in our daily lives is connected to Israel. If you own a cell phone (developed in  

Israel by Motorola) or your computer uses Windows NT operating systems like XP and Vista 

(developed by Microsoft Israel) or has Pentium MMX Chip or Centrino mobile technology (designed by 

Intel Israel) or use a Disk-On-Key which is also known as USB drive or stick (invented by an Israeli)

then you can thank Israelis. In fact, both Microsoft and Cisco built their only R&D facilities outside the 

US in Israel.  Voice Mail technology (SMS and voice mail systems) and AOL Instant Messenger were 

developed by young Israelis.  Other Israeli inventions include VOIP technology like SKYPE and Digital 

Voice, network firewall security software, system software, wireless computer chips, Wi-Fi, the first PC 

Continued on Page 9 
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anti-virus program, and the first camera chip used in cell phones.  Also, two Israeli researchers created 

the algorithm used to compress computer files to zip files.  But what else can be expected when Israel 

leads the world in the number of scientists and technicians in the workforce and has the most High-Tech 

industries per population?  But although Israel has the highest percentage in the world of home comput-

ers per capita and much of computer technology comes from Israel, the cost of a computer in Israel is 

about twice that in the US!!! 

 

If you have ever had a CT scan or MRI, an ultrasound or laser surgery, these devices were developed in 

Israel.  Other medical technological inventions include: the first ingestible video camera that fits inside a 

pill and is used to view the small intestine from the inside which aids doctors in diagnosing cancer and 

digestive problems; a new device that helps the heart pump blood; a new acne treatment using a high 

intensity ultra-violet light-free blue band light that causes acne bacteria to self-destruct; a pen-like device 

that diagnoses diseases when it touches a patient's body; a system that protects babies from Sudden  

Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS); the first radiation free method to discover breast cancer; an interactive 

breathing device worn around the waist that lowers blood pressure with no side effects; and a device that 

allows wheelchair users to walk. 

 

Other medical problems have been aided by Israeli pharmaceutical companies.  For example, Copaxone 

(Glatiramer acetate) is one of the most efficient medicines for Multiple Sclerosis and it was developed by 

Israeli Teva Pharmaceuticals, as do Betaseron and Avonex  which are two other well-known MS medi-

cines.  Israeli scientists developed the first DNA computers which led to a special stem cell therapy has 

been invented to improve treatment of Parkinson's Disease using the patient's own bone marrow stems 

cells to produce the missing chemical that restores motor movement .  The Israeli development of the 

medicine Bortezomib (Velcade) works against Kahler Disease (multiple myeloma) which is one of the 

most common forms of blood cancers.     

 

When it comes to energy and the environment, Israel is ahead of the game with its inventions and dis-

coveries.  For example, an Israeli company was the first to develop a large-scale solar-powered and fully 

functional electricity generating plant.  It has been installed and is now in use in the Mojave Desert of 

California.   Israeli Ormat Technologies designs, develops, builds and manufactures geothermal power 

plants world wide. The first solar window to combine energy efficiency, power generation and transpar-

ency is from Israel.    An Israeli engineer invented drip and micro-irrigation technology which minimizes 

the amount of water used to grow crops.  Another Israeli company developed and patented a method for 

recycling plastic which requires 50 percent less energy than current recycling methods and 83 percent 

less energy than manufacturing.   

 

For me, one of the most important Israeli inventions is the Iron Dome which is a mobile system that pre-

vents missiles and rockets from landing in populated areas.  It has been deployed in Southern Israel  

because of all the rocket fire from the Palestinians in Gaza.  Now it is going to be used in other parts of 

the country due to longer range missiles from Gaza and from Lebanon.  In the field of defense, the Israeli 

Air Force is one of the first users and developers of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) which are fighter 

aircraft that can fly without a pilot.  Israel produces many kinds of UAVs from the size of a mosquito to 

that of the size of a passenger plane. 

 

Last but not least on my list (there are thousands of other Israeli inventions and discoveries that I have 

not mentioned), is the cherry tomato.  It was invented by two professors at the Hebrew University Facul-

ty of Agriculture in Rehovot (where I live).  It is the only tomato I buy for my salads. 

  

L'hitraot, 

Shachar (Dawn) 

(Editor Davida Lewin-Schermerôs Israeli  friend) 

Continued from Page 8 
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ΦΦΦ!ƴŘ ŀ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ hǳǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ wƻȊ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜƴ CƭŀƴǎΦΦΦ 
 
Dear friends, 

 

Dec. 7 will mark one year that we've been in Valencia. The time has flown 

and we still love it here. As our lease was ending, we realized that we were 

going across the Turia more and more. We go to the Babel cinemas and 

have even seen movies in Spanish (no sub- titles)!  

 

And we have been to the Palau de la Musica as often as twice a week.  

Recently we went to hear the orchestra of the University, and then  

Prokofiev, Mendelsohn and Mussorgsky.   The acoustics are as good as  

Lincoln Center, but it's so affordable. The conductor worked without a 

score, and he became so impassioned his baton flew out of his hand. He is 

an Israeli, and the guest soloist was a brilliant Palestinian pianist. They 

hugged and called each other friend. How lovely to think of music healing 

the world. 

 

We have tickets with friends for the ballet of Carmen that we originally 

saw in the Netherlands, and will also see the Maryinsky (Russian) Ballet 

doing Romeo and Juliet. Tomorrow night is jazz at the Botanical Garden 

where I still enjoy volunteering with the cats. 

 

Our Spanish is improving; I go to school 3 days/week and Steven goes 5, 

and he listens to every podcast and uses every app there is. 

 

Our new place has 2 terraces, a big one for the cats and a small one for 

us :- )  It's got all Bosch appliances and white marble floors. I really thought 

we should be scaling down at this point in our lives, but it was the only 

place that had   the location, the outdoor space, and was near a fresh 

market. I guess we're meant to be there. 

Continued on Page 11 
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We have a new sofa- bed that sleeps two and our first guests will 

be our friends from Brussels, coming in January. 

 

You're welcome, too. 

 

Roz & Steven Flans 

C/ Antonio Suarez, 46 

Piso 3 

Valencia, Espana 46021 

 

Phones are still the same: 

Magic Jack (Nevada call)   702- 347- 3253 

Cell 768- 096- 262 

 

Email:  rozflans@yahoo.com 

Continued from Page 10 
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/Ƙŀƴǳƪŀǘ .ŀȅƛǝƳ !ōƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ tΩƴŀƛ ¢ƛƪǾŀƘ ΗΗ 

December was replete with Chanukat Bayitim for 
members of Congregation Pônai Tikvah!  The  
ritual of (literally) ñdedicating a houseò by hanging 
mezuzot on the homeôs doorpost(s) and reciting 
the appropriate brachot  is a mitzvah and 
traditional and meaningful way to symbolically 
bring Judaism into the home.   
 
Call the congregation office at (702) 436-4900 for 
more information and to schedule your own  
Chanukat Bayit! 

Dedicating Larry and Carol Bernsteinôs new home.  (l to r:  Doris 
Turrentine, Rabbi Mintz, Larry and Caol Bernstein) 

Annie Goodrich and Rabbi Mintz display the new mezuzah with 
pride and joy! 

Annieôs children, Joey and Alexandra, take part in the dedication. 

Jay Segal and Rabbi Mintz affix the mezuzah to the 
office doorpost as Aaron, Nikki and Snowy Segal look 

on. 
Aaron and Nikki Segal listen as Rabbi Mintz schmoozes 
with Snowy, the Segalsô cockatoo. 

ΦΦΦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ  

Snowy Segal knows that it takes plenty of practice to be a  baal 
tekiah ! 
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On December 15th, Rabbi Mintz went to Billy Mattôs school, Quest Academy, to share with the entire 

fourth grade class the miracle of Chanukah.  With sôvivon and chanukiot in tow, Rabbi and the students 

had an amazing time.  At the end of the presentationðwhich included Chanukah songs and dreidel-play 

ð the kids were in for a treat when they were served latkes (courtesy of Latke-licious) and sufganiyot.  

Those boys and girls could really eat latkes ð coming back for seconds and thirds!  Each talmid went 

home with their own dreidel and Chanukah songbook, along with a better understanding of Chanukah 

and a brand new appreciation for traditional Chanukah foods.    


